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To Prospective WV Mussel Surveyors: 
 
 Barb and I have had a busy winter and we are sorry about the delay in providing updates 
to the West Virginia Mussel Survey Protocols.  After reviewing survey reports and addressing 
the many questions and comments we have received over the past few years, we, the WVDNR 
and USFWS, have made substantial changes to the Protocol this year.  Be sure to read the 
entire protocol and feel free to contact me with any questions.  The most significant changes 
involve the need for justifying the projects.  This is required in the scope of work.  That being 
said, there is no delay moving from a Phase 1 survey directly into a Phase 2 survey.  These 
methods have significantly changed. 
 

I am not going to be as lenient this year so be sure to include ALL information requested 
or the scope/report will be returned for revision.  If you are required to revise a report, be sure 
you have updated the date of the report.  Remember, if we ask for something to be done in the 
Protocol, we expect the data to be provided.  Unless the Protocol specifically states how to 
provide the data, it can be incorporated in the report itself or as an appendix.   
  

The Protocol Form, first implemented in 2014, was beneficial in our review process.  
Please continue to use it.  It has also been updated slightly to address changes.  Remember 
when re-submitting the form with final report; be sure to update it if anything changed from the 
scope.  This form along with a map showing the area of direct impact (ADI), buffers and study 
layout should be the first pages of your scope of work.  Please use this form also for Monitoring 
Projects, filling in the ADI blanks as your monitoring area.   

 

The WVDNR reporting forms have been updated slightly.  Be sure to use the new forms 

which are to be submitted as appendices to your reports.  If attached as appendices, this meets 

your reporting requirements for your scientific collecting permit.  Note: these are SUMMARY 

sheets and not intended to be your field data sheets.   Please use the supplied species list for 

WV.  Yes, I know names are changing, but until such time that a new approved list is published 

these are the acceptable names for WV mussel species. 

 

As previously stated:  No where do I want to see, “see attached report”.  

 

Please supply qualifications of the collectors if the certified malacologist is not able to 

QA/QC the collectors work.  Depending on their qualifications, a QA/QC program should be 

devised to assess thoroughness of the collecting.  The criteria for certified malacologist are at 

 



the bottom of the approved list and incorporated into the Protocol this year. 

 

Remember, as noted on page 14; please send all official submissions of scopes of work 

and survey results to the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service by hard copy to the Elkins address, and 

NOT by email.  The WVDNR will continue to accept either hard copy or email. 

 

Be sure to use all the new forms submitted.  Most all have at least minor changes.  I will 

be having the Protocol and all supporting documents updated on our website soon.  You can 

find this at http://www.wvdnr.gov/Mussels/Main.shtm. 

 

I want to thank you all for your cooperation.  I think the protocol has helped streamline 

the process on both ends.  Please let me know if you have any questions I have not addressed.   

 

      Sincerely, 

      
      Janet L. Clayton 

      Wildlife Diversity Biologist 

Mussel Program Leader 

WV Division of Natural Resources 

Wildlife Resources Section 

 
 
CC:  Barbara Sargent, Barbara Douglas, Danny Bennett, Scott Warner 
 


