FROM THE DIRECTOR

If you are an angler, boater or more likely both, you should give

yourself a congratulatory pat on the back. Because of your support,
the Sport Fish Restoration Act celebrates 60 years of fishing, research
and public access successes. Passed by Congress in 1950, the Sport
Fish Restoration Act provides matching grant funds to states through
the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service. These federal funds come from
manufacturers’ excise taxes on fishing tackle, boats and a portion of
the gasoline fuel tax attributed to outboard engines and motorboats.

The U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service distributes the federal funds
to states based upon a formula which includes water area and the
number of paid license holders. While West Virginia receives the

minimum amount of federal aid dollars, it is still significant support

for important fisheries programs in the state. The grant funds are

matched by fishing license revenues from states. So, this “user pay — user benefit” approach means that more than
$60 million has been spent on fisheries research, enhancements, stocking and public access developments in West
Virginia since the inception of the Sport Fish Restoration program. Thank you for supporting this vital effort in
conservation in West Virginia and across the nation.

Frank Jezioro, Director, West Virginia Division of Natural Resources
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