1.

2019 Fish Management Achievements

Manage and regulate all sportfish populations
inhabiting 127 lakes and thousands of miles of public
streams across West Virginia

a. Analyze fishery data to implement new or different
regulations to improve or protect specific fisheries

b. Conduct angler creel and attitude surveys

c. Conduct fish tagging studies and angler tag-return
data analysis

d. Temperature monitoring of coldwater streams

e. Tracking movement and habitat use of valuable
sportfish species

f. Monitor fish communities and habitat in watersheds
with dams removed and other impacted streams

Develop statewide management plans for species such
as muskellunge and walleye

h. Fishing tournament registration and data analysis

g

Conducted 119 fishery surveys in waters statewide for
species such as black bass, catfish and wild/native trout

a. 20 surveys focused on black bass population
assessments in impoundments

16 surveys focused on black bass population
assessments in rivers and streams

c. 44 surveys focused on blue, flathead and channel catfish

d. 39 surveys focused on wild or native trout
population assessments

e. Broodstock collection surveys for native walleye, musky
and brook trout

b

Built and deployed 1,621 habitat structures in waters

around the state

a. Three stream habitat projects that constructed 63
instream structures using natural materials and
spanning almost two miles of stream

b. Felled and secured 337 mature trees into four lakes to
greatly enhance shoreline habitat for all fish species

c. Deployed 1,129 Christmas trees in 11 lakes for fish habitat

d. Developed 70 oversized brush piles each consisting
of several entire trees and larger boulders in
Summersville Lake

e. Deployed 22 catfish spawning boxes in Beech Fork Lake
f. Apply limestone sand to improve water quality over 536
miles of stream and 250 acres of impoundments

Stocked almost 1.5 million warmwater fish species into
58 state waters

a. Stocked over 1.4 million walleye fingerlings into 15
state waters

b. Stocked almost 40,000 hybrid striped bass fingerlings
into five state waters

c. Stocked just over 24,000 blue catfish fingerlings into two
state waters

d. Stocked over 6,600 catchable-sized channel catfish into
33 state waters

e. Stocked almost 300 advanced-fingerling muskies into
three state waters

f. Native Brook Trout culture and reintroduction

g. Culture and reestablishment of native warmwater

species such as muskellunge, paddlefish, lake sturgeon,
blue catfish and a unique genetic strain of native walleye

for stocking.
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