
Mussel Survey Summary Data Sheet  
This form is to be used when any type of mussel survey is conducted.  Separate data sheets 
should be provided for non-contiguous survey areas.  Additional data sheets may be 
provided for different phases of the survey.  Ultimately I want to know what was observed at 
the site and where.   
 
Section A -- Event Documentation 
1.  Collector Name:  this is the person responsible for the survey.  i.e. the Malacologist. 
1b. Surveyor(s):  All Individuals conducting the survey should be listed 
1c. Company: Name of company the collector works for if applicable. 
2.  Permit ID: 
3.  Stream Name: 
4.  Site Name:   
5.  Date:  MM/DD/YYYY 
6.  Project:   
 
Section B – Survey Method 
Indicate any and all survey methods used. 
Waterscope: is any clear bottom view used at the surface of the water.  ie.  glass bottomed 
bucket. 
SCUBA/SSA:  SCUBA or Surface Supplied Air 
Snorkel: Self explanatory 
Other: List all other methods such as bank searches, walking stream (without any aid), 
tactile, recon, relocation, etc. 
 
Section C – Survey Time / Area 
Survey time is the total amount of effort in minutes put into the survey.  For example 5 
people were conducting a survey for 10 minutes then the survey time is 50 minutes.  It is not 
days you were on site.  The amount of effort spent actually surveying. Survey area is the 
area actually searched.  A 100m by 1m wide transect is 100m2.  Five of these transects is 
500m2.  Note that there is a place near the bottom of the form to provide this information by 
area.  Section C is sum of these. 
 
Section D –Surveys Conducted 
Indicate which type of survey was conducted. 
Other: List any other specialized methods that may have been used. Also may use this to 
indicate salvage, etc. 
 
Section E – Mussel Data Entry 
This should be a summary of data per station by area.  Not all your field notes, not data by 
transect but a summary.  Supplying other information is good but you are not required to use 
this form.  It is only intended to be a summary. 
 
Species:  List the genus and species of all mussels collected, this should be per WV taxa 
list provided until such a time that FMCS posts a list of approved common and scientific 
names on their website.  The FMCS will initially be based on Williams et al. 2015 in press.  If 
no mussels were observed enter “No mussels” in species column. Report all species even if 
only represented by dead shell material. 
 



Area: This should be a summary of individuals collected per area (ADI, USB, LB, DSB).  
You are permitted to change these heading as appropriate such as salvage, quantitative, 
etc.   
 
Total Number Live: tally all live animals found by species in all areas in this column. 
 
Fresh Dead: tally all fresh dead mussels found by species by station in this column.  Fresh 
Dead is defined as shiny nacre, hinge still intact, probably dead less than one year.   
 
Weathered Dead:  Looking for presence of additional species not represented by live or 
fresh dead individuals.  Weathered Dead is defined as nacre chalky, periostracum still 
evident, probably dead more than one year.   
 
Section F – Sketch of Survey Reach.  Providing digital diagram is acceptable. 
Indicate direction of north and stream flow.  Indicate from which location pictures were 
taken. 


