From the Director

As a blossoming young angler around the age of seven, my older
brother and pals would hike out to the nearest farm pond. We were
armed with bait-casting reels strung with black nylon line dressed
with oversized hooks and big round, red-and-white bobbers. The bait,
carefully kneaded white bread of course, straight from mom’s stash.
Bluegills were the quarry, small and lots of them. We strung them

on green willow twigs and showed them off on the way home, lifting
them up for the passing trucks that honked at us in recognition!

Oh, for those simpler times. But truth be known, the water quality
of today and thus the fishing is much better. That’s with plenty of
thanks to the license fees and excise tax revenues on fishing gear
generated by anglers. As a result, our fisheries staff can work
every day toward the ultimate goal of making the angling better
yet. Changes in regulations are a part of that process. For example,
employing modern DNA technology and fish culture methods, our
biologists proposed and the Natural Resources Commission approved new walleye regulations for 2016.

As you take to the lakes and streams this year, remember how much your similar times meant to you. And
just think of the new memories that you, in turn, could foster by taking a youngster along. Or, by taking
anyone that has never felt the electric thrill of a fish on the other end of a line. An exciting new year of
angling and fresh memories awaits.
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Robert A. Fala, Director, West Virginia Division of Natural Resources
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Fish Management - Bret Preston (304) 558-2771 &
Law Enforcement - Lt. Col. David W. Trader ~ (304) 558-2784 Fayette T .
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1110 Railroad Street (304) 825-6787

Fish Management - Dave Wellman
Law Enforcement - Capt. William A. Persinger, Jr.
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District 2 - Romney, WV 26757 District 5

1 Depot Street (304) 822-3551 McClintic WMA

Fish Management - Brandon Keplinger 1163 Wildlife Road « Pt. Pleasant, WV 25550

Law Enforcement - Capt. Tom Stuckey Fish Management - Jeff Hansbarger (304) 675-0871
Law Enforcement - Capt. Bobby Cales (304) 759-0703

District 3 - French Creek, WV 26218 4300 1st Avenue » Nitro, WV 25143

WV State Wildlife Center (304) 924-6211

163 Wildlife Road District 6 - Parkersburg, WV 26101

Fish Management - Jim Walker 2311 Ohio Avenue (304) 420-4550

Law Enforcement - Capt. Doug Benson Fish Management - Scott Morrison

District 4 - Beckley, WV 25801 Law Enforcement - Lt. Stanley Hickman

2006 Robert C. Byrd Drive (304) 256-6947 Operations Center - Elkins, WV 26241

Fish Management — Mark Scott 738 Ward Road, P.0. Box 67 (304) 637-0245

Law Enforcement - Capt. Woodrow Brogan Coldwater Management - Jim Hedrick



