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Since its creation, Wonderful West Virginia has showcased West Virginia' s greatest 
assets--our wild and wonderful natural resources. For the past three years, it has been a 
great honor for the entire New South Media team to work on Wonderfal West Virginia 
and to be a part of its legacy. 

This proposal is in response to West Virginia Department of Administration Purchasing 
Division's RFP for West Virginia Division of Natural Resources, DNR18*01 , for the 
editorial, design, layout, and social media services of Wonderful West Virginia magazine. 
As the state ' s largest publisher of high-quality magazines, New South Media, Inc. is 
uniquely qualified to handle the monthly editorial, photographic, layout, design, and 
social media needs of Wonderful West Virginia. 

Company Background and Experience 

In 2008, West Virginia native Nikki Bowman moved back to her home state to start her 
company, New South Media, Inc.-a publishing company focused on creating regional 
publications for national audiences. New South Media, Inc. is a woman-owned 
multimedia company. Since launching her first magazine, WV Living, in 2008, the 
company has witnessed tremendous growth. Today, New South Media publishes WV 
Living, WV Weddings, Morgantown, and several custom publications. 

New South Media, Inc. is the publisher of high-quality magazines. On average we create 
the editorial content, copyediting, photography, and design of 92 magazine issues a year. 
We also manage the distribution and circulation of each of our publications. We are 
accustomed to working with tight deadlines, planning editorial in advance, and managing 
photography months and sometimes a year in advance so that photos are season
appropriate. New South Media employs two talented graphic designers, two 
photographers, four editors/writers, a web/social media manager, a 
subscription/circulation manager, and an advertising sales team, so we are well 
positioned to handle the editorial, design, and social media schedule of Wonderful West 
Virginia. The company hires freelance writers and photographers to supplement its in
house efforts. 

WV Living is the state' s premier lifestyle, business, travel, and arts and culture magazine. 
It showcases the best the state has to offer with positive stories about West Virginia' s 
small towns, charming shops, cutting-edge restaurants, regional recipes, and talented 
craftsmen. WV Living is published quarterly and is sold in more than 24 states and in 
Canada. WV Weddings is the state ' s bridal bible. It was originally published annually, but 
because it reached nearly 700 pages, it was divided in 2013 into two seasonal issues a 
year. Morgantown magazine, published every other month, champions the state' s fastest
growing city and serves as a resource for attracting businesses and meeting the needs of 
the town' s young professional demographic. 
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New South Media also has a custom publishing arm. In 2012, the company saw the 
opportunity to promote West Virginia to a more national audience when West Virginia 
University joined the Big 12 Conference. The company created The Ultimate Sports and 
Travel Guide to the Big 12, a lifestyle and sports publication that covered each of the Big 
12 schools and each of their towns as tourist destinations. Its 100,000 copies sold out on 
newsstands nationwide. In 2013 , with the opening of the Bechtel Summit Reserve and the 
Boy Scout Jamboree in West Virginia, the company once again saw the need for the 
creation of a targeted national publication championing the state. New South Media 
worked with the Division of Tourism and created Explore: Reaching the Summit. This 
piece was mailed to each of the troop leaders across the country. Since then, New South 
Media has worked closely with the state's Tourism office to create several high-caliber 
publications. 

We have our fingers on the pulse of West Virginia and have worked hard at building 
relationships with our state agencies, our state parks, our travel industry leaders, our 
small towns, our artists, and our citizens. We have championed the people who are out in 
the field protecting our wildlife, showcased our unique destinations, and provided 
entertaining and educational stories on everything from lightning bugs to lizards. During 
the past three years of working on Wonderful West Virginia , we've built unparalleled 
connections with our state's finest photographers and writers. Our expertise has also 
helped the magazine appeal to a younger audience. 

New South Media would welcome the opportunity to continue to utilize our talented 
editorial and creative staff to improve and grow the Wonderful West Virginia brand. We 
feel that we are uniquely situated to provide unparalleled content, photography, and 
creative direction, as well as manage all social media efforts to increase visibility of the 
publication. By allowing our editorial team to manage the social media component of 
promoting stories, events, DNR initiatives, etc. , we will be better able to promote 
Wonderful West Virginia, increase the visibility and readership engagement, attract a 
younger audience, and serve as a more complete mouthpiece for DNR. 

Current New South Media, Inc. Capabilities: 
Writing, Research, and Editing 
Photography and Photography Editing 
Graphic Design 
Copyediting 
Art Direction 
Subscription and Newsstand Management 
Video Production 
Website Development 

4 



Social Media Creation and Management 
Book Publishing 
Promotional Material Design and Production 

New South Media's Full-Time Employees 

Nikki Bowman, President/Publisher/Editorial Director 
Writing and Editing: 20 years of experience 
Publisher: 10 years of experience 
Photography: 20 years of experience 
Bachelor of Arts from WVU 
Masters in Writing from DePaul University 

Zack Harold, Managing Editor of Wonderful West Virginia 
Writing and Editing: 10 years of experience 
Bachelor of Arts from University of Charleston 

Pam Kasey, Associate Editor and Managing Editor of Morgantown 
Writing and Editing: 22 years of experience 
Bachelor of Arts from University of Chicago 
Masters in Journalism from WVU 

Carla Witt Ford, Photographer and Graphic Designer 
Photography: 35 years of experience 
Graphic Design: 11 years of experience 
Bachelor of Science from Fairmont State University 
Bachelor of Fine Arts from WVU School of Design 

Becky Moore, Designer 
Graphic Design: 7 years of experience 
Bachelor of Fine Arts from WVU 

Eric Palfrey, Social MediaNideo Manager 
Video Production: 17 years of experience 
Social Media Management: 8 years of experience 
Web Design: 8 years of experience 

Holly Thubron, Circulation and Office Manager 
Circulation Management: 1 year of experience 
Bachelor of Arts from LSU 

Heather Mills, Director of Sales 
Advertising & Media Sales: 29 years of experience 
Media Sales Management: 4 years of experience 
Graphic Design: 5 years of experience 
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Bachelor of Arts in Journalism, Advertising sequence, Marshall University 

Bryson Taylor, Account Executive 
Advertising Sales: 7 years of experience 
Bachelor of Arts from Alderson-Broaddus College 
Master of Arts from WVU 

New South Media typically hires two to three interns a semester and during the summer. 
These interns write smaller stories, do research, and create web content. In addition to the 
New South Media staff, the following freelancers have most recently been used and may 
potentially be used in the future: 

Writers: 
Jake Stump 
Lori Kersey 
Anna Patrick 
Kris Wise 
Wendy Holdren 
Mikenna Pierotti 
Dylan Jones 
J. Kendall Perkinson 
Jennifer Gardner 
Heather Greenfield 
Jody Murphy 
Ashton Marra 

Photographers: 
Van Slider 
Jesse Thornton 
Tyler Evert 
Curt Helmick 
Steve Shaluta 
Gabe DeWitt 
Kevin Frick 
Leiane Gibson 
Kent Mason 
Bryan Lemasters 
Kevin Jack 
Roger Spencer 
Randall Sanger 
Walter Scriptunas II 
Kevin King 
Kevin Funk 
Clayton Spangler 
LJ Lambert 
Joey Herron 
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Josh Shackleford 
Tessa Nickels 
Samuel Taylor 
Matt Dieterich 
Rick Morrison 
Danny Snyder 
Carla Witt Ford 

Graphic Designers: 
Nikki Butler 

Enclosed you will find samples of some of our publications, including previous issues of 
Wonderful West Virginia. As you will see, great photography, clean design, and engaging 
editorial are paramount to our publications. 

In establishing the editorial calendar, there always needs to be a balance of topics that 
will appeal to the current readership while attempting to attract new readers. In 
maintaining DNR' s mission of championing conservation, exploration, and enjoyment of 
natural resources, we will continue to include stories on our natural assets--our state 
parks, wildlife, botany, unique places and destinations, and our incredible experts in the 
field. 

Below are suggestions for a spring and summer story: 

Spring 
A profile of Patrick Falbo, new chef at The Vista Restaurant at the Hawks Nest State 
Park lodge. Falbo has more than 20 years of experience in the restaurant industry, is a 
graduate of the Culinary Institute of America in New York, and has worked as a sous 
chef at restaurants in Sarasota, Florida, as well as the noted Inn at Little Washington in 
northern Virginia. The article would follow Falbo through a day in the kitchen while also 
telling the history of The Vista Restaurant and detailing its recent renovations. 

Summer 
On April 6, 1938, the Civilian Conservation Corps set up camp at the mouth of 
Shrewsbury Hollow, about seven miles south of Charleston. Under the direction of 
foreman Donald Kuhn, the crew would painstakingly transform this area into a state 
treasure: Kanawha State Forest. Kuhn' s descendants are now scattered all over the East 
Coast but, each June, they make a pilgrimage to the state forest and pitch their tents on 
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the site of the old CCC camp. The Kuhn Family & Friends Reunion began at the request 
of Donald's son Elson Kuhn, who worked on his father's CCC crew, and just before 
Elson died in 2003, he asked that his family continue the tradition after his passing. In 
addition to telling the story of the Kuhn family, the article would allow us to dive into the 
CCC's lasting impact on state parks and forests. 

Attached is a fully designed article on French Creek Freddie. 

We believe the design and editorial changes that we introduced when awarded the 
contract three years ago have modernized the interior design of the publication. Updating 
and giving the interior a cleaner design has made the articles easier to read, and it has also 
made it more appealing to a younger audience. However, the nature of the contract did 
not allow us to engage in promoting stories, interacting with readers, and creating 
initiatives to raise the visibility. I believe that allowing the editorial team to manage the 
social media promotion of Wonderful West Virginia will be a great step in growing 
readership and engaging a larger audience. 

One change that we would suggest is the creation of a new website for the publication, 
where stories can be uploaded and then shared via social media channels. The current 
website provides PDFs of a few articles, and is not responsive. This doesn't allow for 
good social media interaction or the sharing of the stories to a larger audience. PDFs are 
also not searchable by Google bots. And because it's not responsive, the site is not easily 
navigated or viewed on mobile phones. A simple and responsive WordPress website 
would go a long way toward raising the visibility of Wonderful West Virginia. It would 
also allow us to track metrics-which stories are most popular, how well Facebook 
versus Twitter is pushing people to the website, etc. The splash page could be a 
slideshow of the Gallery photographs. The website would also give the magazine another 
platform for engaging with readers. Reader-submitted photos could be featured, personal 
essays and other stories that may not have room in print could be shared online, and 
archived content could be highlighted. 

Building out a simple magazine website would not be difficult or cost-prohibitive. New 
South Media has experience in creating these sites; in fact, all of our magazines utilize 
WordPress templates. It would be important to choose a publisher that could seamlessly 
integrate and transfer the designed publication and photography onto an easy-to-manage 
website, and New South Media could help DNR accomplish this. 
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New South Media will work closely with DNR's Chief of Administration, Customer 
Relations Director, and any/all designated individuals, and welcomes regular meetings in 
person or by phone as needed. New South Media is available to meet with the printer as 
needed; however, most printers today rely on digital proofing systems rather than press 
checks. 

New South Media understands our role as prime contractor and has included the list of 
freelancers we could potentially use in the future. See page 6 and 7. 

Three years ago, New South Media helped create a more efficient timeline for the 
magazine. It has adhered to that schedule and believes that this timeline has proven 
manageable by all parties. 

A list of New South Media employees outlining their individual qualifications is provided 
in Section 4, Subsection 4.2.1.2. See page 5. 

For 10 years, New South Media has been creating, designing, and managing high-quality 
print and digital publications. We enjoy a reputation in the region for producing top
notch, beautiful, and well-written printed pieces. Our mission with every project we work 
on is to change the perception of our state by telling our state's story through the written 
word and through inspiring photography. We manage a highly skilled freelance team of 
writers and photographers. Our talented design team identifies amazing photographs that 
will translate well into print and has created an unparalleled network of the state's finest 
photographers. Because we have talented photographers on staff, we are also able to 
supplement our magazines with photography as needed. 

9 



Each of our publications has several associated social media platforms--Facebook, 
Twitter, Pinterest, and Instagram. We utilize social media to promote each publication 
multiple times a day on multiple platforms. We would do the same for Wonderful West 
Virginia--we could even cross promote on our other publication's social media pages to 
help grow Wonderful West Virginia's following as well. 

We work with several printers in and out of state to manage the print process and 
distribution of these publications in a cost-effective manner. We are very attentive to the 
press-check process. In fact, when we have suspicions that something may not print well, 
we work with the printer to head off any printing problems. Our lead designer for 
Wonderful West Virginia, Carla Witt Ford, is also an accomplished photographer and is 
highly skilled in photo editing. When photos are needed for Wonderful West Virginia and 
we can't locate high resolution images, she will often travel and photograph the topic to 
supplement the story. Our team is well versed in modem technology and we take pride in 
creating the best publications possible and delivering those publications with attentive 
customer service. 

A sampling of past publications where New South Media created the editorial content, 
managed the photography, and designed printed magazines are: 

WV Living magazine - 2008 to present 
WV Weddings magazine - 2009 to present 
Morgantown magazine - 2011 to present 
Wonderful West Virginia magazine - 2015 to present 
WV Focus magazine - 2014-2016 
The Ultimate Sports and Travel Guide to the Big 12 - 2012 
Explore Elkins - 2013-2014 
Explore: Reaching the Summit- 2013 
Explore: Adventures on the Gorge - 2014-2016 
Explore: Real WV - 2016 
The U.S. Small Business Administration's Small Business Resource Guide-2017 to 
present 

New South Media has a designated full-time staff person who is responsible for 
uploading website content; promoting content and engagement initiatives through social 
media channels including Facebook, Twitter, Instagram, and Pinterest; and overseeing 
initiatives meant to grow followers and readers of the print magazines. We also have 
interns from WVU. Our policy is to respond to comments within 1 hour. We currently 
manage multiple social media platforms for WV Living, Morgantown, and WV Weddings 
magazmes. 

10 



. , 

Our team of editors also participates in establishing a social media calendar, creating 
promotions, and pushing out content via social media channels. Our editors have admin 
privileges on all the social media sites so that there is never a lapse. We have a policy for 
identifying and dealing with spam comments, inappropriate comments, and hostile 
comments. 

New South Media could seamlessly take over the administration of the Facebook account 
for Wonderful West Virginia. We would create a Twitter account and an Instagram 
account that could be tied in with our popular Wondergram initiative. We would create a 
social media calendar alongside the editorial calendar so that they work together. We 
would post content several times a day across several platforms. These platforms would 
not only be used to push out content from the printed magazine, but they could also be 
used to engage readers, educate them on other matters important to DNR, share events, 
and grow subscriptions. For example, some social media techniques we would use would 
be: 

• Launch a photography competition. 
• Post questions that engage reader response like "What is your favorite state 

park? Why?" "Share your favorite childhood hunting story," or "Give 10 gift 
subscriptions and win an overnight stay at Blackwater Falls State Park." 

• When DNR releases its trout-stocking schedule, we can post that schedule 
with links to articles we've done in the past on trout or fly-fishing. 

• Host a Choose a Cover competition by posting a couple of potential covers for 
upcoming issues and allowing readers to vote on their favorite. 

• Create challenges like visit a state park and take a selfie in front of the sign, a 
photo of a fiddlehead fem, and a photo of a cardinal. Submit the three photos 
for a chance to win sledding tickets at Blackwater Falls State Park. 

• Share stories from the archives. 
• Instagram lends itself to promoting great photography. We could promote 

slideshows of places, animals, plants, etc. that tie into a story in a current 
issue. 

Ideas like this will help reinvigorate the Wonderful West Virginia brand and engage a 
more vested audience. 
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ADDENDUM ACKNOWLEDGEMENT FORM 
SOLICITATION NO.: ARFO DNR18*29 

Instructions: Please acknowledge receipt of all addenda issued with this solicitation by 
completing this addendum acknowledgment form. Check the box next to each addendum 
received and sign below. Failure to acknowledge addenda may result in bid disqualification. 

Acknowledgment: I hereby acknowledge receipt of the following addenda and have made the 
necessary revisions to my proposal, plans and/or specification, etc. 

Addendum Numbers Received: 
(Check the box next to each addendum received) 

.Ii] Addendum No. 1 
0 Addendum No. 2 
D Addendum No. 3 
0 Addendum No. 4 
D Addendum No. 5 

D Addendum No. 6 
0 Addendum No. 7 
0 Addendum No. 8 
0Addendum No. 9 
D Addendum No. 10 

I understand that failure to confirm the receipt of addenda may be cause for rejection of this bid. 
I further understand that any verbal representation made or assumed to be made during any oral 
discussion held between Vender's representatives and any state personnel is not binding. Only 
the in.formation issued in writing and added to the specifications by an official addendum is 

b~ M Sav:h- rlte~ I Y'L< . 

NOTE: This addendum acknowledgement should be submitted with the bid to expedite document 
processing. 
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No one is sure how 
many g roundhogs 
have served as 
French Creek Freddie 
since the tradit ion 
began in the 1970s. 

was a miserable morning at the West 
Virginia State Wildlife Center in 
French Creek. The temperarure 
hovered around 11 degrees. Hazy 
clouds shrouded the weak winter sun. 
Snowflakes fell lazily to the ground. 
In other words, it was the perfect 
weather for Groundhog Day 2018. 

The 140 people seated at the wildlife center's 
amphitheater huddled together against the bitter 
cold. They knew what would happen when the clock 
struck 10 a.m. French Creek Freddie would emerge 
from his den-with some help from resident wildlife 
biologist Tyler Evans, of course. Since the sun was 
not shining, he would not see his shadow, would not 
be scared back into his burrow, and would thus usher 
in an early spring. 

Then things took a turn for the worse. The snow 
stopped. The clouds parted. The sun shone down. 
Freddie saw his shadow, dooming West Virginia to 
six more week of winter. "Some folks cheered, some 
booed, some just sighed," read the wildlife center's 
official press release. 
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Merry Candlemas 
Because ancient cultures marked the passage of time 
using heavenly bodies, not clocks and calendars, their 
holidays corresponded with phases of the sun and 
moon. "Imbolc" was one such holiday. European pagans 
recognized this day, which usually fell on the first or 
second day of February, as the beginning of spring. 

The Catholic Church later adopted Imbolc and 
renamed it "Candlemas," to commemorate the day 
Mary presented baby Jesus at the temple in Jerusalem. 
But the day's association with the beginning of spring 
did not wane, as evidenced by the old Scottish rhyme: 

"If Candlemas day be dry and fair, 

The half o' winter to come and mair, 

If Candlemas day be wet and foul, 

The half of winter's gone at Yule." 

The day also became associated with animals, since 
many hibernators seemed to wake from their wintertime 
slumber at Candlemas. In parts of Eastern Europe, 
like Romania, people looked to bears to predict the 
springtime thaw. The French used marmots, the English 
had hedgehogs, and Germans relied on badgers. 



II ABOUT THE 
SECOND OF 

FEBRUARY IS WHEN 
EVERYBODY NEEDS 
A LITTLE LEVITY IN 

THEIR LIVES." 
BILL VANSCOY 

Groundhogs are the largest member of the squirrel family 
and, like their kinfolk, subsist mostly on grasses, berries, 
nuts, and small insects. Despite this largely vegetarian diet, 
the animals can get quite hefty. "With that frame, you could 
easily get into the 10 to 15 pound range: Evans says. 

The tradition came to the ew World with the 
Pennsylvania D utch. These German immigrants could 
not find any badgers in their new home, so they switched 
to groundhogs. 

The first recorded mention of Groundhog Day 
came in 1841 when James Morris, a storekeeper in 
Morgantown, Pennsylvania, wrote in his diary: 

"Last Tz,esday, the 2nd, was Candfemas day, the day 

on which, according to the Germans, the Groundhog peeps 

out of his winter quarters and if he sees his shadow he pops 

back for another six weeks nap, but if the day be doudy he 

remains out, as the weathe,· is to be moderate." 

"We'd play it to the hilt, of course." 
West Virginia got its own whistlepig prognosticator in 
the late 1970s. It's unclear exactly when the tradition 
started. The wildlife center's official record says 
1978, but there are newspaper clippings that mention 
French Creek Freddie in 1977. 

Bill Vanscoy became superintendent of the French 
Creek Game Farm in 1972. H e was always trying 
to find ways to drum up public interest and, one 
January, omeone came into his office talking about 
Punxsutawney Phil, the world-famous Pennsylvania 
groundhog. "I said, 'H e's not the only groundhog in 
the world,'" Vanscoy remembers. 

The game farm-which would be renamed the 
West Virginia State W ildlife Center in the 1980s
usually had a few groundhogs scurrying around. 
"People would think it would be a great pet, find out 
it was more trouble than it was worth, and bring it 
to us," Vanscoy says. So he made a few calls, offering 
up one of his woodchuck weathermen to members 
of the media. W hen one of those reporters asked for 
the groundhog's name, Vanscoy ad libbed. "I said his 
name was French Creek Freddie." 

To Vanscoy's mind, the groundhog became a kind 
of public service. "About the second of February is 
when everybody needs a little levity in their lives," he 
says. "W e'd play it to the hilt, of course." For a few 
years in the mid-1980s, Freddie would not emerge 
willingly from his den and Vanscoy opted to let him 
sleep. 'Tm beginning to suspect that earthquakes, El 

ino, acid rain, and other disasters may be the result 
of waking up groundhogs," he told the Associated 
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Art Shomo, 
coordinator 
of the DNR's 
Project Wild 
program, 
shakes hands 
with the mascot 
version of 
French Creek 
Freddie. 

Press in 1986, tongue firmly in cheek. "We're upsetting 
the natural order of things." 

Another time, a reporter from a TV station in 
Charleston wanted to record her stand-up with Freddie 
in the background. "W e set Freddie down and he went 
over and bit her on the boot. She squealed like she was 
being attacked by a tyrannosaurus rex." 

Van coy, who retired in 2001, is now writing a book 
about his time at the wildlife center, tentatively titled 
Bears in the Basement, Coons in the Kitchen . "I've been 
bit, kicked, or scratched by everything that is or was 
native to West Virginia," he says. And yes, Freddie 
will feature prominently in the narrative. 

There's Always Next Year 
The crowd at French Creek did not disperse after Freddie 
rendered his forecast for 2018. The festivities were not 
over. Some attendees retreated to the center's gift shop for 
cookies, coffee, hot cocoa, and a performance by the band 
Enny Corner, who wrote the event's official theme song: 
"Are You Ready for French Creek Freddie?" 

Others busied themselves with a wood chucking 
contest, tossing pieces of timber at a target to see 
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whose would land closest. Freddie was too busy with 
the news media to fina lly put to rest the immortal 
question about woodc hucks and their wood
chucking abilities. 

But what about his weather foreca ting abilities? 
As far as Vanscoy is concerned, Freddie maintains 
a 100 percent accuracy rate. "H ow do you tell the 
difference between six more weeks of bad weather and 
early pring?" he says. "Well, of course, nobody can." 

Evans, the wildlife center's current wildlife 
biologist, fea rs Freddie's latest prediction might be 
part of a trend. He also saw his shadow in 2016 and 
2017, after about seven years of predicting early springs. 
"He went from being really optimistic to not so optimistic. 
He's back to being glass half empty;' Evans says. #" 
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S
ince you are a reader of 
Wonderful West Virginia, I think 
you’ll agree that our West 
Virginia heritage is unique. I 
never tire of saying we need to 

wear our heritage like a badge of honor.  One 
of the ways we share our culture and promote 
our pride of place is by telling our state’s 
story—stories about our charming towns, our 
wild and majestic natural surroundings, and 
our creative and resilient people. 

I really enjoyed learning about award-
winning author Glenn Taylor in “A 
Dedication To Place” on page 8. His 
book, The Ballad of Trenchmouth Taggart, 
was a 2008 National Book Critics Circle 
Award finalist, and is a must-read. This 
Huntington native weaves West Virginia 
history and culture into his books, and I’m 
looking forward to reading his latest novel, 
A Hanging at Cinder Bottom.

But novelists aren’t the only kind of 
storytellers. I used to own a store that 
only sold West Virginia-made products. 
It was a great lesson in the importance of 
storytelling. When shoppers were looking 
at items like handblown glass ornaments 
or hand-forged iron tabletop flowers or 
carefully crafted ceramics, they weren’t 

editor’s letter

NIKKI BOWMAN, Editor
wonderfulwv@newsouthmediainc.com

Follow me on:
Instagram: theWVeditor

making purchasing decisions based on 
practical needs. What drew them to a 
product was the story—the story of who 
created it, how it was made, and where it 
came from. 

I have an affinity for our local artists and 
craftspeople, and I work to champion our 
small businesses and galleries that showcase 
our homegrown products. Tamarack is one of 
our state’s crown jewels. Not only does it give 
our artists, food producers, and craftspeople 
a place to sell their goods, but it introduces 
visitors to a more complete picture of what 
we have to offer in our beautiful state. And 
there are other wonderful spots as well. 
Artists at Work in Elkins, Artistry on 
Main in Buckhannon, Art Emporium in 
Charleston, Buxton & Landstreet Gallery 
and Studios in Thomas, and the Wheeling 
Artisan Center are a few that come to 
mind. Without places like these, it would 
be hard for our artists to support themselves 
through their crafts. 

As I read Hanna Wheeler Galinat’s 
article “In Deft Hands” on page 20, I was 
reminded that while writers and artists 
keep our heritage alive, they are also an 
important contributor to our economy. I’ve 
served on the Tamarack Foundation board 

for several years. The Tamarack system 
alone—through the retail facility and the 
foundation—has an economic impact of 
nearly $20 million a year. The next time 
you catch yourself heading to a big box 
convenience store, ask yourself if there’s a 
West Virginia-made option, and choose 
that instead. When you do, you buy more 
than just a product.

Storytelling connects people. Whether 
it takes the form of a photograph, a hand-
woven basket, a novel, a marketing campaign, 
or articles in a magazine, stories shape us, 
change us, and define us. Harold Goddard 
said, “The destiny of the world is determined 
less by the battles that are lost and won than 
by the stories it loves and believes in.” 

Make 2016 the year to surround yourself 
with beautiful stories,

Tucker 
County’s 
roads turn 
into a winter 
wonderland 
when snow 
falls.
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Write to us! We would love to hear from you. Send your comments 
to 709 Beechurst Avenue, Suite 14A, Morgantown, WV 26505 or email 
us at wonderfulwv@newsouthmediainc.com.

WEST VIRGINIA BOOKSHELF
CAMPBELL’S CREEK: A PORTRAIT OF A COAL 
MINING COMMUNITY
by Todd Hanson

$25.95, 8.5x11, 309 pages, paperback

This book offers a glimpse into the past—a 
documentation of the people, places, and 
activities of days gone by in Campbell’s Creek, 
a town that gave much of its energy to the 
industrial development of the Kanawha Valley 

and West Virginia. This special reprint edition combines the original 
book published in 1989 with an additional 136-page section featuring 
more than 200 new photographs, maps, charts, and illustrations.   

HIPPIE HOMESTEADERS: ARTS, CRAFTS, MUSIC 
AND LIVING ON THE LAND IN WEST VIRGINIA
by Carter Taylor Seaton

$22.99, 6x9, 240 pages, paperback

It’s the 1960s. The Vietnam War is raging and 
protests are erupting across the United States. 
In many quarters, young people are dropping 
out of society, leaving their urban homes behind 
in an attempt to find a safe place to live on 
their own terms, to grow their own food, and 
to avoid a war they passionately decry. During 

this time, West Virginia becomes a haven for thousands of these 
homesteaders—or back-to-the-landers, as they are termed by some. 
Others call them hippies.

A HANGING AT CINDER BOTTOM  
by Glenn Taylor

$15.95, 5x8, 400 pages, paperback

The year is 1910. Keystone, West Virginia, is the 
region’s biggest boomtown, and on a rainy Sunday 
morning in August, its townspeople are gathered 
in a red-light district known as Cinder Bottom to 
witness the first public hanging in over a decade. 

Abe Baach and Goldie Toothman are at the gallows. He’s Keystone’s 
most famous poker player; she’s the madam of its most infamous 
brothel. Abe split town seven years prior under suspicion of armed 
robbery and murder, and has been playing cards up and down the 
coast. But when he returns to Keystone to reunite with Goldie and to 
set the past right, the real swindle begins.

ORDER FORM 
Mail form and check to:

West Virginia Book Company
1125 Central Avenue
Charleston, WV 25302

Call: 304.342.1848
Email: wvbooks@wvbookco.com
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featured contributors

Shay Maunz is a writer 
and reporter who lives, 
works, knits, and bikes 
in Charleston. Since 
she joined New South 
Media in early 2014, 
she’s spent most of her 
time thinking, talking, 
and writing about 
West Virginia—which 
is a great way to spend 
time, in her opinion. 
Shay is a product of 
North Central West 
Virginia.

Mikenna Pierotti moved 
to West Virginia in 2010 
from upstate New York 
to complete her master’s 
degree in English, live 
in the mountains, and 
write. She loves digging 
around in the history, 
landscape, and culture 
of West Virginia, looking 
for those shiny gems that 
become great stories. She 
lives in Morgantown with 
her husband, Adam, her 
wiener dog, Tally, and far, 
far too many houseplants.

NOVEMBER READING
What a splendid issue you have put out for November! Every article 
so interesting, well written, and timely. Thank you so very much. I 
loved every word.
FRANCES LAYTON
LEWISBURG, via email

UP RIVER WITHOUT A MAP
On page 19 of your August issue, the article states that Mill Creek 
is in Parkersburg. Having grown up there, that did not ring a bell 
with me. ... You could say that Mill Creek is in Cottageville, or 
Ripley’s Landing, or even Ripley if you were referencing upstream. 
But not Parkersburg.
MIKE MARTIN
ALEXANDRIA, VA, via email

Editor’s Response
You’re so right, Mike! Thanks for bringing this to our attention. We 
apologize for the error.

Hanna Wheeler 
Galinat grew up in 
Independence where 
she learned to snap 
beans, swing on 
grape vines, butcher 
chickens, drive a stick 
shift on back roads, 
and other essentials. 
She has degrees in 
English and writing 
from Oberlin College 
and in elementary 
education from 
Antioch University 
New England. 

 QUANTITY TITLE PRICE AMOUNT

Campbell’s Creek: A Portrait 
of a Coal Mining Community $25.95

A Hanging at Cinder Bottom $15.95

Hippie Homesteaders: Arts, 
Crafts, Music and Living on 
the Land in West Virginia $22.99

Subtotal

West Virginia residents add 6% sales tax

SHIPPING: $4.50 covers 1st AND 2nd book  
$.50 for each additional book Shipping

TOTAL



4       WONDERFUL WEST VIRGINIA | JANUARY 2016

I
t started with a name, a larger-than-life character, 
and a bevy of settings. Later it continued through 
a war and its consequences on a young life. More 
recently it’s glanced past Keystone, West Virginia, 
a McDowell County boomtown that today looks 
a far cry from the diverse, bustling city it once 
was. Author Glenn Taylor’s career has flourished 
from a deep understanding of the history of his 
home state—from the birth of its industry and 
labor relations, through the patriotism that sent 
its children to war, and on to the bust that follows 

a boom—but his writing comes from the purely modern 
perspective of saving memory. With simple, yet lyrical 
prose, he’s crafted stories that have introduced readers 
across the world to the mythos and the truth, both large 
and small, that create the atmosphere of West Virginia—
the one place he feels he knows well enough to write about.

Taylor is one of West Virginia’s most widely recognized 
authors today. The Ballad of Trenchmouth Taggart, a 2008 
National Book Critics Circle Award finalist, launched his 
career with an epic tale of the oldest living man in West 
Virginia, who, with Forrest Gumpian luck, finds himself 
in the thick of 20th century West Virginian and American 
history. Next came The Marrowbone Marble Company, 
which tells the story of a young man off to World War II 
and the consequences of coming home to Huntington, his 
old job at the glass factory, and the struggles of race and 
class after the war. Most recently, A Hanging at Cinder 
Bottom, which starts with a dual hanging in a rough and 
wild coal town and quickly rewinds to a tale of long-con 
scams and romance, has been hailed by the New York Times 
as “can’t-quit-you” reading. 

A 
DEDICATION
TO PLACE

Award-winning author Glenn Taylor creates characters  
and places to honor, entertain, and hold a mirror to  

the history of his home state.
WRITTEN BY KATIE GRIFFITH

Taylor’s writing deftly pulls together the fantastical 
of West Virginia—the tall tales and taller personalities 
that adorn this state’s history—and the quick, practical 
realism that long has defined its scrappy farmers, 
miners, loggers, wives, and children. But his inspiration 
comes not from the hills that writers and songwriters 
wax so eloquent about. He’s not from the riverbeds 
where generations remember with fond lucidity the joys 
of casting a hook and feeling the quick tug of a catch. 
He’s not from coalfields where a streak of soot across 
the face is worn as a badge of honor. 

As much as West Virginia can claim one, Taylor 
is a city boy. The Huntington native who remembers 
clearly weekend afternoons spent at bat mitzvahs, 
the joys of Lebanese cuisine, and the convenience of 
ornate theaters just a bike ride away. “I didn’t notice 
the landscape or anything like that growing up,” he 
says, though he spent summers and weekends with 
his grandparents in Matewan and afternoons running 
around the hills outside Huntington. Like many 
children before him, Taylor had to leave West Virginia 
to find his appreciation: “I took it for granted and—
you’ve heard this tale before—once I left at 18, the 
longer I was away, and the farther away I lived, it gave 
me a nostalgia and appreciation, a longing for where I 
was from.”

 The longing hit him in Texas, a landscape as unlike 
West Virginia as any you might find. “When I was in 
Austin, in grad school, I didn’t really know my subject 
matter,” he says. “I was just kind of writing wandering-
young-man short stories like a lot of us do in grad 
school when you’re learning to be a writer. But on C
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Award-winning 
author Glenn Taylor 
has published three 
novels about the 
Mountain State and 
its people.
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opportunity to discuss perspectives on place and people 
with other notable Appalachian and southern writers. “I’m 
teaching a class right now called ‘Place is All You Have,’ 
which is a quote from Mississippi writer Larry Brown. He 
always got asked ‘What is it about Oxford, Mississippi, 
that produces so many great writers?’ And he said, ‘It isn’t 
anything. You take what you’ve got and you make your 
fiction from it, because place is all you have.’” 

Whether place means landscape, or people, or a 
mixture of both, Taylor understands what place and 
home give to a writer and how much they inspire his 
words. It’s why he has dedicated a career to giving back. 
His gift is genuine, truthful, and poetic storytelling. 
“I’m always worried that the people in McDowell 
County, for instance, will think that this is somehow 
disrespectful to them because the stories are so wild 
and focus on the boom times in a way that doesn’t 
romanticize them. It shows pretty wacky, rough stuff.” 
Instead the opposite has happened, he says. In one case, 
a library in McDowell requested a number of copies of 
Cinder Bottom. “I sent them, I didn’t hear anything, and 
finally I did email the librarian and was like, ‘What’s 
the word?’ And she said people loved them. They were 
requesting them in Welch and beyond. I find readers 
in this state are so generous and kind about the books. 
This is not some sensationalistic portrayal. It’s to honor 
what went on and what built this country—in large 
part the mines and the railroad.” w

visits home at Christmas and in the summers I started 
getting interested in West Virginia history, and I 
started stealing these books from my dad like Thunder 
in the Mountains by Lon Savage, The Battle of Blair 
Mountain by Robert Shogan. I started reading them, 
and they started swirling in my mind.” Those swirls 
soon became the basis of Trenchmouth. And, a few years 
later, a similar process focused on glassmaking in West 
Virginia opened his mind to Marrowbone. “I’m always 
writing to be accurate in terms of the way things were,” 
he says. “If I’m writing about a glass factory making 
marbles, I’m going to do my research so the people in 
glassmaking will say ‘Oh, he did his research.’ I want 
to make sure they don’t say, ‘Oh, this kid doesn’t know 
what he’s talking about.’”

While Taylor says his main goal is to create engaging 
literature, he’s also mindful that his stories, as widely 
sold as they are, are helping to shape the understanding 
of West Virginians, not just in-state, but around the 
country and the world. France loves Trenchmouth. So 
does Germany. “I try to make sure my audience knows 
that West Virginia is not a purely rural place with a 
purely homogenous people,” he says. “I think my latest 
novel shows folks that West Virginia is not just one 
thing, and that you can look at statistics about race or 
religion and, because of all the state’s rural areas, have a 
skewed perspective.”

Taylor, now an English professor at West Virginia 
University, recently returned from a trip to Nashville 
to the Southern Festival of Books, where he had the 
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Gallery

Red fox in the snow photographed by Steve Shaluta Photography
steveshaluta.com
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Snowy white-tailed doe photographed by BK Photography
facebook.com/photographybybk
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Preston County blue jay in early spring photographed by Kathy Jenkins
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Squirrel photographed by Kevin Jack Photography
kevinjackphotography.com



 WONDERFULWV.COM         13

“A WINTER 
GARDEN IN AN 
ALDER SWAMP

WHERE CONIES 
NOW COME 
OUT TO SUN 

AND ROMP,

AS NEAR A 
PARADISE AS IT 

CAN BE

AND NOT 
MELT SNOW 
OR START A 
DORMANT 

TREE.” 
A Winter Eden, ROBERT FROST
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DEFYING
WINTER

These plants don’t just survive West Virginia’s 
harshest winter weather, they thrive in it.

WRITTEN BY MIKENNA PIEROTTI
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I
magine you are rooted to the earth, and winter 
is coming. The ground beneath you grows cold, 
even under a blanket of leaves and moss. One 
morning, ice forms jagged crystals on your 
skin. The sun disappears behind gray clouds. 
Snow falls. It covers you, but you can’t move. 
How do you survive? “Animals have ways 
of making it through winter,” says George 
Longenecker, executive director of the West 

Virginia Botanic Garden in Morgantown and professor 
emeritus of landscape architecture at West Virginia 
University. Animals move, they hibernate, or they 
migrate. “Plants don’t do those things.”

In West Virginia, average winter temperatures range 
from 46 degrees Fahrenheit in December to 26 degrees 
Fahrenheit in January. In the upper elevations, places 
like Spruce Knob in Pendleton County and Dolly Sods 
Wilderness Area in the Monongahela National Forest, 
temperatures can dip to 20 below zero. At that point, the 
water in the ground starts to freeze and becomes unusable. 
Photosynthesis becomes difficult, if not impossible. For 
many green, growing life forms in these areas, winter is 
the end of the line.

Come January, the brush strokes of fall color on the 
hills have faded away, and the grasses have all dried 
up—some so stiff a breeze would snap them in half. 
The world seems fragile, if not dead. But Longenecker 
says it’s anything but. “Some plants are what’s called 
‘cold hardy.’ In this case, that’s the ability to tolerate 
freezing temperatures. Different plants do that in 
different ways,” he says. 

Herbaceous perennials, or those without woody 
stems, die back, all the way to the ground. But the parts 
of the plant in the ground remain alive. “The top will 
freeze and—even those plants that are tender, like the 
chrysanthemums in your garden—if they are allowed to 
collect leaves around their crowns, it acts as insulation. 
Those plants will often come back.” Other plants have 
needles or leaves with a waxy coating that resists freezing 
and drying. Still others, like the cereal grain rye, actually 
produce an antifreeze-like protein that protects them.

A walk through the woods at the apex of winter will 
reveal many such survivors, from deciduous trees like 
oaks and maples that shed their leaves in a rain of color 
every fall to conserve water, to the familiar evergreens. 
Standing out in swaths of dark green, they are the white 
cedars, red and white pines, and twisted juniper. They 
fight winter with needle-like or scaly leaves. Same goes 
for the rhododendrons and mountain laurel, two of the 
more common species you’ll find in West Virginia forests, 
Longenecker says. Their leaves are thick and leathery, 
trapping moisture inside and locking out frost.

These are all winter survivors. But what about 
winter defiers? Some plants have evolved not only to 
make it through the coldest weather but to thrive in it. 
Some produce flowers so late you’ll find them blooming 
under a blanket of snow, and some sprout berries 
so hardy they cling for months, providing food for 
birds and other animals even in the bleak days of late 

winter and early spring. “These plants fulfill different 
niches in the environment. From the standpoint of 
distribution of offspring and seeds, there are lots of 
ways plants have evolved to do that in every season. But 
in winter, you can’t help but look around at them in 
wonder,” Longenecker says. 

Take a walk in the winter wilderness this year, and 
you’ll discover that some of the most beautiful flora in West 
Virginia only don their best attire in the harshest months.

 
American Holly (Ilex opaca)
This symbol of wintry holiday festivity, the wood of 
which was once used to make whip handles, doesn’t 
tolerate the coldest of winters. American holly is more 
commonly found in the Southeast but is moving north 
where temperatures are often colder, and the Appalachian 
Mountains currently make up the northernmost edge of 
its range.

You’ll find this slow-growing understory tree in both 
swampy and dry soils. It can grow to more more than 30 
feet tall and has distinct, shiny evergreen leaves that curve 
into points along the edges. It flowers May to June with 
clusters of white blossoms, which produce green berries 
that turn red in October and stay on the plant for months, 
providing late winter forage for some animals. “When 
migratory animals like robins come back in spring, and 
we have a good snow on the ground, they’ll eat the holly 
berries to stay alive.” 

Many plants can 
survive West 
Virginia’s winters 
with sharp or 
leathery leaves that 
conserve water and 
protect against 
frost. Some even 
produce special 
proteins that 
protect their cells 
from freezing. 
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Eastern Mistletoe (Phoradendron leucarpum)
Another icon of holiday parties—and surprise kisses—bright 
green mistletoe is easy to spot with its white berries and 
smooth evergreen leaves hanging among bare branches in 
winter. Few know the plant is actually a parasite. “It sends its 
roots into the tree and it gets some of its sustenance that way, 
though it can also carry on photosynthesis,” Longenecker 
says. “It’s not normally devastating to the tree.”

Many people today hang fake plastic mistletoe over 
doorways to steal kisses during the holidays, but in the 
wild, the plant is a keystone species. It provides food 

and shelter for birds and, in turn, those hungry animals 
spread its seed. 

“Birds will eat the mistletoe berries, digest them, 
and spread the seeds through excrement or, because the 
berries are very sticky, some will attach to the birds’ 
beaks. The birds will try to rub them off on the bark 
of a tree and those berries will get stuck to the tree,” 
Longenecker says. 

Once stuck, a mistletoe seed hardens, sprouts, and 
slowly digs its root into a host plant’s vascular system. 
From there the two become nearly inseparable.

Mistletoe is actually 
a parasite that loves 
elm and hackberry 
trees. It’s easy to 
spot among bare 
branches.
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A Winter Garden
You don’t have to travel far to 
find winter color if you have 
space in your garden beds. 
Add Jasminum nudiflorum, or 
winter jasmine, a shrub with long, 
slender branches bearing yellow 
or white six-petaled flowers from 
November to March. A native 
of China, it’s cultivated around 
the world in full sun to partial 
shade. Urban gardeners might try 
snowdrops, or Galanthus nivalis, 
one of the first blooms to appear 
in February. These seemingly 
fragile plants appear on short 
green stems, which often break 
through snow and ice to bear 
white, gracefully down-turned 

flowers. Snowdrops spread—one 
reason they’ve become natural-
ized outside their native Europe. 
Keep them contained and in 
part shade. Anyone can plant a 
Christmas rose, Helleborus niger, 
if you have a shady spot under a 
deciduous tree. It will produce 
white or pink-tinged flowers 
with lime green centers among 
evergreen leaves in early January. 
Like many winter flora, it has a 
few legends attached. One tells 
of a young girl in Bethlehem who, 
finding herself without a gift for 
the newly born Christ, cried tears 
that turned into flowers.

Witch hazel often 
flowers so late in fall 
that its blossoms 
end up covered in 
snow. It’s a common 
companion of 
wintergreen.

Snowdrops Christmas rose
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American Wintergreen (Gaultheria procumbens)
Although some lookalikes may be found in the state, like 
the spotted wintergreen, American wintergreen, also known 
as eastern teaberry, is the only fruiting understory shrub in 
West Virginia with the distinct, refreshing flavor mimicked 
in candies, gums, and toothpastes around the world. 

Growing no more than six inches tall, wintergreen creeps 
across the forest floor with shiny oval leaves that, when 
rubbed, give off the telltale wintergreen smell. Its leaves, like 
its berries, are edible and were often used by Native Americans 
and early European colonists to make tea. The plant does 
contain an aspirin-like compound, Longenecker warns, and 
can cause allergic reactions in those sensitive to salicylic acid. 

Wintergreen flowers from July to August with 
drooping, bell-shaped white blossoms, and its 
berries ripen from October to December. If you’re 
looking to find your own patch, head to groves of 
maple, oak, or poplar. Wintergreen likes to grow 
beneath cover. 

Or seek out one of wintergreen’s common 
companions, another late fall- and early winter-
thriving tree with medicinal properties, Hamamelis 
virginiana commonly known as witch hazel. Its 
golden, spidery flowers bloom so late in fall you’ll 
often find them—like the rest of the state—buried 
under snow, hoping for spring thaw. w 

You might smell 
wintergreen 
before you 
notice it 
underfoot. 
This winter 
plant’s edible 
leaves and 
berries give off 
a refreshing 
scent.
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IN

DEFT 
HANDS 

West Virginia’s long tradition of 
handiwork continues through 

the modern era.

WRITTEN BY HANNA WHEELER GALINAT
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W
est Virginia’s 
rugged hills 
demanded that 
people living 
among them 
create their own 
implements to 
make life easier. 
Pioneers tied 

tassels to sticks to sweep the hearth. A winter’s project 
was hand-planing wood into the rails of a chair to pass 
long evenings by the fire. And almost every hamlet 
had someone to perform the alchemy of turning fire, 
water, and iron into hayforks. Today, these crafts live 
on in the hands of West Virginia’s artisans. Some craft 
as a hobby, some teach beginners, and some make their 
livings selling their work, but they all find inspiration 
within the landscape. 

BrenWood Forge & Brooms
Brenda and Woody Harman fit together like the plaits of 
Brenda’s hand-tied brooms. They own BrenWood Forge 
& Brooms in Pocahontas County, an ironworks and 
broom shop, which is an amalgamation of their names 
and talents. They play together, riding horses or enjoying 
the view from their deck, and they work together from 

home—Brenda in the basement by the fire and Woody 
out in the forge, where he crafts tools to help Brenda 
create her brooms. Likewise, Brenda makes brooms to 
include in Woody’s fireplace tool sets. 

Woody is a self-taught blacksmith and makes everything 
from hand tools to decorative scrollwork. “I taught myself, 
so I’m not limited by anything,” he says. His coal-burning 
forge is based on a design from the 1800s, though he 
uses modern equipment. He has a portable forge with a 
hand-crank blower for classes, such as the ones he teaches at 
the Augusta Heritage Center in Elkins. He salvages some 
materials and buys some from Beckley Steel. Brenda refers 
to their backyard collection of rusting hay rakes as “the junk 
pile,” while Woody calls it his “treasures.” 

When Woody gives demonstrations, people approach 
him excited to learn the uses for tools left by their great-
grandfathers in barns long ago. “They like to see a working 
blacksmith,” he says. “It was such an important part of our 
culture.” That curiosity about blacksmithing is leading to 
its resurrection. Woody sees more and more new faces at 
his classes and at smithing conventions called “hammer-
ins” where blacksmiths trade ideas and new smiths learn 
techniques. “People are taking pride in things they can 
make themselves,” he says. 

Brenda’s training is a bit more formal. She attended 
the John C. Campbell Folk School in North Carolina 
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Brenda Harman, 
a broom maker, 
and Woody 
Harman, a 
blacksmith, craft 
their creations 
together at home 
in Pocahontas 
County. 
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and makes brooms the old-fashioned way: using broom 
corn and tying each piece with twine rather than with wire. 
Thanks to Woody, she uses homemade needles to make a 
tight stitch, helping her brooms last. “I’m probably one of 
the only broom makers with titanium needles,” she jokes. 
Brenda works around the clock filling Internet sales, creating 
custom orders, and keeping galleries stocked—her brooms 
have sold in 40 states and five countries. 

She and Woody are both members of the Pocahontas 
County Artisan Co-op and they help run the 4th Avenue 
Gallery in Marlinton. Between the busy hours and during 
downtime, the couple rides horses to scout for broom handles in 
the forest, looking particularly for branches with unusual scars 
or spiral effects from vines. Brenda keeps these in her “handle 
hutch,” where she sorts them by type of wood and curing time.

Like Woody, Brenda enthusiastically engages audiences 
when demonstrating her craft. She teaches the history 
of broom corn and broom folklore. “Tourists soak that 
information up,” she says. “They want their kids to know 
about heritage crafts.”  

BrenWood Forge & Brooms, Hillsboro, 304.653.8550, 
forgeandbroom.com   

Pine Needle Baskets
Anne Beardslee is inspired by the shapes she sees when 
hiking in the hills. “It could be tree burls or a mushroom 

that has a different top,” she says. The pine needle baskets 
she coils by hand reflect those flowing shapes she finds in 
nature. Beardslee even collects walnuts on her property, 
slices them into rounds, and works them into her baskets. 
“The texture reminds me of the forest,” she says. 

She uses longleaf pine needles, which are the longest of 
any southern pine. Beardslee boils them in the morning and 
makes her baskets in the evening after the needles are cool 
but still wet, sewing the coils together with a strong and rot-
resistant linen. Between crafting, she works at the Artists 
at Work Gallery in Elkins and at West Virginia Mountain 
Highlands, a nonprofit promoting tourism in the Potomac 
Highland region. Beardslee’s expertise developed over years 
of practice and today the artist makes enough baskets to 
supply several gallaries.

Southern Native American tribes developed pine needle 
basketry thousands of years ago, and when she saw a friend’s 
example, Beardslee was fascinated. She studied the basket’s 
shape and tried making her own. The process to complete 
her first, tiny piece took nine discouraging hours, but she 
tried again, developed her technique, and never looked back. 
Today Beardslee respects the history of her craft, though she 
worries about its future. “Basket-making is tens of thousands 
of years old,” she says. “The problem is there are almost no 
young people doing this. It really has become a lost art.”

Anne Beardslee, Elkins, 304.591.4311, artistsatwork.us  C
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Anne 
Beardslee’s 
hand-coiled 
baskets 
are made 

from pine 
needles and 
other natural 
materials like 
shells. 
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ATTA-Way Rockers
Tom Doak’s rocking chairs are beautiful, functional, 
and steeped in history. Their unique lattice pattern is a 
Doddridge County design dating back to the 1800s, when 
a farmer named Ronald James made chairs in the winter. 
James’s daughter gave a chair to her nephew, Doak’s father, 
who used it as a template to make more chairs, which he 
sold to neighbors. When his father passed away, Doak 
filled the leftover chair orders himself. 

At the time, Doak was teaching high school. He 
wondered if the economics lessons he taught in class really 
worked, so he started a chair-making business. Almost 
30 years later and with Doak retired from teaching, his 
business is still going strong. “I guess it worked,” he laughs. 
His success has made the chair well known as the ATTA-
Way rocker, a name that comes from the first initials of his 
family members: Anna, Tom, Tricia, and Anessa. 

Doak uses mostly West Virginia hardwoods, including 
oak, walnut, maple, and cherry. He customizes his chairs 
with different wood combinations and fits them to a 
customer’s height. When he’s not in the shop, he’s on the 
road. He travels to the Mountain State Art & Craft Fair, 
Augusta Festival Craft Fair, Pipestem Resort State Park 
Gift Show, and others. Tamarack and multiple state parks 
display the ATTA-Way chairs so visitors can rock and relax 
with a piece of West Virginia heritage. 

Doak makes the chairs in his home workshop in West Union, 
where his wife and niece also help with the business. Since he 
started, he has made 4,888 chairs as well as porch swings and 
tables, all with the signature lattice. So many chairs later, he says, 
“It’s enjoyable to make them. I’m shooting for 5,000.”

ATTA-Way Rockers, West Union, 304.873.1852, 
attawayrockers.biz 

Tom Doak’s chairs 
are displayed at the 
Augusta Heritage 
Festival. “The shows 
are the interesting 
part because you 

meet a lot of nice 
people,” he says. 
Known as the ATTA-
Way Rocker, the 
design dates back to 
the 1800s. 
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Appalachian Glass
Chip Turner of Appalachian Glass has a scientist’s 
knowledge, a tycoon’s business skills, and an artist’s 
sensibilities. But he rejects those labels in favor of his 
trade’s name. “Be proud of what you do. Call yourself 
what you are,” the glassmaker says. 

Glassmaking is one of America’s oldest industries and an 
important part of West Virginia’s heritage. Like other heritage 
professions such as blacksmithing and carpentry, hand-blown 
glassmaking involves handiwork and creativity. Turner learned 
glassmaking “from the ground up.” In high school, he took a 
glassblowing course and, after graduation, worked for several 
glass houses—starting in the maintenance department and 
working up to a facility manager position. “When you work 
with something every day, you absorb a lot,” he says. By 
2001, he had enough experience to open his own company: 
Appalachian Glass in Weston. 

Operating a true family business, Turner, his 
father, and his son manufacture glass six days a week. 
Turner’s glass sells in 38 states and 20 state parks, and 
he travels to multiple fairs with his portable furnace. 
Nearly 65 tour buses a year stop at Appalachian Glass, 
which he calls “a cross between a glass gallery and a 
country store.” 

What inspires Turner is colors. He’ll photograph 
autumn leaves or spring wildflowers, zooming in so 
that a seemingly plain white flower reveals rich reds 
and yellows. Turner references these photos when 
designing new glasswork. “No one can arrange colors 
better than nature,” he says. 

Appalachian Glass, Weston, 304.269.1030, shopwva.com 

Chip Turner, the 
proprietor of 
Appalachian Glass, 
blows glass six 
days a week with 
his family and 
hosts more than 65 
tour buses a year. 
“In glassmaking, 
you’re either full 
bore or you’re not 
doing it,” he says. 
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 A Wintry Walk
Tired of staying cooped up all winter?  

Strap on a pair of snowshoes and explore  
the terrain around you. 

WRITTEN BY SHAY MAUNZ
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W 
hen people 
talk about 
snowshoeing, 
they tend to 
do it in almost 
poetic terms. 
It’s all about 
the hush of a 
forest cloaked 
in snow, the 
whisper of wind 

through the trees, the calming effect of a landscape covered 
in white. The most casual conversation quickly evolves into 
a meditation on a mental state that can only be achieved 
walking alone through a snowy forest. “Winter is magic,” 
says Chip Chase, owner of the White Grass Ski Touring 
Center in Davis, during one such conversation. “It’s ethereal. 
It doesn’t last long, it’s here today and—poof—it’s gone 
tomorrow. If you can get out there on snowshoes in the first 
moments after the snow, it’s something really special.” Mary 
Willis, who owns the Elk River Touring Center in Slaty 
Fork with her husband Gil, is just as smitten. “The farther 
out you get the quieter it gets,” she says. “The snow blankets 
the underbrush and everything becomes quieter and more 
magical. You know how snow is—it’s pretty enticing.” 

Animals developed a body feature akin to snowshoes 
millennia ago. The snowshoe hare, for example, has feet that 
are almost comically big compared to the rest of its body, with 
a large surface area that keeps the animal from sinking into 
drifts. Without those wide feet, the hare wouldn’t be able to 
move through the powdery terrain during North American 
winters. Humans developed their own version between 4,000 
and 6,000 years ago for much the same reason: The most 
efficient way to travel in a thick sea of snow is by moving over 
it, not through. Old-fashioned snowshoes consisted of big 
hardwood frames and latticework made from rawhide, and 
they were used for just about every winter activity imaginable. 
Native Americans wore them to hunt and fish, fur traders 
wore them to visit animal traps, and farmers wore them to the 
barn to feed the livestock. “They’re really good work tools,” 
Chase says. “They have a lot of utilitarian purpose.”

In the 1970s a more high-tech snowshoe was developed 
featuring lightweight metal, heavy-duty plastic, and neoprene 
webbing. “It changed the appearance of snowshoeing, because 
now you weren’t wearing this big wooden thing on your 
feet,” says Candice Bosworth, the executive director of the 
United States Snowshoe Association. “You were wearing 
something sleek and metallic with binding that didn’t take 
an hour to put on, and you could maneuver with them better 

Snowshoes, 
invented thousands 
of years ago, 
mimic the natural 
design of animals 
whose feet have 

developed to allow 
them to walk, hop, 
and run on snow. 
Today tourists 
and locals alike 
enjoy winter walks 

through the snowy 
landscape of places 
like White Grass Ski 
Touring Center in 
Canaan Valley.

“THE SIMPLICITY OF IT MAKES YOU                   
    MORE AWARE OF WHAT’S AROUND YOU.”
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because they were smaller. It modernized the concept 
of snowshoeing.” Today, most snowshoeing is done for 
fun. “We’ve come to a point in our society where we can 
play more,” Chase says. “We don’t have to use snowshoes 
for work because we don’t do that kind of work so much 
these days.” 

There are plenty of ways to enjoy the outdoors in West 
Virginia, even during the most frigid of winter days—
downhill skiing and snowboarding come to mind as well as 
ice skating and cross-country skiing. But the advantage to 
snowshoeing is that it can be done anywhere. 

A trail designed and maintained especially for 
snowshoes is nice but you don’t need one. A thick layer of 
snow covers most of the smaller greenery anyway, so there’s 
actually a lot less tricky maneuvering than during a warm 
weather hike. “It’s an independent thing to do,” Bosworth 
says. “You can go where you want, when you want, how 
you want—how long, how short. You can climb mountains 
with snowshoes on. You can walk through the woods. 
You can walk through the park. It’s an independent, 
individualized activity.” Plus, it’s easy. The same way 
“hiking” is just a fancy term for walking in the woods, 
“snowshoeing” is just walking with something strapped 
on your feet. A 3-mile walk in snowshoes may feel like 5 
miles, but all that aerobic activity comes in handy—with 
the right clothing you’ll stay plenty warm. 

As an antidote to long, drowsy winter days spent 
nestled inside, insulated from the beauty of this dynamic 
season we call winter, snowshoeing becomes a way to 
access the outdoors that we too often think of as off 
limits when there’s a foot or more of snow on the ground. 
“The simplicity of it makes you more aware of what’s 
around you,” Chase says. “You notice deer and birds and 
terrain and things you would normally just whiz by in a 
recreational ski situation. You just take it all in.” w

Blackwater Falls State Park
More than 20 miles of trails are open for snowshoeing along an 
8-mile gorge cut by the Blackwater River. Rentals are available.

1584 Blackwater Lodge Road, Davis, 304.259.5216  
blackwaterfalls.com 

Canaan Valley Resort State Park 
In addition to downhill skiing slopes, some hiking trails are open 
to snowshoers and offer exquisite mountain views and a trek 
through swaths of wilderness. Rentals are available.

230 Main Lodge Road, Davis, 304.866.4121, canaanresort.com

Elk River Touring Center 
Snowshoers have access to 3 miles of maintained trails border-
ing the Monongahela National Forest as well as another 22 
miles that crisscross the Highland Scenic Highway. Beginners 
will find snowshoe rentals for adults and children, plus guided 
tours and lessons.

US-219, Slaty Fork, 304.572.3771, ertc.com 

Pipestem Resort State Park 
Fifteen miles of trails are open to snowshoers. Pipestem is  
home to beautiful scenic overlooks of the Bluestone Gorge. 

3405 Pipestem Drive, Pipestem, 304.466.1800  
pipestemresort.com 

Timberline Four Seasons Resort 
More than 9 miles of groomed trails are available for snowshoeing 
through the higher ranges of the Allegheny Mountains. 

254 Four Seasons Drive, Davis, 304.866.4801  
timberlineresort.com 

Snowshoe Mountain
Twenty-five miles of cross country trails as well as rentals 
are available, and Snowshoe offers excellent access to the 
backcountry.  

10 Snowshoe Drive, Snowshoe, 877.441.4386  
snowshoemtn.com 

White Grass Ski Touring Center
Visitors will find nearly 40 miles of trails between 3,200- and 
4,400-foot elevations, plus cross country gear rentals and sales. 
Whitegrass picks up some 160 feet of annual snowfall, and the 
property covers 1,200 vertical feet. 

643 Weiss Knob Ski Road, Davis, 304.866.4114, whitegrass.com 
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JANUARY 1
First Day Hike
Pipestem Resort State Park
Pipestem
304.466.1800

First Day Hike
Cacapon Resort State Park
Berkeley Springs
304.258.1022, ext. 5209

First Day Hike
Blackwater Falls State Park
Davis
304.259.5216

A Tree!-mendous Hike
Bluestone State Park
Hinton
304.466.2805

Shanghai Parade
Downtown Lewisburg
304.645.1434

JANUARY 2
Little Princess Ball
North Bend State Park
Cairo
304.643.2931

JANUARY 3
12th Annual Wedding Expo
Charleston Civic Center
Charleston
304.345.1500

JANUARY 8–10
Burton Women’s Snowboard Camp
Snowshoe Resort
Snowshoe
877.441.4FUN

JANUARY 9
Woody Hawley Presents  
Hank Williams Tribute
The Clay Center
Charleston
304.561.3570

7th Annual Frozen Sasquatch 25K/50K
Kanawha State Forest
Charleston
304.558.3500

JANUARY 15
Art & Ale Tasting
Stifel Fine Arts Center
Wheeling
304.242.7700

JANUARY 15–17
RV & Boat Show
Big Sandy Superstore Arena
Huntington
304.696.5990

Winter Wonder Weekend
North Bend State Park
Cairo
304.558.2754

WV Hunting & Fishing Show
Charleston Civic Center
Charleston
304.345.1500

JANUARY 16
Menopause the Musical
Capitol Theatre
Wheeling
304.233.4470

JANUARY 21
Jerry Seinfeld Performs
Capitol Theatre
Wheeling
304.233.4470

Ron White Performs
The Clay Center
Charleston
304.561.3570

JANUARY 22
Eric Bibb Performs
Carnegie Hall
Lewisburg
304.645.7917

JANUARY 22–24
Primitive Bushcraft Weekend Workshop
Pipestem Resort State Park
Pipestem
304.466.1800

JANUARY 28
ABBA Mania
Smoot Theatre
Parkersburg
304.422.7529

JANUARY 30
Winter Music Festival
Various Locations
Lewisburg
304.645.1000

NOTE: Times and events are subject to change. 
Please call ahead before attending an event.

Subscribe to Wonderful West Virginia!
Call 800.CALL.WVA or visit wonderfulwv.com

MOVING? Take us along! To have your 
Wonderful West Virginia subscription forwarded 
to your new address, visit wonderfulwv.com and 
follow the instructions for address changes or call 
800.CALL.WVA and ask an operator to change your 
address to your new location.

January Events 800.CALL.WVA 
wvtourism.com  |  wvstateparks.com/calendar.html
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Blackwater Falls State Park Ice-covered falls are a majestic sight after a heavy snowfall.
Blackwater Falls State Park, Davis, blackwaterfalls.com
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WONDERGRAMS  

Share your photos of West Virginia with us! 
Send Instagram-style photos to wonderfulwv@
newsouthmediainc.com or use the hashtag 
#wondergrams on Instagram.

 LEFT TO RIGHT  Holly in Charleston by Don Brogan; 
Aurora farm in Preston County by Jennifer Stone; 
Calhoun County road by Carolyn Mitchell; snow-
covered trees in Mineral Wells by Carletta Johnston; 
Parkersburg cardinal by Stephanie Carpenter; frozen 
lake in Bridgeport by Michael Eagle; Sutton sunrise 
by Jessica Cox; snowy Capitol in Charleston by Philip 
Miles; Tucker County cross-country skier by Laura 
Moul; barred owl in Canaan Valley by Val Carnell; fall 
leaves covered in snow by Kris Hawlins in Fayette 
County. Photos published at editor’s discretion.
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A
nother year comes to a 
close—and what a year it 
has been. Looking back over 
all of the issues of Wonderful 
West Virginia from 2016, 

we’ve covered a lot of ground. Literally. 
From enlightening stories on lightning bugs 
and cicadas (remember those?) to stunning 
photography of cerulean warblers, wetlands, 
and waterfalls, the magazines have taken us 
to places we’ve never been and introduced us 
to some fascinating stories about our natural 
environment. We’ve covered trailblazers 
and trails being blazed. We’ve paid homage 
to our heritage with stories on our old mills 
and one-room schoolhouses. We’ve gone 
snowshoeing and snowmobiling (page 27). 
We’ve eaten lichen, mushrooms (page 6), and 
wild game, as well as food made from recipes 
adapted from 18th century cookbooks. 

editor’s letter

NIKKI BOWMAN, Editor
wonderfulwv@newsouthmediainc.com

Follow me on:
Instagram: theWVeditor

Wonderful West Virginia readers are, 
well, wonderfully engaged. There’s not an 
issue that goes by that we don’t hear from 
you. Although time does not permit us to 
personally respond to each letter, we hear 
you! Sometimes you tell us how much 
you love or hate the cover. Sometimes you 
share story ideas and photos, sometimes 
you correct us, and sometimes you just say 
“thank you.” Given the amount of mail we 
received about one-room schoolhouses, we 
think that might have been your favorite 
photo gallery. No matter what you have to 
say, we appreciate hearing from you.

It has been a good year, and I’m looking 
forward to 2017. (Wow. Did I just type 
that?) Working on this magazine is a 
great privilege. Each time I hold a new 
issue in my hands, I recall the stacks of 
Wonderful West Virginia magazines on my 

grandmother’s coffee table. As a young 
child, I’d play on her old Underwood 
typewriter and pretend that I wrote for this 
magazine. It is an honor to be part of its 
history and, as we look to 2017, we have more 
entertaining and engaging stories and some 
pretty amazing photos to share with you. 

From all of us at New South Media, 
thank you for supporting this magazine. 
Hopefully we have helped make 2016 a 
little more WONDERFUL!

Explore. Dream. Discover.

“TWENTY YEARS FROM NOW YOU WILL BE 
MORE DISAPPOINTED BY THE THINGS THAT 

YOU DIDN’T DO THAN BY THE ONES YOU DID 
DO. SO THROW OFF THE BOWLINES. SAIL 

AWAY FROM THE SAFE HARBOR. CATCH THE 
TRADE WINDS IN YOUR SAILS. 

EXPLORE. DREAM. DISCOVER.”
Mark Twain



Greetings from  
GOVERNOR AND FIRST LADY TOMBLIN

A
s your Governor and First Lady, we would like to wish a happy holiday season and a bright new year to 
West Virginians across the state.

The holiday season is an especially joyous time for our family, and we’re sure for many of yours. It’s 
a time when families come together and we all take the opportunity to focus on the gift of giving and 
fellowship. It’s also when we look forward to the new year and look back on past years.

This year, we look back on the six holiday seasons we have spent here in the Governor’s Office—six Joyful Nights 
of reading to our state’s children, six Capitol Tree Lighting ceremonies, and six holiday celebrations shared with our 
friends and family.

The experiences we’ve been so fortunate to have while serving the State of West Virginia will forever be 
cherished. And as this year—and our time in this office—comes to an end, we also look forward toward our great 
state’s bright future.

To every Mountaineer near and far, we send our warmest wishes for your holiday season, and thank each of you 
for the greatest gift—the privilege and honor to serve as your Governor and First Lady.

Happy Holidays,
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In 
my relatively short time as your DNR director, more than 400,000 individuals have obtained their 
“DNR numbers.” That means you and we have adapted to the new Electronic License and Game 
Checking System with flying colors. With certain exemptions for juniors as well as some seniors and 
landowners, you can see we are approaching the half-million mark for folks who hunt, fish, or both in 
West Virginia. Congratulations!

Although the Mountain State is a highly ranked destination for many beyond our borders, the bulk of that volume 
originates from our home-grown resident population of some 1.8 million Mountaineers. It could be that, when you 
allow for the hikers, bikers, birders, campers, and wildlife and leaf watchers, just about every one of us enjoys the great 
outdoors. Surely looks that way. And with service to that public in mind, we have not been resting on our laurels. 
Along with our many gracious conservation partners, donors, and you, the license-buying and federal excise tax-
paying customers, we’ve been making some major progress.

For example: We have added some record 50,000 acres of Wildlife Management Area (WMA) to the state, 
providing not only for wildlife habitat but related tourism potential for the massive host of users out there. With many 
thanks to one key partner, The Conservation Fund, we added the largest single state DNR parcel in state history to 
provide for both our fledgling elk restoration program and other wildlife. About the time you read this, our initial elk 
restoration transplant “hooves on the ground” should be nigh, with much thanks to our U. S. Forest Service partners 
in west Kentucky. Rudolph the Red-Nosed Reindeer might have a little elk-like competition this year. 

In another example, Mr. Jack L. Workman, a most generous donor, provided for the new Forks of Coal State 
Natural Area just south of the capital city. This 100-acre parcel is readily accessible to the public off US 119/Corridor 
G in Kanawha County, and also houses the new DNR District 5 headquarters at a centralized location for both our 
Law Enforcement and Wildlife Resources sections after many years apart. Though Mr. Workman recently passed 
away, he left confident that DNR would fulfill his dreams and those of his late wife Claudia with a particular slant 
toward the youth of Appalachia.

With Department of Commerce and Administration approval, DNR has embarked on one of the largest single 
statewide capital improvement eras in its history. No economic slowdown here! Although much of this work is 
inglorious repairs to our State Park and Wildlife Management Area water and sewer systems and cabins, fishing dams, 
and hatcheries, this work is critical to our long-term performance and continuing ability to serve you. 

As you can see, there is no lack of outdoor excitement in Wonderful West Virginia. We forecast more of the same 
for 2017. And with that, Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year!

Robert A. Fala, Director
Division of Natural Resources

A
HOLIDAY MESSAGE 

from WVDNR Director Robert Fala
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Write to us! We would love to hear from you. 
Send your comments to 709 Beechurst Avenue, 
Suite 14A, Morgantown, WV 26505 or email us 
at wonderfulwv@newsouthmediainc.com.

WEST VIRGINIA BOOKSHELF
ASHES OF ROSES AND WAR and THE 
LEGEND OF MAMMY JANE
by Sibyl Jarvis Pischke 

Combo Price $22.95 (reg. $35.90)
You save $12.95!

These page-turning companion 
novels follow the adventures of two 

strong, independent young Civil War-era women who surmount 
incredible odds to flourish and help those around them. They 
are memorable and thrilling works that celebrate the enduring 
pioneer spirit. Fan favorites for years, these books are always 
great holiday gifts. 

THE CIVIL WAR IN WEST 
VIRGINIA, PICTORIAL 
HISTORY OF WEST 
VIRGINIA CIVIL WAR SITES, 
and IMAGES OF THE CIVIL 
WAR IN WEST VIRGINIA 
by Stan Cohen

Combo Price $32.95 (reg. $53.85) You save $20.90! 

Highly recommended and generally regarded as the “big three” 
of West Virginia Civil War history, these books chronicle the 
battles, skirmishes, commanders, and politics of the era. This 
definitive collection features extensive maps, photographs, and 
historical documents that are valuable tools for understanding 
the events that shaped West Virginia.

HOT DOGS FROM ALMOST 
HEAVEN, COOKIN’ IN A 
COAL CAMP, and MUCH 
MORE THAN BEANS AND 
CORNBREAD  
by various authors

Combo Price $19.95  
(reg. $35.85) 
You save $15.90!

Get three of the state’s tried and true cookbooks with this limited-
time offer. Given their broad and delicious sampling of down-home 
recipes, you’ll turn to these books over and over again for their 
easy-to-make dishes that just about everybody will love.

ORDER FORM 
Mail form and check to:

West Virginia Book Company
1125 Central Avenue
Charleston, WV 25302

Call: 304.342.1848
Email: wvbooks@wvbookco.com

NAME 

ADDRESS

CITY     STATE   ZIP

PHONE

VISA/MASTERCARD

EXP. DATE                              CVV# 
             (3 digits on back of card)

SIGNATURE

featured contributors

Zack Harold is a 
southern West Virginia 
native. He covered 
education, health, and 
government at the 
Charleston Daily Mail 
before becoming the 
newspaper’s features 
editor. He joined New 
South Media in 2015, 
became managing 
editor of WV Living in 
January 2016, and took 
over as managing editor 
of Wonderful West 
Virginia in July 2016.

Mikenna Pierotti moved 
to West Virginia in 2010 
from upstate New York 
to complete her master’s 
degree in English, live in 
the mountains, and write. 
She loves digging around 
in the history, landscape, 
and culture of West 
Virginia, looking for those 
shiny gems that become 
great stories. She lives 
in Morgantown with her 
husband, Adam, her 
wiener dog, Tally, and far, 
far too many houseplants.

Danielle Taylor is a 
freelance writer who 
covers outdoor recreation, 
conservation, public lands, 
and travel, and she’s 
spending much of 2016 
on a road trip to visit as 
many of America’s parks 
as possible. To learn about 
her work and travels, follow 
her on Twitter (twitter.
com/adventureedit) and 
Facebook (facebook.
com/adventureeditorial), 
and visit her website 
(adventureeditorial.com).

 QUANTITY TITLE PRICE  AMOUNT

Ashes of Roses and War and 
The Legend of Mammy Jane

$22.95

Hot Dogs from Almost Heaven, 
Cookin’ in a Coal Camp, and 
Much More Than Beans and 
Cornbread 

$19.95

The Civil War in West Virginia, 
Pictorial History of West Virginia 
Civil War Sites, and Images of 
the Civil War in West Virginia 

$32.95

Subtotal

      West Virginia residents add 6% sales tax

SHIPPING: $4.50 covers 1st AND 2nd book  
$.50 for each additional book Shipping

    TOTAL

Josh Shackleford 
developed a love for 
photography in high 
school. Achieving a 
degree in graphic 
design further cultivated 
his love for art. Recently 
the 31-year-old has dis-
covered his new passion 
of macro photography, 
capturing the world’s 
most intricate details. 
Josh resides in Beckley 
with his wife, son, and 
daughter. flickr.com/
advertisingwv

REMEMBERING ONE-ROOM SCHOOLS
In the July issue, the Gallery section brought back 
many memories for me. I attended Mount Pleasant 
School in Monroe County in the 1930s and ‘40s. 
The school is (or was) located about three or four 
miles east of Alderson on Flat Mountain Road. 
My grandparents attended the same school. The 
photos, including the cover, were great. The photo 
on page 12 (Mission Ridge) shows the “central 
heating system”—a pot belly stove in the center of 
the room. The desks told me that some boys had 
barlow knives and had whittled on them.

ALFRED HOLLIDAY, Charlottesville, Virginia via mail

CORRECTION
Wonderful West Virginia Facebook fan Chuck 
Brabec pointed out the owl on November’s cover 
is a Barred Owl, not an Eastern Screech Owl. 
Good eye!
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WINTER 
SECRETS

Experienced mushroom hunters say  
winters in the Mountain State offer their 
own bounty—if you know where to look.

WRITTEN BY MIKENNA PIEROTTI

PHOTOGRAPHED BY WALT STURGEON
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The Fomotiopis pinicola, also known as 
the ”red-belt conk,” is usually found on 
coniferous stumps and logs. It is inedible.
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A
walk in the woods this time 
of year has a stark beauty. Far 
from the overt greens and 
vivid flower hues of spring and 
summer or the quickly fading 
glory of autumn colors, winter 
in West Virginia is understated 
in its charcoal grays, evergreens, 

dark shadows, and the crisp white of new snow. 
Most forest edibles won’t return until spring, but for 
mushroom hunters, the search isn’t over. “It’s a bit like 
a treasure hunt,” says Walt Sturgeon, a field mycologist 
with 40-plus years of experience. He’s an identifier 
for the West Virginia Mushroom Club and program 
chairman and identifier for the Ohio Mushroom Society, 
and he says winter forays are a different sort of challenge. 

“You’re walking a trail in the woods, you’re bundled 
up, and all of a sudden you see something that doesn’t 
quite fit into the background. So you go to investigate. 
In winter, it’s important no matter what it is, especially 
if you’re looking for food. There are only a few things 
you can find that time of year. At the end of the day, 
you might have found some edible mushrooms.”

Perhaps it’s a cluster of sticky orange-capped fungi—
called velvet stem—dotting the side of an old, dead 
elm. Or maybe it’s a fringe of late fall oysters with their 

bright orange gills peeping out along the bark of  
a conifer. Whatever the find, Sturgeon says in winter 
it’s the excitement of identifying and perhaps eating 
some of these often-overlooked gems that makes a 
chilly hike worthwhile.

But when most mushroom species are keeping 
well away from snow and ice this time of year, often 
retreating deep into the soil, what makes winter 
mushrooms brave enough to poke their heads up? 
Part of the reason is simply their structure, says 
Daniel Panaccione, Davis-Michael Professor of Plant 
and Soil Sciences at West Virginia University. “The 
mushroom is only a small part of the fungus itself. The 
rest is imbedded in the tree or soil as a microscopic 
web of hyphae, the vegetative body that penetrates 
through wood and other substance to gather nutrients. 
Periodically the fungus will put out a fruiting body to 
reproduce by spreading its spores around,” he says. 

Panaccione calls some of the species with fruiting 
bodies that survive into winter “perennials.” “They are 
actually there all year ’round. But in winter, with the 
leaves off the trees, that’s when you’re more likely to 
spot them. They develop slowly over a period of years.” 
But unlike many fungi, perennials are in it for the long 
haul. “Whereas most fungi will put up a mushroom 
that decays in a few weeks, the perennials will just put 

The sticky 
orange caps of 
the Flammulina 
velutipes, 
commonly called 
the “winter 
mushroom” or 
“velvet stem,” 
are edible when 
cooked. Just 
make sure it’s 
not the deadly 
lookalike, 
the Galerina 
autumnalis. 

 OPPOSITE  The 
tasty Pleurotus 
ostreatus, 
better known 
as the oyster 
mushroom, can 
be found on 
broadleaf trees.
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The late fall oyster, known 
to mycologists as Sarcomyxa 
serotina, always fruits in cold 
weather and can grow up to 
four inches wide. 
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up another layer of mushroom over the old. Each year it 
puts out a new layer and more spores come out of that. 
You can almost count the rings like on a tree.”

Although some of these perennial species have 
developed a reputation as being medicinal for humans, 
for the trees they inhabit, these mushrooms can be the 
sign of a slow but inevitable demise. Take the perennial 
mushroom called chaga, or Inonotus obliquus, most 
often found on birch trees. “They are pathogenic. If you 
see them on a tree, it’s a bad sign. There’s something 
else wrong,” Panaccione says. “They can be there for 
years before the tree succumbs, but it typically will die. 
Although in most cases a tree has some other stress on 
it—a limb breaks or the bark is damaged down to the 
heartwood. The fungus moves in, because that’s what 
it wants, the nutrients there in the heartwood. From 
there it takes advantage.”

But not all winter mushrooms are quite so ruthless. 
Some are merely decomposers. “They wait for things to 
die, then scavenge the nutrients left over and move on. 
They are among the best decomposers we have in the 
world,” Panaccione says. “Without them, bacteria would 
take many years to break things down. Dead trees would 
be left standing for generations.” These scavengers help 
return valuable nutrients, which would otherwise be 

Winter Mushroom Wish List 
Field mycologist Walt Sturgeon offers five examples of winter mushrooms you may be able to identify in West Virginia woods.  
Make sure to check your finds with an experienced mushroom expert before consuming anything, as poisonous lookalikes do exist.

locked away inside slowly decaying organic matter, to 
the soil, where other plants can use them. 

No matter a fungus’s niche, all require a few 
essential ingredients to develop their fruiting bodies—
what we call mushrooms. “Fungi need moisture, 
because a lot of their growth is just expansion—some 
is cell division, but a lot is just soaking up water from 
their environment,” Panaccione says. “They also need 
nutrients, and fungi are experts at scavenging nutrients 
from the environment. In fact, they are so good at 
finding even the smallest quantities of nutrients, you 
have to go to great lengths to create an environment 
that isn’t hospitable to some type of fungi.”

Panaccione speculates that it is the warmth of the 
trees and decaying matter they inhabit that keeps the 
fungi from dying off in winter. And it may be that the 
winter months, with less competition from other fungi 
and plants, offer some species of winter mushroom 
a reproductive edge. “The process of going from one 
generation to the next is very inefficient in fungi. The 
mushroom produces millions of spores, but many will 
land in the wrong place. The fungi take the approach 
of flooding the world with their spores and hoping 
some will land in the right place at the right time and 
produce the next generation.” w

Fomes fomentarius. 
Common names: Tinder 
polypore and punk. 

Inedible. Shaped like a 
horse’s hoof and ranges in 
color from gray to brown 
to black. It is a pathogenic 
perennial mushroom, with 
fruiting bodies that can 
live 30 years, that invades 
various tree species—mostly 
hardwood—through broken 
bark and will continue to 
decompose the tree after it 
has died. Its name refers to 
the fact that this mushroom, 
when dried, is extremely 
flammable and makes an 
excellent fire starter. It 
was used in the ignition of 
Revolutionary War rifles. 
It was also found on the 
body of a 5,000-year-old 
man found frozen in the 
Italian Alps. Campers and 
survivalists still use it today.  

Flammulina velutipes. 
Common names: Winter 
mushroom, velvet stem. 

Edible sticky orange 
caps when cooked. 
This mushroom is 
common on broadleaf 
tree stumps and logs, 
especially on dead 
elms. It is a Japanese 
delicacy in its cultivated 
form, called enoki or 
enokitake, a white-
stemmed, small-capped 
mushroom that appears 
quite different from its 
wild sibling. In the wild, 
this mushroom must be 
properly identified by 
an expert mycologist 
before eating as it has 
a deadly lookalike, 
Galerina autumnalis. 

Pleurotus ostreatus. 
Common name: Oyster 
mushroom. 

Edible. Oyster-shaped, 
hence the name, it varies 
from white to gray or tan 
to dark brown and has 
a bittersweet scent. It is 
primarily a decomposer. 
During World War I it 
was grown in Germany 
for subsistence and has 
shown the ability to 
digest toxic inorganic 
waste. Look for this 
mushroom on broadleaf 
trees and stumps during 
winter thaws. 

Sarcomyxa serotina. 
Common name: Late 
fall oyster.

This edible late fall 
mushroom fruits as 
late as early winter 
in some years. It is a 
decomposer that almost 
always fruits in cold 
weather, often after the 
first frosts. Growing up 
to four inches wide on 
both coniferous and 
deciduous trees, its 
colors range from green 
to purple to dark brown 
to yellow to silvery gray 
or some combination of 
these. 

Fomitopsis pinicola. 
Common names: Red-belt 
conk, red-belted polypore. 

Inedible. Look for this 
large, woody fungus 
on coniferous stumps 
and logs. It is a parasitic 
mushroom, though in 
mature forests the conk 
doesn’t interfere with 
normal growth. It is 
considered an essential 
nutrient recycler. It grows 
up to 18 inches wide 
and its surface is usually 
black-brown near the 
point of attachment, with 
reddish brown zones 
outward and a narrow 
band of creamy white at 
the margin.
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Snowflakes by Josh Shackleford Photography
flickr.com/photos/advertisingwv/albums

Gallery
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Evergreens have a long journey from 
nursery to your living room.

WRITTEN AND PHOTOGRAPHED BY ZACK HAROLD

O, CHRISTMAS

TREE!
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T
his is a Christmas story, but it 
does not begin with the sound of 
reindeer hooves on rooftop, or a 
snowman suddenly come to life, 
or the Whos down in Who-ville.

This story begins with 
some seeds. They arrive at the 
Clements State Tree Nursery 
in West Columbia packed into 

heavy sacks. The nursery, operated by the state Division 
of Forestry, uses a lot of seed each year. The facility has 
about 700,000 seedlings growing at any one time on its 
126 acres, with 25 different species of tree, including 
four varieties of evergreen.

When the weather begins to warm in mid-spring, 
the seed goes into the hopper of a mechanical seeder, a 
machine that looks something like a push lawn mower. 
Workers push the seeder along the four-foot-wide, 
600-foot-long seedbeds they’ve prepared, depositing 
each one a half-inch deep into the soil.

Once in the ground, the seeds receive a thin covering 
of sawdust, which helps hold in moisture while they 
germinate. “They would dry up and die if you didn’t protect 
them,” says nursery property manager Jason Huffman.

The seeds begin to sprout from the ground about 
a month later. They are allowed to grow for about 18 
months. By this point they will be six to twelve inches 
tall, just the right size to be packed up and shipped.

The Clements State Tree Nursery begins taking 

orders each fall for its seedlings. Customers can 
purchase as few as 25 seedlings or several thousand. 
Some of the plants are used in reforestation projects 
and coal mine reclamation work, while other customers 
order trees just to spruce up their properties. Many of 
the nursery’s evergreen seedlings, however, are destined 
for Christmas tree farms around the state.

Workers use a plant harvester to lift entire seedbeds 
and take them into the nursery’s packing facility. 
There, workers pack the roots of the tiny trees into a 
polymer gel and ship them to their new homes.

Go Tell It on the Mountain
While most of us only think about Christmas trees 
when the weather starts to turn cold, it’s a yearlong 
concern for the dedicated farmers who grow them.

Gene Bailey has owned Bluestone Nursery in 
Mercer County since 1964. Each year, Bailey welcomes 
hundreds of families onto his 97-acre farm to find their 
perfect Christmas trees hiding among the rows and 
rows of evergreens growing on the property. It takes a 
lot of work to get to this point, however.

Throughout the spring, summer, and fall Bailey and 
his son-in-law Dave Evans are in a constant battle with 
undergrowth, trudging between the rows of trees and 
chopping up the vegetation with a brush hog mower. “I 
don’t like to use too many chemicals anymore,” Bailey 
says. Controlling the brush is especially important 
around young trees that could be choked out by weeds.

Gene Bailey, left, 
and his son-in-
law Dave Evans 
survey a plot of 
Christmas trees 
where Bailey 
recently cut some 
underbrush.
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or else the trees’ future growth will be impeded. They 
also cut down the top of the tree, called the “terminal.” 
This causes the tree to grow its branches closer together, 
resulting in a denser tree. “Some people like a real 
manicured look,” Evans says. “We don’t. Our preference 
is to get it a little more natural looking. It’s OK if it 
gets a few holes in it, because that’s a good place for an 
ornament.”

Christmas trees have been Gene Bailey’s lifelong 
passion. He started growing his first trees in 1946, when 
he was about 12 years old, and sold a few to his relatives. 
“I’ve always been interested in evergreen trees,” he 
says. “When I was in high school, I spent a lot of time 
in the library. And most of what I did was looking up 
information about evergreen trees.”

In 1947, he went to work on a Christmas tree farm 
owned by a doctor in Princeton. He helped harvest trees, 
many of which were sold to wholesalers across West 
Virginia and as far away as North Carolina. He also 
helped develop a few new plots and learned how to tell 
one evergreen from another and how to care for the trees. 
“Of course, we didn’t know much in those days,” he says.

Bailey also must contend with pests and disease. He 
says nearly all trees contain the mold spores necessary 
for root rot and are only waiting for the right conditions 
for the disease to take off. He’s also had problems with 
buffalo nut, a parasitic shrub that winds around a tree’s 
stem and eventually starves its host to death.

The biggest threat to Bailey’s crop, however, has 
four legs and a white tail. “With all the disease and 
insect problems we’ve got, deer are the No. 1 pest,” he 
says. The damage isn’t hard to spot. More than a few 
trees on the farm have had their branches nibbled back 
to the stem. Bailey says he could fence his plots, but 
the benefit-cost ratio doesn’t work out in his favor. For 
now, he’s tying white garbage bags to the limbs of some 
trees, hoping they will move in the wind and scare the 
deer away.

Once a year, usually in the summertime, Bailey, 
Evans, and Evans’ children head into the fields to shape 
the trees with hedge trimmers and small saws. It’s a 
pretty simple job—workers just trim the branches into 
the conical shape of a classic Christmas tree. They 
must be careful to only trim the new growth, however, 

While Bluestone 
Nursery’s 
annual 
Christmas tree 
sale doesn’t 
begin until 
the day after 
Thanksgiving, 
caring for the 
trees is year-
round work.
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Although Bailey eventually went off to college and 
became a teacher, he kept his job at the Christmas tree 
farm for nearly two decades. He remembers exactly where 
he was on November 22, 1962 when he learned President 
John F. Kennedy was assassinated: He was feeding trees 
through a baler. Workers began harvesting trees each 
November and, by Christmas, they’d harvested and baled 
as many as 7,000.

He left the job when the trees on his own property were 
mature enough to be harvested. There were lots of wild 
conifers already on the property when Bailey bought the 
first section of his farm. He shaped up a few and sold them 
as Christmas trees that year but cut the rest down and, 
with the help of a neighbor’s team of mules, cleared them 
from the hillsides and planted seedlings in their place.

Four decades later, hundreds of families each year 
make the trip to Bluestone Nursery to choose and cut 
their own Christmas trees. Bailey and Evans open for 
business on the day after Thanksgiving and are at the 
farm each day until Christmas, from 9 a.m. until dark.

Most of his business comes from surrounding counties, 
but people from Virginia, North Carolina, and South 
Carolina regularly stop by on their way home from C
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Thanksgiving dinner. Bailey has even sent trees home 
with travelers headed to Florida.

In the Bleak Midwinter
Christmas trees are the centerpiece of holiday 
festivities, but most meet a rather inglorious end. 
Many of us simply throw our trees to the curb once the 
presents are unwrapped and the ornaments go back into 
their boxes. But for the past decade, the West Virginia 
Division of Natural Resources (DNR) and Department 
of Environmental Protection (DEP) have provided a 
more purposeful afterlife for Christmas trees.

Each January, on the weekend after New Year’s 
Day, DEP and DNR staffers set up shop at the Capitol 
Market in Charleston to collect trees for recycling. The 
service is free but there’s one requirement. “It’s got to 
be a clean tree,” says Sandy Rogers, manager for DEP’s 
Rehabilitation Environmental Action Plan (REAP) 
program. “We’ve had them come in with lights still 

Each January, the West Virginia Division of Natural Resources 
and Department of Environmental Protection host a Christmas 
tree recycling event at the Capitol Market in Charleston.
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wrapped around them. And what I hate is the old-
school tinsel.”

In 2015, workers collected 1,500 Christmas trees. 
DEP workers and contractors loaded these trees onto 
trucks and hauled them to reservoir lakes around 
the state. These manmade lakes provide very little 
natural cover for fish, so DNR and Army Corps of 
Engineers employees, along with local fishing clubs 
and other volunteers, take advantage of the lakes’ 
winter drawdown to place old Christmas trees on lake 
bottoms to serve as fish attractors.

“It seems to be working pretty well,” says Jim 
Walker, fisheries management biologist at DNR’s 
State Wildlife Center in French Creek. DNR targets 
a half-dozen lakes each year for the project. If the 
water in a reservoir is low enough, workers drag the 
trees into place with four-wheelers or haul them in 
pickup trucks. Other times, the trees are loaded into 
boats and sunk to the bottom with cinderblocks.

When the water levels are raised in spring, 
the trees first attract smaller fish that feed off the 
zooplankton growing there. “Once those smaller fish 
are there, that’s going to attract your predator fish—
your bluegill, walleye, and catfish. They’re going 
to feed on those smaller fish,” Walker says. “They 
like to hide and wait for something to swim by, and 
they’ll shoot out and grab it.”

Once the larger fish are there, anglers aren’t far 
behind. “We try to put a buoy on each one that says 
‘fish attractor,’ so people know where to come and fish,” 
Walker says. The trees break down after a few years, 
since the wood decays as the lake level rises and falls. 
When that happens, DNR just trucks in more recycled 
Christmas trees. “When we run into people while we’re 
out, they’re like, ‘Wow, we are so glad you’re doing 
this,’” Walker says. “It’s a win-win situation.”

Or, to put it another way, it’s the gift that keeps 
on giving. w

Trees collected at the 
Capitol Market event 
wind up in reservoir 
lakes around the state, 
where they serve as 
fish attractors.
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WRITTEN BY DANIELLE TAYLOR

COLD NOSES, 
WARM 

MEMORIES
West Virginia’s state parks 

showcase the best of the season 
with events all across the state.
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is free and reservations are not required, but volunteers will 
accept donations to keep the event running in future years.

Christmas at Cass  
Cass Scenic Railroad State Park | Nov. 25–Dec. 31

You may not have known it, but West Virginia plays an 
important role in making sure Christmas is a success 
for kids around the world. “Cass is where the elves go 
to train to see if they’re good enough to be North Pole 
elves,” explains Matt Scott, marketing manager with 
West Virginia Mountain Rail Adventures. To join in 
on the experience, visitors can jump on the Elf Limited 
Train at Cass Depot and ride it into the Parliament of 
Pines, the ancient grove of hidden Christmas trees where 
Santa chooses elves to become North Pole toymakers. 
Costumed characters complete the experience, and each 
rider gets a banquet bucket of elf snacks and a souvenir 
from the Parliament of Pines. Ticket prices run $47 for 
adults, $41 for kids 3 and older, and free for kids under 3. 
The event runs Wednesday through Sunday evenings at 5 
p.m. and 7 p.m. from Nov. 25 through Dec. 11.

S
anta’s not just coming to town this year; 
he’s coming to the entire Mountain 
State. To welcome him, and to help all 
West Virginians stay active through the 
long winter, staff at many state parks 
have planned a range of programs to 
help visitors enjoy natural beauty in this 
frosty season.

While some events focus on the holidays, others put a 
winter spin on programs offered year-round, and still more 
involve one-of-a-kind experiences found only in West 
Virginia. As you make plans with your family this season, 
consider adding the following possibilities to your calendar.

Christmas in the Park Light Show 
Chief Logan State Park | Nov. 24–Dec. 31

Now in its 23rd year, this much-loved holiday tradition 
features hundreds of thousands of Christmas lights 
decorating a drive that meanders several miles through the 
park. Light-up decorations include seasonal characters, 
Christmas cards, messages of peace, and more. The event 

Enjoy miles and 
miles of holiday 
lights at Chief 
Logan State Park’s 
annual Christmas 
in the Park Light 
Show, running until 
December 31.
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West Virginia state 
parks offer plenty 
of holiday activities 
for families, from 
meet-and-greets 
with Santa to 
homemade sled 
races.

Cass lights up its Main Street for the entire month of 
December and, on the evening of Dec. 9, Santa comes 
to town to light the Cass Christmas tree, take photos, 
and share candy canes and Christmas cheer with his 
young fans. The Cass Company Store opens its doors to 
shoppers on December 10 and 11, featuring handmade 
West Virginia gifts, and the adjacent Last Run Restaurant 
will offer holiday baked goods and sweet treats for sale.

Chief’s Challenge Bonfire  
and Hiking Tales  
Pipestem Resort State Park | Dec. 3

Did you join in on the Chief ’s Challenge to hike 100 
miles in West Virginia’s state parks and state forests 
this year? If so, celebrate your accomplishment with 
State Parks Chief Sam England and your fellow hikers! 
If not, draw some inspiration from others who have 
covered significant ground on the state’s public lands 
this year. Chief England says, “The bonfire will be a 
general celebration of trails—we’ll have hiking events 
that weekend and a little entertainment, but it’s mainly a 

chance to sit around and enjoy a campfire in the wintertime 
and enjoy the park.” 

Park staff will provide marshmallows to roast, and attendees 
can share tales of their hiking adventures around the fire. All 
are welcome to join, regardless of participation in the challenge, 
and the event is free.

Breakfast with Santa 
North Bend State Park | Dec. 17  
Blackwater Falls State Park | Dec. 18

Kids from all across West Virginia can meet the jolly old elf 
himself and perhaps even share a pancake or two at one of 
the Breakfast with Santa events held in parks across the state. 
At Tygart Lake State Park, Santa fans can meet the big guy, 
then take a horse-drawn sleigh ride (weather permitting), visit 
Santa’s workshop, and make some crafts of their own to take 
home. Mrs. Claus will join her husband at North Bend State 
Park, and then Santa makes his last morning appearance for a 
brunch buffet at Blackwater Falls State Park, which will also 
include Christmas carols and some history on the carols sung. 
Visits with Santa are free, but meals incur a per-person fee.
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Canaan Christmas Celebration
Canaan Valley Resort State Park | Dec. 24–25

Many West Virginia families choose to spend their Christmas holiday in 
the cabins, cottages, and lodge at Canaan Valley, in part because Santa and 
Mrs. Claus make it one of their last stops before heading out on their sleigh 
on Christmas Eve. After a holiday buffet that evening, Mrs. Claus reads 
“The Night Before Christmas” and leads a round of Christmas carols before 
introducing Santa, who brings gifts for the kids. On Christmas Day, the lodge 
again puts out an expansive feast, and visitors can enjoy the park’s ice skating, 
skiing, and tubing (weather permitting) after opening gifts with their families. 

New Year’s Eve Celebrations 
Canaan Valley Resort State Park, North Bend State Park, and 
Blackwater Falls State Park | Dec. 31

Sing “Auld Lang Syne” amidst beautiful surroundings at one of these state 
parks, each of which offers a different take on the farewell to the old year and 
welcoming of the new. Canaan Valley hosts a family party and an adult party 
to appeal to every guest, with a live band in the lounge for adults and games, 
confetti, and noisemakers for families. At North Bend, you can enjoy dinner, 
dancing, and live music with a more intimate crowd. Blackwater Falls offers 
dinner and evening entertainment for its guests to make the last moments of 
2016 memorable. Reservations are required for each event.

First Day Hikes 
several state parks | Jan. 1

To help West Virginians kick off the new year with a solid start on 
their resolutions, several state parks offer staff-led First Day Hikes. At 
Bluestone State Park, hikers can learn about the history of the park and 
the surrounding area, and park staff will point out wildlife and natural 
phenomena to make the hike a fun lesson. At the conclusion of each hike, 
participants can enjoy hot drinks to energize them for their next adventure. 
Other First Day hikes occur at Kanawha State Forest, Cass Scenic Railroad 
State Park, and Pipestem Resort State Park. Participation is free.

Cardboard Duct Tape Sled Race 
Blackwater Falls State Park | Feb. 25

To cap off the winter season, the staff at Blackwater Falls State Park hosts the 
immensely popular Cardboard Duct Tape Sled Race, which pits teams of crafty 
sledders against one another, four at a time, in their homemade contraptions. 
Teams can only use cardboard, duct tape, and paint to construct their vessels, 
which they must be able to exit easily, for safety reasons. Up to five helmeted 
members can ride at a time. Event organizers award prizes for best time, best 
themed design, and best team spirit. This year’s contest theme is superheroes 
and villains, which promises to attract a variety of creative entries. Registration 
for the event costs $1 per sled.

“We had a group from Virginia once, all adults wearing bathrobes and 
shower caps in a cardboard bathtub with a shower up the back,” says Paulita 
Cousin, the park’s naturalist. “They had an absolute ball, which is the whole 
spirit of the thing.”

West Virginia’s state parks offer many more activities and events than the 
ones listed here. For more information on the above events and the complete 
calendar, visit wvstateparks.com/calendar.html. 

 TOP  Get a different view of West Virginia’s natural 
beauty with First Day Hikes.  BOTTOM  Kris Kringle 
will make several stops at West Virginia State Parks 
throughout the holiday season.
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Trailblazing



WRITTEN BY MIKENNA PIEROTTI

PHOTOGRAPHED BY CARLA WITT FORD

Trailblazing
Snowmobiling is a little-known, yet thrilling, 

pastime for all ages—and West Virginia’s 
highlands are a snow sports paradise.
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T 
he upper elevations of Pocahontas 
County in winter are not for the faint 
of heart. At 4,500 feet, the wind 
howls. The snow swells and drifts like 
the sea and, from most vantage points, 
all you can see is a vast stretch of bare 
trees and jagged pines. 

But on a certain section of 
the Highland Scenic Highway—also known as the 
parkway section of West Virginia Route 150, which 
runs through the heart of the Monongahela National 
Forest—you’ll find groups of diehard snow worshipers 
atop Arctic Cat and Yamaha snowmobiles, barreling 
through drifts and taking the swaying curves of the 
road in stride.

When most of us are bundled up against sub-freezing 
temperatures outside, these winter recreation aficionados 
are just getting warmed up. “Being a West Virginia native, 
I bought my first snowmobile probably in the mid-’80s,” 
says Andy Gibson, one of the brave riders you might 
run into on the highway. He’s also an outdoor adventure 
lead supervisor at Snowshoe Mountain, one of the state’s 
premier four-season resort destinations. 

A man with 25 or so years of snowmobiling under 
his belt, Gibson’s unofficial title is “outdoor adventure 
guru” and he takes winter sports very seriously. “It was 
just another form of transportation in the winter. It was 
something we always did, but it’s also a lot of fun, so it 
became something of a passion of mine.”

Although snowmobiling is not the Mountain State’s 
biggest winter pastime—that honor probably belongs to 
downhill and cross-country skiing—this high-octane 
form of recreation is an underappreciated opportunity for 
adventure-oriented people like Gibson. Don’t believe us? 
Head on out to the Highland Scenic Highway, but only if 
you have a good, four-wheel drive vehicle or a snowmobile 
of your own.

“The scenic highway runs through some of the most 
beautiful terrain in the Monongahela National Forest. The 
parkway section of the route, where snowmobilers frequent, 
follows the ridgeline for about 22 miles. In the wintertime 
they don’t plow it. They just put up a sign that says ‘No 
Snow Removal Beyond This Point.’” Once the signs go 
up, Gibson says, the sledheads appear, and wheeled traffic 
virtually disappears as everything from Cranberry Glades 
to Seneca Rocks gets painted over in white and the wind 
whips it all into dramatic peaks and valleys.  

Riders are restricted to the roadway only, but he 
says that’s never been a deterrent among snowmobiling 
enthusiasts. “You can get miles and miles of great riding in,” 
he says. “And the views are amazing.”

For many who live among the ridgetops in this high 
country, snowmobiling is part of life, though most of it is 
done on private land. While most of West Virginia has 
vast swaths of protected lands where snowmobiles are not 
permitted and warmer winter weather in the southern 
counties means snowfall isn’t always adequate, things are 
different here. “With the elevations and the extreme winter 
weather, if folks have access to the mountaintops and if they 

use an ATV, chances are they have a snowmobile, too,” 
Gibson says. “They have to.”

But novice snowmobilers are also in luck in the 
state. In fact, Snowshoe Mountain’s three distinct 
snowmobiling adventure tours attract thousands of people 
of all experience levels every year. This sport is even 
touted as one of the resort’s most popular winter activities. 

Ben Brannon, snowmobile enthusiast and former 
outdoor adventure manager at Snowshoe, says a lot of 
the guests he saw at Snowshoe had never ridden before. 
“They’re often Southern skiers who rarely see snow in their 
home states and rarely get to go out in it. Snowmobiling 
here is a very immersive experience for them.” 

Snowmobiling isn’t for everyone, but a tour at 
Snowshoe can get even the most nervous rider up 



 WONDERFULWV.COM         29

and running. “It’s an active riding machine. You can’t 
just sit on it and steer. There’s motion involved—you 
have to lean into turns and move around in the seat. 
In challenging terrain we even teach people how to 
stand up and shift their weight. You can’t be timid 
on it. When the snow is deep, you have to keep that 
momentum,” Brannon says.

Snowshoe is famous for its skiing, snowcat tours, 
tubing, and off-road Polaris RZR adventures. But 
snowmobiling offers high-octane excitement on the level 
of jet skiing or ATV riding, set in the awe-inspiring 
winter wonderland of Pocahontas County. “These people 
are looking for something a little faster, a little more 
challenging,” Gibson says. “If they go with us, we’re 
going to teach them everything they need to know to 

control the machine—proper leaning, how to accelerate 
on the turns, and how to brake. We’ll even supply 
the helmets. They just have to bring proper footwear, 
gloves, and layers—lots of layers.”

For first-timers and families, Snowshoe employees 
recommend the resort’s most popular product—the 
evening tour along the property’s famous natural 
basin. “This is where we do a one-hour tour on the 
slopes, where it’s snowmaking-supported. It’s a great 
introduction to the sport and it’s perfect for families 
because children can ride as well,” Gibson says. 

Led by expert guide staff, the tour begins with a 
full safety briefing and ample time to practice and get 
comfortable before a group is allowed to move out 
onto the slopes. Available mid-December to the end of 
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March, the one-hour basin tour even permits families 
with children as young as 6 and as old as 15 to ride 
as passengers over fun but accessible terrain—gentle 
inclines, declines, and side slopes that allow riders to 
take in sweeping views of the resort and the snow-dusted 
mountains beyond.

But if you’d rather ride with sun and wide winter skies 
overhead, the daytime backcountry family tour is another 
great option, and both children and adults can ride as 
passengers. Also great for novice snowmobilers, guides 
start with a safety briefing and the pace is slow, progressing 
as riders gain confidence moving through scenic vistas—
photo-ops included—and sparkling wilderness trails. 
Guests arrive and go through the check-in process on a 
demo machine, where adventure staff cover all the basics of 
correct riding style and best practices.

From there, adventure staff run at least two practice laps 
with guests through all types of terrain. Although this tour 
is geared toward the lowest level of rider, the group can split 
up based on comfort and skill so everyone has a good time.

The nearly two-hour backcountry family tour is 
weather-dependent, however, so Snowshoe adventure staff 
recommend signing up for a basin tour and asking about 
upgrading later if the weather looks promising. It might 

take a couple of snowfalls to get the perfect conditions, but 
the highly trained staff can typically make a determination 
at least a week in advance.

But if you’d rather venture off the map entirely and 
you have the confidence to pull it off, Snowshoe has a 
snowmobiling experience it refers to as “the backcountry 
adventure.” This tour also depends on weather and can 
take up to two hours. Passengers are not allowed due to 
increased chance of rollover when crossing varied terrain. 
Although Snowshoe recommends tour guests have some 
snowmobiling experience, if you’ve ridden ATVs, jet skis, 
or motorcycles comfortably, you’ll probably catch on fast. 
This tour covers miles of somewhat unpredictable ground: 
deep snowfields, narrow hill climbs, fire roads, towering 
old-growth spruce forests, and even frozen creek crossings 
under the right conditions. 

No one would disagree that West Virginia’s often-
extreme terrain carries with it unique challenges, but 
Gibson says that’s what makes it such a great experience 
for anyone who ventures to try gas-powered winter fun. 
“A snowmobile is its own beast, its own machine. There 
are little quirks and nuances you need to know about. 
But by the end of an hour, we can have almost anyone 
riding like a pro.” snowshoemtn.com
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December Events 800.CALL.WVA 
gotowv.com  |  wvstateparks.com/calendar.html

DECEMBER 2–3, 8–10, 15–17
Let It Snow
Greenbrier Valley Theatre
Lewisburg
304.645.3838 or 866.888.1411

DECEMBER 1–11
Christmas at Cass
Cass Scenic Railroad State Park
Cass
877.686.7245, option 5

Christmas Fantasy Light Show
Krodel Park
Point Pleasant
304.675.3844

Holiday in the Park
Parkersburg City Park and Southwood Park
Parkersburg 
304.428.1130

Holiday of Lights Festival
Bluefield 
304.327.2448

DECEMBER 2
Christmas Parade 
Marlinton 
800.336.7009

DECEMBER 2–3, 9–10
Christmas Village Way Back  
Weekend Festival
Heritage Farm
Huntington 
304.522.1244

DECEMBER 2–3, 9–10, 16–17
Santa’s Christmas Adventure
The Resort at Glade Springs 
Daniels 
866.562.8054

DECEMBER 2–4, 9–11, 16–18, 21–27
Celebration of Lights
Morris Park
Fairmont 
304.366.4550

DECEMBER 3
Christmas Parade 
Uptown Beckley 
304.256.1776

Christmas Bazaar and Parade 
Hinton 
304.466.3255

Christmas Parade 
Main Street
New Haven and Mason 
304.882.3203

DECEMBER 4 
East River Mountain Town Band  
Christmas Concert
Pipestem Resort State Park
Pipestem
304.466.1800

DECEMBER 8–11
A Ghost Tale for Dickens 
Charleston Civic Center
Charleston 
304.345.1500

DECEMBER 9–10
The Nutcracker 
The Clay Center
Charleston 
304.561.3570

DECEMBER 9–11
Ballroom Dancing Weekend
Pipestem Resort State Park
Pipestem
304.466.1800

DECEMBER 10 
Visit With Santa and More
Tygart Lake State Park
Grafton 
304.265.6144

Christmas Tour of Homes
Bramwell
304.248.8381 

DECEMBER 17
Breakfast With Santa
North Bend State Park
Cairo 
304.643.2931

DECEMBER 18
Brunch With Santa
Blackwater Falls State Park
Davis
304.259.5216

DECEMBER 24–25
Canaan Christmas Celebration
Canaan Valley Resort State Park
Canaan Valley 
304.866.4121

DECEMBER 31
New Year’s Eve Party
Blackwater Falls State Park
Davis
304.259.5216

New Year’s Eve Party
North Bend State Park
Cairo
304.643.2931

Canaan New Year’s Bash
Canaan Valley Resort State Park
Canaan Valley
304.866.4121

NOTE: Times and events are subject to change. 
Please call ahead before attending an event.

Subscribe to Wonderful West Virginia!
Call 800.CALL.WVA or visit wonderfulwv.com

MOVING? Take us along! To have your Wonderful 
West Virginia subscription forwarded to your new 
address, visit wonderfulwv.com and follow the 
instructions for address changes or call 800.CALL.
WVA and ask an operator to change your address to 
your new location.

DECEMBER 1–31
Christmas in the Park
Featuring two miles of brilliant 
light displays, this holiday favor-
ite is open from Thanksgiving 
through New Year’s Eve, seven 
days a week, from 5 to 10 p.m. 
Admission is free. Chief Logan 
State Park, Logan, 304.792.7125
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WONDERGRAMS  
Share your photos of West Virginia with us! 
Send Instagram-style photos to wonderfulwv@
newsouthmediainc.com or use the hashtag 
#wondergrams on Instagram.

 LEFT TO RIGHT  Cardinal in Jackson County photo-
graphed by Philip Miles; Augusta pond photographed by 
Richard Marlow; deer at Blackwater Falls State Park photo-
graphed by Laura Moul; view from Bickle Knob fire tower 
photographed by Randy Berisford; Kingwood barn and silo 
photographed by Candy Thompson; snowy day in Raleigh 
County photographed by Pamela Lilly; First Day Hike in 
Kanawha State Forest photographed by Zack Harold; sunset 
in Morgantown photographed by Aiden Boone; Sutton 
backroad photographed by Jessica Cox; starscape at 
Canaan Valley Resort State Park photographed by Jogues 
Prandoni; Coopers Rock State Park photographed by 
Kimberly Fowler. Photos published at editor’s discretion.
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Enjoying a late-summer swim in Summersville Lake. 
Photo by Nikki Bowman
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I
recently spent a marathon day in 
Summersville reporting this month’s 
story about scuba diving (page 16). On 
my way home, I nosed my Subaru off 
U.S. Route 60 just east of Smithers 

and made the familiar winding drive to 
my paternal grandmother’s house. Momaw 
Harold, we grandkids call her.

She didn’t know I was coming, although 
that wasn’t a concern—she’s the kind of 
grandma who doesn’t mind an unexpected 
visit. I stopped because I wanted to see her, 
but also because I heard she had unearthed 
an interesting artifact of our family’s history. 
And, in a bit of writerly serendipity, it was 
something that would give me a deeper 
understanding of the story I was working on.

Sitting on a twin bed in my dad’s old 
bedroom, I watched as she dug a box out of 
the closet. She opened it, dug around a bit, 
and extracted a creased leaf of onion skin 
paper. It read: “Please change Paul Lambert 
Harold from laborer at $2.30 per hour to 
powderman at $2.80 per hour effective 
October 28, 1964.”

editor’s letter

ZACK HAROLD, Managing Editor
wonderfulwv@newsouthmediainc.com

Follow me on:
Instagram: zack.harold

My grandfather was laid off from the 
Elkem Metals Plant in Alloy in the early 
1960s. Inactivity was not an option, with 
a wife and five kids at home, but jobs were 
scarce. One night he asked the people of his 
church to lay hands on him and pray. Not 
long after, he was offered a job working on 
the Summersville Dam.

It was taxing work. Dad remembers 
Popaw coming through the door of their 
four-room coal camp house in Jodie and 
lying face down in the middle of the floor, 
wracked with what the blasting crew called 
“powder headaches.” Yet he kept going back 
day after day, until the economy steadied and 
he was able to return to the plant. 

Summersville Lake opened in 1966, 
and it didn’t take long before it became a 
top tourist destination. My grandparents 
picnicked with their kids along the lake’s 
shores. My dad practically lived at the Battle 
Run Campground as a teenager. 

I’ve made my own memories there. I 
learned to drive a stick-shift on the secluded 
roads surrounding the reservoir. It’s where I first 

piloted a boat. And, later this summer, it’s where 
I’m planning to make my first scuba dive. 

Looking at that dam and all the water it’s 
holding back, I marvel at the men like my 
grandfather who subdued Nature to create a 
lake where there wasn’t one before. 

They weren’t thinking of flood control or 
hydroelectric power or tourism. They just 
wanted to pay the grocery bill. And yet, for all 
their hard work, we are all so much richer.

See you at the lake, 

An employee reclassification slip issued 
to my grandfather when he worked at the 
Summersville Dam. 
 BOTTOM  The Harold clan in the early 
1970s, clockwise from top left: Richard (my 
dad), Rose Ann, Shelly, Sam, Shirley, Paul, 
and Doug. 



Write to us! We would love to hear from you. 
Send your comments to 709 Beechurst Avenue, 
Suite 14A, Morgantown, WV 26505 or email us at 
wonderfulwv@newsouthmediainc.com.

WEST VIRGINIA BOOKSHELF

HIKING WATERFALLS IN WEST VIRGINIA:  
A GUIDE TO THE STATE’S BEST WATERFALL HIKES
by Johnny Molloy

$22.95, 6x9, 214 pages, paperback

This guide will take you through state and national 
parks, forests, and wilderness areas and from popular 
city parks to the most secluded corners of West Virginia 
in search of the state’s most spectacular waterfalls. 

Hiking Waterfalls in West Virginia includes detailed hike descriptions as 
well as history, local trivia, and GPS coordinates, along with maps and 
color photos for about 100 of the state’s most scenic waterfall hikes. 

WEST VIRGINIA IMPRESSIONS
Photography by Brian Lemasters and Steve Shaluta

$9.95, 9x8, 80 pages, paperback

In this photographic tribute to the Mountain 
State, Lemasters and Shaluta skillfully capture 
the unique character of West Virginia—from the 
pristine forests in the Dolly Sods Wilderness to 

Class V river runs, from the New River Gorge Bridge to cardinals perched 
in snow-covered trees.

A GUIDE TO HAUNTED WEST VIRGINIA 
by Walter Gavenda and Michael Shoemaker

 $12.95, 6x9, 272 pages, paperback 

Did Chief Cornstalk really put a curse on Point Pleasant? 
Does a troop of phantom cavalry haunt the battlefield at 
Droop Mountain? Get a different view of Mothman and 
the Flatwoods Monster and learn all about Screaming 
Jenny with this book, which covers every area of the state 

and is full of ghostly sites to visit. Find out if things that go bump in the 
night might also go bump during the daytime.

ORDER FORM 
Mail form and check to:

West Virginia Book Company
1125 Central Avenue
Charleston, WV 25302

Call: 304.342.1848
Email: wvbooks@wvbookco.com

NAME 

ADDRESS

CITY     STATE   ZIP

PHONE

VISA / MASTERCARD / DISCOVER / AMERICAN EXPRESS

EXP. DATE                              CVV# 
             (3 digits on back of card)

SIGNATURE

featured contributors

Zack Harold is a 
Southern West Virginia 
native. He covered 
education, health, and 
government at the 
Charleston Daily Mail 
before becoming the 
newspaper’s features 
editor. He joined New 
South Media in 2015, 
became managing 
editor of WV Living in 
January 2016, and took 
over as managing editor 
of Wonderful West 
Virginia in July 2016.

Lori Kersey is a native 
of Sissonville and a 
graduate of Marshall 
and Morehead State 
universities. She lives in 
Charleston, where she 
is a writer and editor. 
When she’s not writing, 
you can probably find 
her riding her bike or 
taking in West Virginia’s 
live music scene.

Anna Patrick, a Canaan 
Valley native, studied 
communications at West 
Liberty University. During 
that time she interned at 
the Charleston Gazette-
Mail, where she fell in love 
with feature writing. She is 
now a freelance journalist 
and enjoys sharing stories 
of people from all over 
the Mountain State.

Pam Kasey has traveled, 
brewed, farmed, coun-
seled, and renovated, 
but most loves to write. 
She has degrees in 
economics from the 
University of Chicago 
and in journalism from 
West Virginia University. 
She and her husband 
and their teenage son 
live in Morgantown with 
their cats, Perry and 
Kellin.

 QUANTITY TITLE PRICE  AMOUNT

Hiking Waterfalls in West 
Virginia: A Guide to the  
State’s Best Waterfall Hikes

$22.95

A Guide To Haunted  
West Virginia

$12.95

West Virginia Impressions   $9.95

Subtotal

      West Virginia residents add 6% sales tax

SHIPPING: $4.50 covers 1st AND 2nd book  
$.50 for each additional book Shipping

    TOTAL
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POSTCARD FROM THE PAST
We received a pleasant surprise when we opened 
the June 2017 issue. The upper postcard on page 14 
shows my sister, Jean Anne Winkler Hadder, seated on 
the diving board. 

It was the summer of 1951. Jean Anne had just 
graduated valedictorian of St. Albans High School 
and had enrolled at William Jewell College in Liberty, 
Missouri. She met her future husband at the school 
and, after a brief stint as an Army wife, she was 
employed by the U.S. State Department at three 
Central and South American embassies. She also 
accompanied her husband to Saudi Arabia, where he 
was employed by the Saudi government.

She went to be with the Lord in December 2002. 
Seeing that old postcard in the magazine brought 
back many memories. Thank you.  

DAVID WINKLER, Hopewell, VA, via mail
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Get a taste of rock climbing—with no experience 
necessary—at NROCKS Outdoor Adventures. 

THE

IRON ROAD
WRITTEN BY LORI KERSEY
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P
icture it. You’re standing on a 
suspension bridge strung 150 feet off 
the ground between two razorback 
edges of a rock formation high in the 
mountains of Pendleton County. You 
see treetops swaying beneath you with 
each shaky step. 

Each year, thousands of outdoor 
enthusiasts flock to NROCKS Outdoor Adventures 
in Circleville, West Virginia, for their chance to cross 
that bridge and the rest of the three- to five-hour 
Via Ferrata, or “iron road,” course. Visitors hike 
breathtaking trails and climb rock faces using steel 
rungs—all while safely hooked to a cable that runs the 
length of the course and is anchored to the rock. 

The origins of this style of climbing are hazy, but a 
via ferrata as we know it today dates back to World War 
I, when both Austro-Hungarian and Italian armies 

built protected climbing routes to transport troops 
and supplies through otherwise impassable mountain 
ranges. Today, via ferratas are mostly used by outdoor 
enthusiasts, a way for even the most inexperienced 
adventurer to experience the thrills of rock climbing.

Set in Stone
The via ferrata came to West Virginia in the 
early 2000s. Stu Hammett, an attorney living 
in Maryland, purchased 142 acres of the Nelson 
Rocks Preserve in 1997 with the goal of making 
it a climbing park. The rocks are part of the same 
River Knobs that include nearby Seneca Rocks and 
Champe Rocks. “There was some climbing already 
established there, but it was largely not very well 
explored or documented,” Hammett says.

He found the property in the time between two 
unrelated tragedies in his personal life—his father C
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standpoint and yet very exciting—I knew that I could do 
one at Nelson,” Hammett says. 

 By June of the same year, he opened the via ferrata at 
Nelson Rocks—the nation’s second and West Virginia’s 
first and only. To install the route, Hammett took on 
the role of general contractor and hired a crew of fellow 
climbers. Each was experienced in sport climbing, which 
requires drilling stainless steel bolts into the rock, as 
opposed to the traditional style where climbers use the 
rock’s natural cracks for hand- and footholds.

Things finally started falling in place once the Via Ferrata 
opened. Even from the first season, Hammett was confident 
the venture was going to at least be able to support itself. 
John Hall, owner of Virginia-based Endless Horizons, 
bought the property in 2009 and expanded the operation. 
He rebranded the park as NROCKS Outdoor Adventures 
and, over a two-year period, added a welcome center, 
expanded lodging, and began offering zipline canopy tours.

and his 8-year-old died six months apart. His son, 
Pierson, had a rare heart rhythm ailment. “He was a 
great kid. I wasn’t sure at first what I was going to do 
about Nelson, because I knew Pierson loved Nelson. He 
had told me that he was excited about it as I was.”

Hammett, a rock climber who had suffered a fall a 
few years earlier that broke his back and left him with 
limited mobility, built trails and cabins on the property. 
But his climbing park did not catch on as anticipated. “I 
thought word would spread like wildfire because it was 
essentially a new climbing area being made available. 
But it was a lot slower than I was expecting.” He began 
looking for a way to boost his income and move to West 
Virginia full-time. That’s when he heard about the via 
ferrata at Torrent Falls in Kentucky’s Red River Gorge, 
the first to be built in the United States. Hammett 
climbed the course in January 2002. “After I saw 
what they had—and how it was so solid from a safety 

The idea of building protected climbing routes has likely been 
around for centuries but Austrio-Hungarian and Italian troops 
invented via ferrata as we know it today during World War I, as 
a way to safely transport troops and supplies through the Alps.
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“My feet would go out on the bridge, 
but my knees said, ‘if you take one 

more step I’m buckling, and then you’re 
crawling back on your stomach.’”

LaVonne Hammett

C
O

U
R

T
E

S
Y 

O
F 

N
R

O
C

K
S 

O
U

T
D

O
O

R
 A

D
V

E
N

T
U

R
E

S



The Via Ferrata remains NROCKS’ main attraction, with 
10,000 to 15,000 people completing the course each year.

Follow the Iron Road
The minimum age for the route is 13 years old. David 
Huber, Endless Horizons’ director of program operations, 
says people in their 70s have climbed the Via Ferrata. 
Still, the route is not for the faint of heart, as Hammett’s 
wife, LaVonne, found out. 

The Hammetts used to rock climb together before 
Stu’s injury. She tried the Via Ferrata and got only as far 
as the ledge leading to the bridge. “It wasn’t the height, 
but it was all the movement,” she says. “The bridge 
moved. The trees moved. The clouds moved. And what 
you take in visually, your brain reacts to it.”

“My feet would go out on the bridge, but my knees 
said, ‘If you take one more step I’m buckling, and then 
you’re crawling back on your stomach.’” LaVonne tried 
two or three times but never made it across.

The route has several areas near the beginning where 
people can get off, should they decide the heights are too 
much. Huber says the staff is good at gauging who might 
need extra help. “They’re trained to safely guide people 
to the ground,” he says. “It’s just part of the process, you 
know. It’s not for everyone.” 

Very few people turn back, though, even if not 
everyone wants a second go at it. State Delegate Pat 
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McGeehan of Chester tried the Via Ferrata during 
a family vacation to Canaan Valley a few years ago. 
McGeehen isn’t much of a thrill seeker—he was just 
planning on taking the kids to a petting zoo when his 
younger brothers came up with the idea of going to 
NROCKS.

“That’s the first time I ever went rock climbing,” 
McGeehan says. “It was exciting. The views were 
breathtaking. It definitely gives you a little bit of a workout.” 
While he enjoyed the experience, McGeehan says it may be 
the kind of adventure he experiences only once.

Others thrive on the adrenaline rush. Katie Welch, 
a 24-year-old EMT from Morgantown, has been rock 
climbing for more than five years, taking on crags at 
Seneca Rocks, the New River Gorge, and Coopers 
Rock State Forest. While a via ferrata might seem like a 
tamer experience than free-climbing a rock face, “from 
a rock climber’s perspective, I thought it was fun but 
still challenging,” Welch says. “I always felt safe. But at 
a couple points, even as a climber, it got a little exciting 
getting close to the edge.”

On the suspension bridge, Welch’s guide told 
climbers to take a moment to sit on one of the rungs. 
“That was such a cool thing, to sit down and there’s just 
you and the planks and all this open space,” she says. 
Welch said she’d recommend a visit to NROCKS to 
anyone. “It’s a great way to get into climbing.” wC
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Wild West Virginia trout by Reuben Browning, 
instagram.com/reuben.browning

Gallery
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A WHOLE  
DIFFERENT

WORLD
Experience a seldom-seen side of West Virginia 

below the surface of Summersville Lake.

WRITTEN BY ZACK HAROLD
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T
he rocky spine of Seneca Rocks. 
The Glade Creek Grist Mill 
at Babcock State Park. The 
gleaming Capitol dome set against 
a kelly green mountainside. The 
New River Gorge Bridge, as seen 
from the rocky outcrop at the end 
of the Long Point Trail.

No pictures are necessary to conjure these images 
in the mind of a well-traveled West Virginian, and 
for good reason. They’re gorgeous. Unforgettable. 
They are also inescapable, emblazoned on countless 
coffee mugs, refrigerator magnets, and mousepads.

It’s only natural to crave a view of our scenic state 
that hasn’t already been photographed to death. So, 
imagine a valley where a river once ran, with rock 
formations as big as houses and rock faces stretching 
to 50 and 100 feet, populated by animal life few 
people have seen in its natural habitat. 

This place exists, and anyone can visit. You just 
have to find someone who will take you beneath the 
surface of Summersville Lake. 

Diving the Dam
Danny Martin has been diving the lake since 1996, 
when he agreed to trade work on some jet skis for 
scuba certification classes. “I said, ‘What the heck, 
I’ll try it. If I like it, great. If I don’t, they’ll just 
have to pay me.’ I loved it.” He kept going back for 
training until he was certified to teach others how to 
dive. “I enjoyed it so much, I wanted other people to 
have the same experience,” he says.

Now, with more than two decades of diving 
under his weight belt, Martin knows the lake as well 
as anyone and can show his students all the most 
interesting spots. Long Point is probably the most 
popular destination. Once the dive boat moors at 
this often-photographed peninsula, students have 
the choice of heading off in one direction to explore 
cliffs, swimming another way to check out huge 
rock formations, or kicking their way through one of 
the multiple swim-throughs that run beneath Long 
Point.

Another popular diving spot is Bubble’s Cave. 
It’s not actually a cave, but an undercut in the rock 
that created an air bubble. Divers can swim up, fill 
the dome with fresh air from their regulators, and 
surface inside the bubble for a quick chat. Martin 
also takes divers to Waterfall Cove, where the 
bottom of the lake slopes off from the shore. It’s not 
uncommon to find a wristwatch lost by one of the 
scofflaws who risk a $5,000 fine to jump from the 
cliffs above.

But Martin’s favorite place to dive is the face of 
Summersville Dam itself. It’s not too scenic—”what 
you see above water is pretty much what you see 
below water,” he says—but it’s a great place to come 
nose-to-nose with a catfish or bass. “You just feel so 
free. It’s a whole different world.” M
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Sarge’s Dive Shop has taught generations of scuba divers in the clean, clear waters 
of Summersville Lake.
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“A Good Deal of Dynamite”
The magic of Summersville Lake lies in its history. 
Before the reservoir was West Virginia’s largest body 
of standing water, it was a tangle of hollows hemmed 
by ancient rock faces. 

When Congress passed the Flood Control Act 
of 1938 as part of a raft of bills meant to loosen the 
grip of the Great Depression, the legislation included 
$48.5 million for the construction of the dam on 
the Gauley River in Nicholas County. Construction 
would not begin for more than two decades as land 
agents bought up property for the project, including 
the entire communities of Gad and Sparks. Workers 
finally broke ground in February 1960. The dam took 
six years to complete.

In September 1966, President and First Lady 
Lyndon B. and Lady Bird Johnson came to 
Summersville for the dedication. “As we look out 
at this magnificent new dam and reservoir to our 
backs,” the president said, “I have renewed hope 
that still other resources—the power of science and 
the determination of man—will, along with a little 
prayer and a good deal of dynamite, empower us to 
quench the thirst of generations to come.”

Boaters were on the water almost as soon as 
the lake was filled. The lake became an even more 
popular hangout with the opening of campgrounds 
and the beach. But not everyone was content to 
remain on the surface.

When State Police Sergeant Robert Adams 
transferred to the Summersville detachment in the early 
1970s, it didn’t take him long to break out his scuba 
gear. “He could not believe what he saw,” says Mark 
Allen, who later heard Adams recall the experience.

Adams saw that the rock formations jutting above 
the water also continued deep below, providing a diver 
with lots of nooks and crannies to explore and aquatic 
life plenty of places to live. He also found that, because 
the shores of the lake were surrounded by rock cliffs 
and not sand or dirt, the wave action near the shores 
did not muddy the water. The underwater visibility, 
on good days, stretched to 20 feet and beyond. And 
because the dam was constantly pulling the coldest 
water from the bottom of the lake, the lake maintained 
a comfortable temperature. 

The Army Corps of Engineers might have 
intended to build a flood control dam but, Adams 
discovered, it inadvertently ended up creating a scuba 
diver’s playground.

Adams sensed a business opportunity and, while 
still working as a state trooper, opened “Sarge’s Dive 
Shop” in a garage on U.S. Route 119. He and his sons 
began offering classes and outfitting fellow divers. M
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The rock formations that line the shores of Summersville 
Lake also continue beneath the surface, giving scuba 
divers plenty of places to explore. These photos show the 
popular Wedge Rock when the lake is at its summer pool 
level and after the water is drawn down for the winter.
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The Little Bahamas
Allen showed up at Sarge’s in 1979. Then 24 years old, he’d been 
obsessed with scuba diving since he was in seventh grade. He would 
rush home from school to catch reruns of Sea Hunt, which starred Lloyd 
Bridges as a scuba diving, crime fighting former U.S. Navy frogman. 

There was nowhere to learn to dive in Allen’s native Moorefield, 
however, and his parents weren’t crazy about the idea anyway. But by 
1979, Allen was teaching high school science at Midland Trail High 
School, just a 20-minute drive from Summersville. He took diving classes 
from a guy in Oak Hill named Cooter. On the day he completed his 
certification, Allen drove straight to Sarge’s to buy a set of diving gear. 
He kept taking classes until he was a master diver and began teaching 
classes and working at Sarge’s shop over the summers. The dive shop 
eventually moved from the garage to a spot near the lake marina. Allen 
and his brother Eric bought the place in 1990 when Adams retired. 
Since then they have welcomed divers from all over the United States, 
who come to the lake to see why Skin Diver magazine once dubbed 
Summersville “the Little Bahamas of the East.” 

Mike Nadler started going to the lake regularly after he opened 
Divehards International, his Pittsburgh-based diving instruction 
company. “It’s a little hike, but well worth my time.”

He says his students appreciate the wealth of hotel, camping, and 
dining options in the area. But the lake is the main attraction. “The 
biggest thing for me is, it’s warm and relatively good visibility,” Nadler 
says. The variety of depths available also make it a great place to safely 
train beginning divers. 

There’s only one downside. “It’s sort of hard to explain why you don’t 
start your diving earlier,” he says. Since Summersville Lake is a flood 
control dam—filled to 300 feet each spring and drawn down to about 230 
feet each fall—conditions aren’t right for diving until around mid-June, 
and scuba diving trips have to stop around the beginning of September.

It’s just part of doing business for Nadler, but he says it sometimes 
leads to confused calls from customers. “What do you mean they’re filling 
the lake?” w

If divers want lots of visibility, it’s best to avoid the lake right after it fills up 
to its summer pool level in May. By mid-June things have cleared up a bit, and 
the conditions persist through August, when the Army Corps of Engineers 
begins drawing the lake down for Gauley Season.

M
A

R
K

 A
LL

E
N



A Legacy of 
LEARNING

West Virginia’s historically black colleges and universities 
have helped to shape the world.

WRITTEN BY PAM KASEY

It 
wasn’t enough just to free the slaves, it quickly became apparent after the Civil War. There had to be 
pathways for freedmen and freedwomen to become full participants in society. Colleges dedicated to the 
education of black Americans were a critical part of the solution. 

A few black colleges operated already before the war. But dozens were established after 1865 to serve 
the newly freed slaves and their families—some with federal backing, and many through affiliation with 
the African Methodist Episcopal and other churches.

“The original purpose was to educate African Americans really in two main subjects: teaching and 
nursing,” says Anthony L. Jenkins, president of West Virginia State University, one of West Virginia’s 

two remaining Historically Black Colleges and Universities (HBCUs). “The actual push was to educate African American 
women before African American men, and those were heavily female-dominated work environments or careers even then.” 

Here is a look at three of West Virginia’s HBCUs, past and present, and some of the world-changing men and women 
who emerged from their halls.
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Storer College (1867–1955)
After the Civil War ended in 1865, Nathan Cook Brackett of 
the U.S. Christian Commission set up schools in the Potomac 
region of the Virginias to educate freed slaves. His teachers 
were missionaries from the Northeast, but it would make more 
sense, he realized, to train and employ black teachers for the 
task. With the backing of Maine philanthropist John Storer 
and the Free Will Baptist Society, Brackett established Storer 
Normal School in Harpers Ferry. It occupied the Lockwood 
House and other former armory structures.

Located at the site of abolitionist John Brown’s raid on a 
U.S. armory, Storer Normal School, later Storer College, held a 
unique place among black colleges. The escaped slave-turned-
social reformer Frederick Douglass served as a Storer trustee 
and delivered a famous speech about John Brown on campus in 
1881. An early meeting of the Niagara Movement, forerunner 
to the NAACP, took place on campus in 1906.

Storer became a four-year college in 1938 but was never 
accredited. When the Supreme Court ended school segregation 
in 1954 with Brown v. Board of Education, the state of West 
Virginia withdrew support for the college. It closed in 1955. 

Storer’s campus became part of Harpers Ferry National 
Historical Park and may be visited there today.

NOTABLE STORER  
COLLEGE ALUMNI 
J.R. Clifford (1875) became the first 
black lawyer in West Virginia. He fought 
for civil rights both as a lawyer and in 
his weekly Pioneer Press, one of the 
most widely circulated African American 
newspapers in the country. 

Coralie Franklin Cook (1880), the 
first known college graduate among 
descendants of Thomas Jefferson’s 
slaves at Monticello, became a 
distinguished professor of elocution at 
Howard University and was active in the 
women’s suffrage movement. 

Nnamdi Azikiwe (1927), an advocate of 
Nigerian and African nationalism, became 
the first president of Nigeria in 1963.

Students on 
the steps of 
Storer College, 
undated.
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Bluefield State College (1895–present)
Black Americans migrated by the thousands in the 
decades after the Civil War to work in West Virginia’s 
Southern coalfields. In 1895, the West Virginia 
Legislature established the Bluefield Colored Institute 
to educate blacks in the region. 

Like many other black colleges, Bluefield started 
primarily as a teaching institute—it was renamed 
Bluefield State Teachers College in 1929. The name 
changed again in 1943 to Bluefield State College to 
recognize its expansion into a broader curriculum. 

Brown v. Board of Education led to diversification 
of the student body and faculty. Tensions flared in the 
1960s as white enrollment grew and the college’s first 
white president appointed only white faculty. When 
a bomb tore through the campus gym in 1968, the 
president closed the dormitories for good, transforming 
the college to a commuter-only campus.

Today, Bluefield State serves students at two 
campuses: the original campus in Bluefield and a 
satellite campus in Beckley. Its enrollment stands at 
about 1,360 and it grants several hundred associate’s and 
bachelor’s degrees every year.

NOTABLE BLUEFIELD  
STATE COLLEGE ALUMNI
Maceo Pinkard (1913) was a 
renowned composer, bandleader, 
lyricist, and music publisher. Among 
his many songs, “Sweet Georgia 
Brown” was widely recorded and 
became the theme song of the 
Harlem Globetrotters.

Elizabeth Drewry (1933) became in 
1950 the first black woman elected to 
the West Virginia Legislature. Along 
with other advocacy, she introduced 
legislation in 1955 that allowed 
women to serve on juries, bringing 
West Virginia into line with the rest of 
the nation on gender and jury service.

 CLOCKWISE FROM 
TOP LEFT  The original 
Mahood Hall burned 
in 1937. West Hall was 
a men’s dormitory 
when Bluefield was 
a residential college. 
Bluefield Colored 
Institute class of 1905. 
Virginia Clark Hebert, 
class of 1932. 
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West Virginia State University (1891–present)
The second Morrill Act of 1890 required states to either show 
that race was not an admissions criterion at their land grant 
colleges or establish separate institutions for black students. 
In response, West Virginia established the West Virginia 
Colored Institute in 1891. It offered the equivalent of a high 
school education as well as vocational training and teacher 
preparation. It later offered college degrees and, after achieving 
accreditation, became West Virginia State College in 1929.

State integrated quickly following Brown v. Board of 
Education: Five years later the student population was less than 
half black, and 10 years later it was less than a quarter black. 

As one of 19 land grant HBCUs across the nation, State 
has the same teaching, research, and extension mission as 
West Virginia University. “We have 38 extension programs 
throughout West Virginia,” President Jenkins says. “We help 
annually over 20,000 West Virginians—whether it’s dealing 
with livestock, growing crops, nutrition, health, wellness, all of 
those things.”

Granted university status in 2004, WVSU has more than 
3,500 students and awards more than 400 bachelor’s and 
master’s degrees each year. “We are a public, land grant, 
historically black institution that has evolved over the years 
as a fully accessible, racially integrated, multigenerational 
institution with over 22 nations represented,” Jenkins says, “a 
living laboratory of human relations. I see us as a university of 
national distinction that helps students find their passion—and 
we’ve done that for 126 years.”

NOTABLE WEST VIRGINIA  
STATE UNIVERSITY ALUMNI 
Katherine Coleman Goble Johnson (1937), 
“The Human Computer,” was among the women 
mathematicians employed by NASA’s predecessor 
organization. She calculated trajectories for the earliest 
American space flights. In 2015 she received the 
nation’s highest civilian award, the Presidential Medal 
of Freedom, from President Barack Obama. She was a 
central figure in the 2016 film Hidden Figures.

Judge Damon J. Keith (1943), has served on the 
U.S. Sixth Circuit Court of Appeals since 1977. Among 
his landmark cases is his earlier 1972 U.S. v. U.S. District 
Court ruling that forced Attorney General John Mitchell 
to release transcripts of illegal wiretaps. The Nixon 
administration appealed the decision to the U.S. 
Supreme Court, which upheld what has come to be 
known as “the Keith decision.” Keith’s many distinctions 
include the NAACP’s highest award, the Spingarn Medal.

Earl Lloyd (1950) was, as a member of the Washington 
Capitols, the first black player to play in a National 
Basketball Association game—just one of the racial 
barriers the top defensive player broke. He was 
inducted into the Basketball Hall of Fame in 2003.

 CLOCKWISE FROM 
TOP LEFT  Cap and 
gown portrait in front 
of Ferrell Hall, 1930s. 
WVSU’s aviation 
program produced 
several Tuskegee 
Airmen; these two 
photos are from the 
1940s. The college 
started integrating in 
the 1950s.
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Band of Birders
Each fall, a dedicated troupe of volunteers  

descends on Dolly Sods to collect important data 
about migrating birds. 

WRITTEN BY ANNA PATRICK
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Band of Birders
 RIGHT  Allegheny Front 
Migration Observatory 
founder Ralph Bell with 
wife Betty at Dolly Sods 
in 1969. 
 LEFT  This ruby-
crowned kinglet, 
banded at AFMO in 
West Virginia, was 
photographed in 
Slidell, Lousiana.
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R  
alph Bell was flat on his back, his eyes 
scanning the sky. 

He had been catching birds in the Red 
Creek Campground at the Dolly Sods 
Wilderness, recording each bird’s sex and 
age and placing a small band containing a 
unique set of numbers, like a Social Security 

number, around each bird’s leg before setting it free. The 
numbers served as an individual identification system—if a 
banded bird was recaptured by a different banding station or 
reported by an average citizen, ornithologists would be able to 
learn about its migration patterns.

After five years of running his bird-banding operation 
from the campground, Bell could tell that, for all the 
migrating birds he caught, many more were flying over his 
makeshift research center. He could tell they were headed 
southwest but couldn’t figure out how to get to them. 

So, one day, he stopped what he was doing. He got 
on the ground, lay on his back, and looked up at the sky. 
He watched the warblers and the thrushes overhead. He 
watched the hawks flying south. He looked for patterns in 
their flight.

Eventually, he rose, walked across the campground 
parking lot, and followed a narrow deer path out to the edge 
of the mountain. That’s where he saw them: dozens and 
dozens of birds funneling through a natural opening in the 
mountain ridge. 

On their migration path, the birds would fly along 
the Allegheny mountain range, which runs east to west, 
before cutting through the mountain’s opening to continue 
heading south. Bell could see that that opening, which 
formed a natural bowl at the rim of the mountain located 
in Grant County, was where he needed to be. So, in 1963, 
having launched the bird banding operation in 1958, 
Bell moved the Allegheny Front Migration Observatory 
(AFMO) from the Red Creek Campground to that 
opening he discovered along the little deer path.   

It’s been six decades since Bell started catching and 
banding a sample of the birds migrating south over Dolly 
Sods. He didn’t know it at the time, but from his little patch 
in the Alleghenies, Bell was founding what would become 
the oldest continuously running bird banding station in 
North America.

  

After his sixth grade teacher introduced him to birds, Todd 
Schnopp started carrying his dad’s old binoculars around 
on the family farm. With a bird book sticking out of the 
back of his pants, the 12-year-old would walk around his 
farm, seeing if he could identify any of the birds tucked in 
the trees.

That same year, Schnopp visited the AFMO for the first 
time. His sixth-grade teacher took him. The boy watched 
as volunteers carefully picked up birds that had flown into 
one of the observatory’s nets running along the mountain’s 
rim. He saw them place the birds in brown paper bags to 
keep them calm. Runners would then walk the birds to the 
banding station, a temporary structure volunteers put up 
every year.

Standing quietly off to the side, Schnopp’s face lit up 
with excitement the first time he saw a bird bander pull 
an animal from a bag just feet away. Getting to see a 
Swainson’s thrush or a black-throated blue warbler up close 
was so different from seeing it through his binoculars. 
“You get to see things you never see when they’re in a tree,” 
Schnopp says. “Like their brilliant color.”

It took years of showing up and watching before Bell 
started teaching Schnopp how to remove birds from the 
nets. Once he reached his 20s and “lost sight of what was 
real for a while,” as Schnopp puts it, he stopped making the 
regular trip to Dolly Sods. When he eventually returned, 
Bell’s daughter Joan Bell Pattison was in charge and didn’t 
know who Schnopp was, so he had to start all over again—
visiting the AFMO every chance he could, standing off to 
the side and observing, and returning again and again to 
show he was someone who could be trusted.

Schnopp, now 50, has his master bander’s license and is 
co-leader of the station’s operations with Bell Pattison. He 
often gets the pleasure of pulling a bird out of a bag and 
watching as visitors light up, just like he did as a child.

When the banding program started, its original 
intention was to track migration patterns. Now the data 

The AFMO catches 
its birds using large 
nets spanning 6, 
9, and 12 feet in 
length. Volunteers 
pluck the birds from 
the nets and attach 
a number band 
to one leg before 
releasing them back 
into the sky.
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When AMFO founder Ralph Bell met people 
that he could tell shared a passion for birds 
and the outdoors, he used to say: “They have 
the fire.”

JO
A

N
 B

E
LL

 P
A

T
T

IS
O

N



30       WONDERFUL WEST VIRGINIA | AUGUST 2017

Sheila Berry and her husband, Jeff, never intended to 
be bird banders. They just happened upon the AFMO 
one September during a romantic two-week vacation at 
the Red Creek Campground before getting married in 
a private ceremony in Dolly Sods. “It was just going to 
be the two of us and our dog,” Sheila says. Instead, their 
wedding was attended by their dog Oreo and a dozen 
of their new bird-banding friends. 

Jeff and Sheila returned to the Red Creek 
Campground each year to celebrate their anniversary. 
Year after year, they would wake up with the sun to 
watch their bird-banding friends work. They would ask 
questions and maybe get to hear a songbird’s heartbeat.

Finally, after eight or nine years of camping along 
Red Creek, waiting for the sun to rise and the birds 
to come, Sheila and Jeff finally heard the question 
they’d been waiting for: “Would you like to learn 
how to help?”  

The Berrys now save up all their vacation time so 
they can volunteer with the AFMO. They camp at the 
Red Creek Campground the entire month and serve as 
the observatory’s station managers.

“We never thought we’d be getting up at 5 o’clock 
in the morning on our vacation,” Sheila says. “But it is 
so worth it to go up and hold a bird in your hand that 
you know in a matter of days will be in Argentina or 
the Caribbean.” w

is being used to help ornithologists learn about the 
longevity of species, population changes, feeding behavior, 
movement patterns of hunted species, and more.

Anywhere from 3,000 to 10,000 birds fly into the 
AFMO’s nets each year. In 2016, volunteers banded a 
total of 5,423 birds covering 77 species. Every year, after 
all the birds have been logged and numbers totalled, Bell 
Pattison submits the data to the U.S. Geological Survey’s 
Bird Banding Laboratory, which oversees the North 
American Bird Banding Program from the Patuxent 
Wildlife Research Center in Maryland.

The operation depends on a squad of about 25 volunteers 
each year. “We have so many that want to volunteer,” Bell 
Pattison says. “It’s difficult to tell people ‘No.’ The 
way I do it is, we just watch for years. People come up 
there for years. And you know who’s really interested 
and who you can count on.”

  

Volunteering at the AFMO isn’t an easy job. Once the 
station opens in the middle of August, it doesn’t close 
until the beginning of October. Volunteers wake up before 
dawn every day to unroll the nets and prepare for the birds 
to start passing through. The observatory needs people 
who are prompt, committed to keeping the birds safe, 
and dedicated to learning—it takes years to learn how to 
properly identify birds before volunteers can receive their 
master bander’s licenses. 

The AFMO is 
now the oldest 
continuously 
running bird 
banding station in
North America.
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August Events 800.CALL.WVA 
gotowv.com  |  wvstateparks.com/calendar.html

AUGUST 1–5
Pickin’ in Parsons
Five River Campground
Parsons
304.478.3515

AUGUST 2
"Wings of Wonder," Birds of Prey
Lost River State Park
Mathias
304.897.5372
 
AUGUST 3–5
21st Annual Blackberry Festival
Clarksburg City Park
304.622.3206
 
Eight Rivers Quilting Party
McClintic Library
Marlinton
304.799.6122 
 
AUGUST 4
Mountain State Cruisers Classic Car Show
Berkeley Springs State Park
Berkeley Springs
304.258.5660
 
AUGUST 4–5
Blenko Festival of Glass
Blenko Glass Company
Milton
877.425.3656
 
AUGUST 4–6
5th Annual Peach Festival
Romney
304.822.7477
 
AUGUST 5
Gritty Chix Mud Run
ACE Adventure Resort
Minden
877.787.3982
 
Terror of the Tug
Pipestem Resort State Park
Pipestem
304.466.1800
 
Treasure on the Mountain
Snowshoe Mountain Resort
Snowshoe
304.572.5671
 
AUGUST 5–6
Captain Thurmond 28.5 Mile Triathlon
Fayetteville
304.663.2302 or 304.640.8161
  
AUGUST 6, 13, 20
Kayak Instruction and Tour the Lake
Beech Fork State Park
Barboursville
304.528.5794

 
AUGUST 7–12
Mason County Fair
Pt. Pleasant
304.675.5463
 
AUGUST 10–19
West Virginia State Fair
Fairlea
304.645.1090
 
AUGUST 11–12
Blues, Brews, and BBQs Festival
Snowshoe Mountain Resort
Snowshoe
877.441.4386
 
AUGUST 12
Insect Walk with Sue Olcott
WV Botanic Garden
Morgantown
304.322.2093
 
Mountain Trail Challenge Half 
Marathon & 5K Run
Watoga State Park
Marlinton
304.799.4087
 
Rails & Ales Festival
Harris Riverfront Park
Huntington
304.696.5990
 
Storyteller Bill Lepp 
Beech Fork State Park
Barboursville
304.528.5794

AUGUST 17
Brunch with Margaret Blennerhassett 
Blennerhassett Island State Park
Parkersburg
304.420.4800
 
AUGUST 16–19
Summerfest
South Charleston
304.746.5552
 
AUGUST 18–20
5th Annual West Virginia Tattoo Expo
Morgantown Event Center
Morgantown
304.626.5541
 
AUGUST 19
Family Fireworks Adventure
Blennerhassett Island State Park
Parkersburg
304.420.4800
 
AUGUST 19–20
Pro Watercross National 
Championship
Magic Island
Charleston
304.344.5075

 
AUGUST 22–26
Doddridge County Fair
West Union
304.873.1742
 
AUGUST 23–26
Frontier Days
Shinnston
304.592.5631
 
AUGUST 25–27
31st Annual VIPP Picnic
Blackwater Falls State Park
Davis
304.558.2764
 
Appalachian Festival
Downtown Beckley
304.252.7328
 
BOW Quest – Weekend for Women
North Bend State Park
Cairo
304.634.2931
 
AUGUST 26
4th Annual Summersville Lake  
Lighthouse Festival 
Mt. Nebo
888.872.5580
 
Summer Brew and Wine Fest
Beverly Heritage Center
Beverly
304.637.7424 
 
The Van-Dells
Pipestem Resort State Park Amphitheater
Pipestem
304.466.1800
 
AUGUST 26–27
Spartan Race Trifecta Weekend
Summit Bechtel Reserve
Glen Jean
304.465.2800
 
AUGUST 26–SEPTEMBER 2
Barbour County Fair
Philippi
304.823.1328

NOTE: Times and events are subject to change. 
Please call ahead before attending an event.

Subscribe to Wonderful West Virginia!
Call 800.CALL.WVA or visit wonderfulwv.com

MOVING? Take us along! To have your Wonderful 
West Virginia subscription forwarded to your new 
address, visit wonderfulwv.com and follow the 
instructions for address changes or call 800.CALL.
WVA and ask an operator to change your address to 
your new location.
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WONDERGRAMS  
Share your photos of West Virginia with us! 
Send Instagram-style photos to wonderfulwv@
newsouthmediainc.com or use the hashtag 
#wondergrams on Instagram.

 LEFT TO RIGHT  Blackwater Falls State Park photo 
by Amanda Tinney; foggy New River Gorge Bridge in 
Fayetteville photo by Eric Mitchell; Coopers Rock State 
Park overlook photo by Amber Balsinger; Mercer County 
sunset photo by Michael Barton; cottage in Harpers 
Ferry photo by Cindi Dunn; snail in Preston County 
photo by Lori Turner; Hawks Nest State Park overlook 
photo by Olivia Cait; ruby-throated hummingbird in Lost 
River photo by Jon Howard; West Virginia State Fair in 
Fairlea photo by Kevin Jack; Spruce Pine Hollow Park in 
Hedgesville photo by Katie Richard; riding bikes on the 
West Fork River Trail in Marion County photo by Don 
Dequasie. Photos published at editor’s discretion.
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I 
did not get into journalism because I 
enjoy writing. There’s a lot of truth in the 
old saw about authors who “hate writing, 
but love having written.” Crafting a 
good story is the most mentally draining 

experience I’ve ever had. Every word presents 
a new problem. Each new sentence has the 
potential to ruin my whole day. 

Here’s what really attracted me to this 
stressful and much-maligned profession: 
access. Reporters are allowed to be nosy. 
You’re allowed to ask questions that, in any 
other context, would be considered rude. 
You’re allowed to go places you would 
otherwise never see. People let you into 
their offices, into their homes, into their 
most personal thoughts. It’s exciting and 
humbling. It’s also incredibly addictive.

I got my first taste of this when I was still 
in high school, writing for the Charleston 
Gazette’s FlipSide program, which gave 
teenagers a whole page in the Saturday 
newspaper. On a whim, I applied for 
press credentials for a drag race in Bristol, 
Tennessee. To my surprise, I was approved. 
They gave me a lanyard and a very official-
looking badge and, before I knew it, I 
was standing beneath the light tree with 

editor’s letter

ZACK HAROLD, Managing Editor
wonderfulwv@newsouthmediainc.com

Follow me on:
Instagram: zack.harold

my notepad and Kodak digital camera as 
dragsters peeled off the starting line. I’ve 
been hooked ever since.

I had another of those only-in-journalism 
moments while putting together this month’s 
issue. I got to visit the old Memorial Tunnel 
in eastern Kanawha County. I’ve driven 
past it many times but, since it closed to the 
public about a month before I was born, I’ve 
never been inside it. The tunnel is now used 
for emergency training for military personnel 
and first responders. Members of the public 
aren’t generally allowed inside. Unless, of 
course, you’re a reporter.

It was fascinating to learn about all the 
trainings that take place in that burrow 
beneath Paint Creek Mountain. But the 
thing that impressed me most was how the 
West Virginia National Guard took an asset 
that seemed no longer useful and, with a 
little creativity, gave it a brand new life. 

To me, it’s a quintessential West Virginia 
story. We’ve always had to be a resourceful 
people. Instead of looking for something 
new and shiny, West Virginians are masters 
at taking what we already have and finding a 
new use for it. 

Carlee Lammers’ story on page 26 

follows a similar thread. Back in the 1950s, 
the staff at the Petersburg State Trout 
Hatchery in Grant County realized one 
of their rainbow trout had an odd, gold 
coloring. Recognizing an opportunity, 
they selectively bred that fish to create the 
golden rainbow trout. Now those fish will 
be released into waters all over the state as 
part of April’s inaugural Gold Rush.

It’s finding these kinds of stories that keeps 
me excited about journalism. So, whenever 
I’m stuck at my kitchen table fretting over 
words that just won’t seem to go together, I 
remind myself that I’ll soon be back in the 
field meeting people, asking questions, and 
learning new things. Thank you, dear reader, 
for letting me do that for a living.

Until next time,



Write to us! We would love to hear from you. 
Send your comments to 709 Beechurst Avenue, 
Suite 14A, Morgantown, WV 26505 or email us at 
wonderfulwv@newsouthmediainc.com.

WEST VIRGINIA BOOKSHELF
TUMULT ON THE MOUNTAINS: 
LUMBERING IN WEST VIRGINIA,  
1770–1920 AND RIDERS OF THE FLOOD 

Combo Price $37.50 (Reg. $50.45)  
You save $12.95!

Tumult on the Mountains chronicles West 
Virginia’s lumber industry over 150 years. 
Most of the information and photographs 
were collected from “old-timers” 

who fondly recalled their life in the lumber business. Clarkson’s book 
emphasizes the day-to-day work life of the stalwart men who worked in 
this difficult—and at times dangerous—business. The novel Riders of 
the Flood by W. E. Blackhurst is a fictionalized account of that same era, 
taking readers inside the lives of the fearless, hardy men who spent their 
lives taming the West Virginia wilderness.

MUSHROOMS OF WEST VIRGINIA AND THE  
CENTRAL APPALACHIANS 
by William C. Roody

$35, 5.5x8.5, 521 pages, paperback

This easy-to-use, detailed guide is for both the 
beginner and the expert mushroomer. Organized 
for convenient field use, the guide describes and 

illustrates around 400 species, with high-quality color photographs of 
mushrooms in their natural settings to make the identification process 
even easier. Descriptions include common names, a discussion of look-
alike species, scientific names, and extensive commentary regarding 
edibility and traditional cultural uses for mushrooms. 

HOT DOGS FROM ALMOST HEAVEN: A HOT DOG 
LOVER’S BEST FRIEND 
by Harry Lynch 

$6.95, 104 pages, 5.5x8.5, paperback

Few places are more passionate about hot dogs than 
West Virginia. We like our buns steamed, our chili 
smooth, our onions finely chopped and, most of all, we 

like our dogs topped with creamy coleslaw. This book doesn’t stop at 
West Virginia–style hot dogs, however. With recipes for chili, toppings, 
and side dishes, you’ll be ready for company whether you want to cook 
dogs Chicago-style for two, Coney Island-style for 20, or West Virginia-
style for 90.

ORDER FORM 
Mail form and check to:

West Virginia Book Company
1125 Central Avenue
Charleston, WV 25302

Call: 304.342.1848
Email: wvbooks@wvbookco.com

NAME 

ADDRESS

CITY     STATE   ZIP

PHONE

VISA / MASTERCARD / DISCOVER / AMERICAN EXPRESS

EXP. DATE                              CVV# 
             (3 digits on back of card)

SIGNATURE

featured contributors

 QUANTITY TITLE PRICE  AMOUNT

Tumult on the Mountains: 
Lumbering in West Virginia, 
1770–1920 and Riders of the 
Flood   $37.50

Hot Dogs from Almost 
Heaven: A Hot Dog Lover’s 
Best Friend

   

  $6.95

Mushrooms of West 
Virginia and the Central 
Appalachians $35

Subtotal

      West Virginia residents add 6% sales tax

SHIPPING: $4.50 covers 1st AND 2nd book  
$.50 for each additional book Shipping

    TOTAL

LOCOMOTIVE MEMORIES
Your article “Steam in Their Blood” (December ’17) brought 
back many early childhood memories of the timber 
community of Three Forks of Williams River, where I was 
born in 1929. My dad had been a fireman on one of the 
Shay steam locomotives at Three Forks before he and mom 
were married at Richwood in 1926. Dad took his bride to 
Three Forks, where they set up housekeeping in one of the 
shanty cars. Mom became the community postmistress.

A model of a Shay steam locomotive, built by my father, 
is on display at the B&O Railroad Museum in Martinsburg. 
WANDA GILES HIGH, Winchester, VA, by mail

PRETTY AS A PICTURE
I am a Charleston native and longtime subscriber of the 
magazine. I have written about the Babcock Mill and 
thought that it was a great painting on the cover until I 
noticed that it was actually a photograph. Either way, it is 
a beautiful cover. STAN COHEN, Missoula, MT, via email
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Zack Harold is a 
southern West Virginia 
native. He covered 
education, health, and 
government at the 
Charleston Daily Mail 
before becoming the 
newspaper’s features 
editor. He joined New 
South Media in 2015, 
became managing 
editor of WV Living in 
January 2016, and took 
over as managing editor 
of Wonderful West 
Virginia in July 2016.

Carlee Lammers is a 
Maryland native and a 
graduate of West Virginia 
University. She moved to 
Charleston in May 2016, 
where she is a reporter at 
the Charleston Gazette-
Mail. When she’s not 
working, you’ll find her 
running, trying new foods, 
or binge-watching her 
favorite shows on Netflix. 
She’s passionate about 
exploring West Virginia 
and working with at-risk 
kids in the Mountain State. 

As a senior writer for 
University Relations at 
West Virginia University 
since 2011, Jake Stump 
helps tell the story of 
“Mountaineer Nation.” 
In a former life, he was a 
newspaper reporter for 
the Charleston Daily Mail 
and The (Morgantown, 
West Virginia) Dominion 
Post. He also has a 
master’s degree in 
sociology and co-wrote 
a children’s book. 

After 15 years as a 
locomotive engineer, 
Steve Shaluta 
changed careers in 
1985 devoting 29 
years as a photogra-
pher for West Virginia 
Tourism.  His images 
have been featured in 
countless publica-
tions. Steve retired in 
2015 and now travels 
and focuses on wildlife 
photography full time. 
steveshaluta.com
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TUNNEL VISION
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After the Memorial Tunnel closed to 
traffic, it got a whole new life.

TUNNEL VISION
WRITTEN AND PHOTOGRAPHED BY ZACK HAROLD 
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B
ack when David Pugh started 
working for the West Virginia 
Parkways Authority in the early 
1980s, he’d spend several days 
each month flagging traffic at the 
Memorial Tunnel in Standard. 
Every few weeks, maintenance crews 
had to scrub exhaust buildup from 

the tunnel’s ceiling and yellow-tiled walls using a big 
machine that looked like a street sweeper turned on 
its side. “It usually took them two days to scrub one 
lane,” says Pugh, who is now a roadway manager with 
the Turnpike. 

The tile was state-of-the-art when the tunnel 
opened in 1954, designed to be extra reflective so 
it would catch motorists’ headlights. Generations 
of West Virginians stared out their car windows at 
the pale yellow grid. The tile in the tunnel became 
something like those “Welcome to West Virginia” 
signs at the state border—a signpost that you were a 
little bit closer to home.

It has now been more than 30 years since the 
tunnel was open to traffic, and the iconic tile has long 
since lost its lustre. On the tunnel’s south end, much 
of it has fallen down. In places where it remains, the 
tile is covered in indecipherable spray paint graffiti. A 
little farther up, it’s coated in a lumpy concrete-like 
substance. And at the tunnel’s north end, the tile has 
been painted black. 

This isn’t the work of vandals or a result of 
neglect. These battle scars are just an indicator of 
the tunnel’s new life as a training ground where 
military personnel, law enforcement, and first 
responders learn to save lives in some of the worst 
disasters imaginable.

Big Dig
From the beginning, the Memorial Tunnel was 
designed with safety in mind. 

State lawmakers saw the need for a highway 
connecting northern West Virginia to the southern 
coalfields, allowing drivers to bypass some of the 
state’s most treacherous roads. The Legislature 
approved funding in 1947 for a feasibility study for 
a four-lane highway stretching from Princeton, in 
Mercer County, all the way to Wheeling, in the 
Northern Panhandle. 

Governor Okey Patteson then appointed a 
Turnpike Commission in 1949. Members quickly 
decided a four-lane would cost too much and shrunk 
the proposed road to a two-lane highway with a 
northern terminus in Fairplain, in Jackson County. 
But decisionmakers ruled that plan too costly as 
well, and designs were changed yet again. The West 
Virginia Turnpike would now run 88 miles from 
Princeton to Charleston.

But even this scaled-back project still had a major 
obstacle to overcome: Paint Creek Mountain.

The Memorial Tunnel 
in eastern Kanawha 
County doesn’t look 
quite the same as when 
it first opened in the 
1950s.
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Although the 
tunnel’s south 
side is still visible 
from the West 
Virginia Turnpike, 
the north side is 
now hidden and is 
showing its age.

Construction of the Memorial Tunnel began in 1952. 
Workers moved 91,000 cubic yards of earth to build the 
28-foot-wide, 25-foot-high, 2,800-foot-long tunnel, 
completing the project in just over two years for a price 
tag of $5 million. 

It was a marvel of mid-century engineering. The 
lighting could be dimmed or brightened with the flip of a 
switch. There was an automatic ventilation system, with 
big fans at either end to pump exhaust fumes out of the 
tunnel. There was that specially designed reflective tile. 
And, perhaps most impressive, the tunnel was equipped 
with a closed-circuit television system, making it the first 
tunnel in the U.S. to be monitored by cameras.

The novelty eventually wore off. By the mid-1980s, 
the tunnel cost $500,000 a year to maintain. And 
because the rest of the turnpike had been expanded to 
four lanes, the two-lane tunnel created a bottleneck that 
often backed up traffic for miles. So the state set to work 
on a two-mile, four-lane, $35 million bypass to take 
traffic around Paint Creek Mountain. 

The last car passed through the Memorial Tunnel 
on July 7, 1987. Parkways officials gave the honor to 
Tommy Graley, a turnpike maintenance worker who 
lived about a mile from the tunnel. He was accompanied 
by his wife Bonnie, daughters Connie and Angel, and 
a police escort. Not long after, Don Williams, a heavy 
equipment salesman from Virginia, led the first line of 
northbound traffic across the new bypass.

A few years after it was closed, engineers working 

on Boston’s Big Dig tunnel project used the Memorial 
Tunnel to conduct fire tests—that’s where the lumpy 
concrete covering some of the tile came from. Findings 
from those tests later informed the design of the 
Chunnel connecting the United Kingdom and France. 

The tunnel was then used as storage for the West 
Virginia Parkways Authority. It seemed its useful 
life was over—until the West Virginia National 
Guard realized what could be done with a big, empty, 
subterranean space.

A New Lease on Life
In the early 2000s, with a growing threat of terrorism 
worldwide, military units and civilian emergency 
personnel began training to respond to chemical, 
biological, and nuclear threats. There weren’t a lot of 
places to get that kind of training, however, so then–
West Virginia National Guard Adjutant General Allen 
Tackett, who grew up not far from the Memorial Tunnel, 
suggested turning the old tunnel into a training complex. 

Tackett got some help from U.S. Senator Robert 
C. Byrd, who in 2000 secured $5 million in U.S. 
Department of Defense funding for the project. The 
West Virginia Turnpike Authority then gave the 
National Guard a 50-year lease on the facility. 

Now, nearly two decades later, the tunnel has 
hosted the U.S. Army Rangers, the U.S. Coast Guard, 
members of the New York City Fire Department, 
the Internal Revenue Service, the West Virginia 
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TOP: In addition to the facilities beneath the mountain, the Memorial Tunnel 
complex also features a helicopter landing pad and a steep hillside where first 
responders can practice car rescues. BOTTOM: The tunnel features a building 
with modular walls, allowing trainers to reset rooms for tactical maneuvers.
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Clockwise from top right: An upside down car used for trainings, a mock post 
office complete with junk mail in the boxes, a recreated Afghan cave, a pile of 
mannequins outside the tunnel’s collapse course, a mock chemical lab.
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State Police, the West Virginia National Guard, and 
countless other groups. 

A new group of trainees roll into the tunnel every 
few weeks. The trainings are customized for their exact 
needs. The tunnel is a blank canvas, allowing teams to 
construct just about any scenario they might encounter 
in the real world. They might rescue someone from a 
wrecked car or remove hazardous materials from a blue 
Volvo tractor trailer, secure the mock chemical lab after 
an explosion, or deal with a bomb threat in the pretend 
post office or train station. Trainees can even practice 
tactical maneuvers in a decommissioned Chicago subway 
car. “The only subway in West Virginia,” quips Craig 
Mueller, the National Guard’s operations manager at the 
Memorial Tunnel complex.

“They can turn the lights off and have nighttime 
training during the day,” Mueller says. Trainers can add 
smoke or sound effects to make things more stressful. 
“I’ve been in here before when it looks like a zombie 
apocalypse,” Mueller says. 

When a special forces team was headed to 
Afghanistan, crews at the tunnel built a mock cave 
complex to mimic those used by the Taliban. But the 
most harrowing scenario is at the tunnel’s northern end. 
It’s a jungle of busted concrete, mangled cars, broken 
glass, metal shards, and snakes of rusty rebar, all meant 
to replicate a collapsed parking garage. 

It’s difficult to see until Mueller points it out, but there 
is a path through the wreckage. Trainees have to traverse 
the route—crawling through culverts and between small 
gaps in the concrete chunks—to rescue victims. It’s a scary 
enough site with full lighting, but trainings here are often 
done in low light with smoke and sound effects pumped 
in. Actors are outfitted with prosthetic injuries and placed 
throughout the course to groan in pain and scream for help. 
It’s as close to a real disaster as a training can get.

It’s strange to think these nightmare scenarios are 
playing out just a few hundred yards from the Turnpike. 
As first responders pull survivors from the rubble or 
learn to diffuse a bomb or clean up spilled nuclear waste, 
people drive by, oblivious to what’s happening just 
beneath Paint Creek Mountain.

No doubt, some of the passing motorists look over and 
admire the art deco lettering and American flag that still 
hang above the tunnel’s closed mouth. Maybe they get 
nostalgic, remembering what it was like to drive through 
the tunnel on the way to a family vacation in Myrtle Beach, 
South Carolina, or a school field trip at the Capitol in 
Charleston. Maybe there’s a pang of sadness when they 
realize they’ll never see that iconic yellow tile again. 

Of course, the Memorial Tunnel is as alive as ever. 
And even if the drivers on the Turnpike don’t realize it, 
the work that’s going on beneath Paint Creek Mountain 
could one day save their lives. w

Among the 
Memorial Tunnel’s 
training areas is a 
decommissioned 
Chicago subway car.
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Gallery
This might sting a little. This month, our 
photographers get up close and personal 
with bees and wasps. 
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FLYING 
HIGH

AGAIN
WRITTEN BY JAKE STUMP

PHOTOGRAPHED BY STEVE SHALUTA

After decades of decline, 
bald eagles are back.
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S
potting a bald eagle soaring through the West Virginia skies a half-century 
ago would have been a rare spectacle. By the early 1980s, the bird was so 
scarce in West Virginia that the Division of Natural Resources reported 
only one bald eagle nest in the entire state, located in the Trough near 
Moorefield, Hardy County. 

Back then, the United States’ national symbol was on the verge of 
extinction. A variety of factors—ranging from the widespread use of 
pesticides to the logging industry to actual government-sponsored bounties 

on dead birds—led to dangerously low eagle populations. 
But bald eagle populations have recovered, slowly and surely, thanks to wildlife 

preservation efforts and the banning of certain pesticides. The U.S. Fish and Wildlife 
Service removed the bird from its list of endangered and threatened wildlife in 2007. 

To date the DNR has documented 86 bald eagle nests in West Virginia, says State 
Ornithologist Rich Bailey. “The number of active nests increases every year. The steady 
increasing trend—about five or 10 percent annually—shows no signs of abating,” Bailey says.

The West Virginia Division of Natural 
Resources asks bird watchers to 
report any bald eagle nests they 
find. See contact information on 
page 25.
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Learning from Our Mistakes
To understand the reemergence of the bald eagle, one must look 
at what led to its near demise.  

There may have been as many as 100,000 nesting bald eagles 
in the nation when the Founding Fathers selected the bird to 
appear on the Great Seal of the United States in 1782. But by 
the 1950s, only around 400 nests were known. 

Perhaps the greatest contributor to this decline was DDT, 
a popular pesticide widely used to kill common pests like lice 
and mosquitoes. “We started seeing wide use of DDT for 
insect control after World War II,” says Jim Phillips, a retired 
naturalist who still monitors the birds through regular surveys 
at Pipestem Resort State Park. “The excess ended up being 
washed into the water systems. Smaller organisms took it in and 
they went up the food chain. Soon ospreys and pelicans and 
eagles were eating fish with high levels of DDT and were unable 
to raise babies.” 

Although DDT is not itself lethal to eagles, it disrupts the 
birds’ calcium metabolism. The pesticide can make the birds 
sterile and cause females to lay unhealthy eggs with thin shells. 
These problems began to subside when the U.S. government 
banned DDT in the 1970s.

Compared to other states, West Virginia did not have a 
huge population of bald eagles to begin with. Eagles thrive 
in environments near water, and the lack of large fish-laden 
bodies of water kept the populations relatively low. The logging 
industry also may have driven wildlife away at the turn of the 
20th century. “There was a big logging boom in West Virginia 
timber into the early 1900s,” Bailey says. “There may have been 
a scarcity of suitable nest sites, since they usually nest in very 
large trees.” 

But now, many of those forests have grown back, and the state 
also has many more bodies of water. “We have the Ohio River 
and the New River, but once people added more ponds, lakes, and 
dams, that helped improve the eagle population throughout West 
Virginia,” Bailey says. 

And, up until a few decades ago, it wasn’t uncommon for 
people to shoot eagles. Around the turn of the 20th century, state 
and federal agencies even offered hunters as much as $2 per bird 
because they were considered a nuisance to farms and livestock. 
The problem of human predation largely ended in 1973 when 
Congress enacted the Endangered Species Act. Bald eagles 
were among the first animals to be protected by the law.

While vultures hold their wings in a V shape and large hawks slightly 
raise their wings, bald eagles soar with their wings almost flat.
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Pipestem Resort State Park will hold its 13th Winter Eagle Survey 
on March 3, 2018. To register, email or call Julie McQuade at 
julie.a.mcquade@wv.gov or 304.466.1800, or contact Wendy or Ron 
Perrone at Three Rivers Avian Center at trac@tracwv.org or 304.466.4683. 
Dress appropriately for the weather and take snacks and water and, if 
possible, binoculars.

EAGLE EYE
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Birds as Barometers
Nowadays, life is good for bald eagles in West 
Virginia. Food is abundant—the state’s waterways 
are stocked with fish, and the birds often feed off of 
roadkill and deer carcasses.

Eagles are now found in many more places than 
to the Trough in Hardy County. From January to 
June, eagles stay within close proximity of water. 
“Nests started showing up along the Ohio River, from 
Huntington to Hancock County, and in the Eastern 
Panhandle,” Bailey says. “The Cacapon and Potomac 
watersheds are great spots, and there’s a sizeable 
population in the New River watershed.”

During non-breeding season, it’s not uncommon 
to see eagles all over the state, although sightings are 
a little more rare in coalfield counties. “The water 
quality for the birds is poor and there may not be a lot 
of good food or fishing for them,” Bailey says. 

For Bailey, eagle gazing isn’t quite the rare treat it 
used to be. “Encounters with the public are becoming 
more common,” he says. “Although it’s not the ‘holy 
cow’ moment it once was, an eagle sighting is still neat 
to see.”

Bailey urges the public to report any eagle nest 
sightings to the DNR so it can monitor them. You can 
also join Phillips and other volunteers on their annual 
eagle surveys, one in January and one in March, in the 
Bluestone–New River area. “I still watch them and get 
excited,” Phillips says. “I’ve seen many people become 
bird watchers just from their first sighting of an eagle.”

But bald eagles’ comeback isn’t good news for just 
birders. Phillips says the vitality of the species says a 
lot about West Virginia as a whole. 

“Birds are a barometer of the environment. If 
they’re having trouble, what’s bothering them will 
eventually bother people, too. You can judge the 
health of an environment by the birds.” w

  If you spot a bald eagle nest, call 
304.637.0245 or send the date, time, and 
location to: Wildlife Resources, West Virginia 
Division of Natural Resources, P.O. Box 67, 
Elkins WV 26241.

From January to June, eagles are most commonly seen 
near places with large rivers and lakes.





There’s Gold 
in Them There 

Streams
A new event gives anglers an opportunity to  

catch a West Virginia treasure.

WRITTEN BY CARLEE LAMMERS
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A
ny seasoned angler will tell you—land a 
West Virginia golden trout, and you’ve 
had a lucky day. This elusive, bright yellow 
color phase of the rainbow trout has 
become a prized catch in the Mountain 
State. Many people have been fishing their 
whole lives and have never caught one. 

But this April, anglers will have a
unique opportunity to strike gold when the state Division of 
Natural Resources releases nearly 25,000 golden rainbow trout in 
lakes, streams, and rivers from Barboursville to Berkeley Springs 
for the state’s inaugural Gold Rush.

“Only one out of 10 trout is golden. It makes it pretty difficult to 
catch,” says Jim Hedrick, Gold Rush organizer and manager of the 
DNR’s Hatchery Program. “If you’ve never caught one and wanted 
to, here’s your chance.” 

Striking Gold 
The story of the golden trout begins in 1949, when the White 
Sulphur Springs Federal Hatchery sent the Petersburg State Trout 
Hatchery in Grant County a special gift: 10,000 young rainbow C
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 TOP  The Bowden Hatchery in Randolph County. 

 BOTTOM  Despite their unique coloring, golden trout are genetically identical to 
typical rainbow trout pictured here.

trout. Fewer than 300 of those trout survived, but 
the hatchery continued to breed the remaining fish, 
eventually establishing a good brood stock. 

By 1955, hatchery staff noticed gold spots on a fish 
they nicknamed Little Camoflauge. Because of her 
unique color, former Petersburg Hatchery manager 
Vincent Evans moved Little Camoflauge to a separate 
rearing pond, where she continued to grow. More than 
a year later, her gold spots had turned into a band of 
golden scales. 

Hatchery staff selectively bred Little Camoflauge and her 
offspring for several years,  perfecting coloring of the fish and 
getting their size comparable to the rainbow trout. “I don’t 
believe you’d ever see one of these formed in the wild on its 
own. I couldn’t imagine that you would,” says Jeff Williams, 
the current Petersburg hatchery manager. “We breed golden 
with golden and they produce golden fry. If you mix a 
rainbow in with the gold, they’re really pale.  They don’t 
get the bright gold color. A true golden rainbow is really 
bright-colored.”

A few years later, the hatchery decided it was time 
to introduce the golden rainbow to the public. The fish 
were stocked alongside regular rainbow trout in 1963, to 
commemorate West Virginia’s centennial. The golden 
rainbow trout have remained a small part of the DNR’s 
stocking efforts since then, at a ratio of one golden trout C
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for every 9 rainbow trout. “Basically it’s been a novelty ever 
since. Kids really like catching it because it’s gold. It’s special,” 
Hedrick says.

Some anglers will tell you the fish don’t bite as eagerly as the 
rainbow trout do, making them more difficult to catch. That might be a fish tale, 
however. Although they look quite different from their rainbow cousins, Williams 
says golden trout are genetically identical. “It’s basically a variation in color caused by 
a pigment in the fish. They’re not an albino or anything like that,” he says. “It’s just a 
different color.” 

A Golden Opportunity 
Beginning the week after Easter, over two dozen public bodies of water will see more 
golden rainbow trout than ever before. “They are distributed the whole way across 
the state. We tried to make, as best we could, a Gold Rush stocking location as close 
to as many people as possible,” Hedrick says. 

The goal of this first-ever Gold Rush is to get families and young kids excited about 
the West Virginia golden rainbow trout and fishing in general. That’s why officials 
planned the event with families in mind. The selected stocking locations have easy 
parking and are located near other accommodations. And the weeklong event will take 
place April 2–8, when many students will be on spring break. “The beauty of this is, 
when we go to a stream or a lake and we stock golden trout, you don’t have to be there 
the same day,” Hedrick says. “They’re not going to catch them all.” 

You don’t need a golden ticket to participate in the Gold Rush—if you’re 15 or 
older, you only need a current West Virginia fishing license and a trout stamp.  

For more information about the Gold Rush, including a complete list of locations 
and instructions for how to get a fishing license, visit www.wvgoldrush.com. w

STRIKE 
GOLD
The Division of Natural Resources will 
stock only golden rainbow trout in a 
different location each day of April’s 
Gold Rush. Stocking locations include: 

W Barboursville Lake in Barboursville

W Bear Rock Lake near Valley Grove

W Berwind Lake in the Berwind Lake Wildlife   
   Management Area near War

W The Blackwater River in Tucker County

W Boley Lake in Babcock State Park in Clifftop

W Cacapon Resort State Park in Berkeley Springs

W Cedar Creek State Park in Glenville

W Coopers Rock State Forest in Bruceton Mills

W The Cranberry River in Pocahontas County

W French Creek Pond at the West Virginia     
   State Wildlife Center in French Creek

W Little Beaver State Park in Beaver

W Mason Lake in the Pedlar Wildlife     
   Management Area in Western

W Mountwood Lake in Mountwood County     
   Park near Deerwalk

W North Bend State Park Lake’s tailwaters in Cairo

W Opequon Creek in Berkeley County

W Pendleton Lake at Blackwater Falls in Davis

W Pipestem Resort State Park in Pipestem

W R.D. Bailey Lake’s tailwaters in Wyoming and  
   Mingo counties

W Rollins Lake near Ripley

W Shavers Fork Upper and Lower Section in    
   Randolph County

W South Branch (Smoke Hole) in Pendleton    
   County

W Spruce Knob Lake in Riverton

W Stonewall Resort State Park in Roanoke 

W Tomlinson Run State Park Lake in New        
   Manchester

W Tygart Lake State Park in Grafton

W Wallback Lake in Clay County

W Warden Lake near Wardensville

W Watoga State Park in Marlinton
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A young angler 
struck gold at 
Spruce Knob Lake.
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March Events 855.558.9152 
gotowv.com  |  wvstateparks.com/calendar.html

MARCH 2
The Linsly Extravaganza
Capitol Theatre
Wheeling
304.233.4470

MARCH 2–3
Don Quixote
Charleston Civic Center Little Theater
Charleston
304.342.6541

MARCH 2–4
Homegrown Festival
Snowshoe Mountain Resort
Snowshoe
877.441.4386

MARCH 3
Eagle Survey
Pipestem Resort State Park
Pipestem
304.466.1800

Murder Mystery Dinner Theater
Tygart Lake State Park
Grafton
304.265.6144

Full Moon Hike
Cass Scenic Railroad State Park
Cass
304.456.4300

MARCH 3-4
WV Fishing, Hunting  
& Outdoor Sports Show
The Ruby Community Center  
at Mylan Park
Morgantown
304.288.4244

MARCH 7
Foreigner
WVU Creative Arts Center
Morgantown
304.293.7469

Harlem Globetrotters
Big Sandy Superstore Arena
Huntington
800.745.3000

MARCH 8
Five for Fighting with String Quartet
Keith-Albee Performing Arts Center
Huntington
304.696.6656

MARCH 9–11
Montani Semper Liberi – Music & Art  
at Oak Glen Festival
Oak Glen Little Theatre
New Cumberland
304.374.7474

Ballhooter Spring Break 2018
Snowshoe Mountain Resort
Snowshoe
877.441.4386

MARCH 10
Star Party
Green Bank Observatory
Green Bank
304.456.2150

MARCH 10–18
14th Annual Mid-Ohio Valley Heritage 
Quilt Show
Blennerhassett State Park Museum
Parkersburg
304.420.4800

MARCH 11
Bridgeport Farmers Market
Bridgeport Conference Center
Bridgeport
304.669.4340

MARCH 15
Casting Crowns
Big Sandy Superstore Arena
Huntington
800.745.3000

MARCH 16
Wheeling Symphony Presents  
“East Meets West”
Capitol Theatre
Wheeling
304.233.4470

MARCH 17
Carnegie Hall Gala 
White Sulphur Springs
304.645.7917

The Junkyard
Snowshoe Mountain Resort
Snowshoe
877.441.4386

West Virginia Ski Free Day
Snowshoe Mountain Resort
Snowshoe
877.441.4386

3rd Annual Mountain State Maple Day
Frostmore Farms
Dunmore
304.456.4331

MARCH 21
The Wizard of Oz
The Clay Center
Charleston
304.561.3570

MARCH 22
Kenny G
The Clay Center
Charleston
304.561.3570

MARCH 23
Wycliffe Gordon & His International  
All Stars
WVU Creative Arts Center
Morgantown
304.293.4406

MARCH 23–25
“He’s Alive!”
Capitol Theatre
Wheeling
304.233.4470

MARCH 30
Flashlight Egg Hunt
Blackwater Falls State Park
Davis
304.259.5216

MARCH 31
Traditional Easter Egg Hunt
Blackwater Falls State Park
Davis
304.259.5216

Full Moon Hike
Cass Scenic Railroad State Park
Cass
304.456.4300

NOTE: Times and events are subject to change.  
Please call ahead before attending an event.

Subscribe to Wonderful West Virginia!
Call 855.558.9152 or visit wonderfulwv.com

MOVING? Take us along! To have your Wonderful West 
Virginia subscription forwarded to your new address, visit 
wonderfulwv.com and follow the instructions for address 
changes or call 855.558.9152 and ask an operator to 
change your address to your new location.
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WONDERGRAMS  
Share your photos of West Virginia with us! 
Send Instagram-style photos to wonderfulwv@
newsouthmediainc.com or use the hashtag 
#wondergrams on Instagram.

 LEFT TO RIGHT  Cacapon redbud photo by Elaine 
Clark; Marlinton train depot photo by Brent Schnupp; 
Dolly Sods Wilderness Area sunset photo by Thomas 
Dean; tree swing in Mercer County photo by Michael 
Barton; fishing on the Greenbrier River photo by Eric 
Wingler; clover in Braxton County photo by Denise 
Powers Fabian; Grave Creek Mound in Moundsville 
photo by Wes Philp; a sparrow in Marion County photo 
by Wendy Cutlip Parks; Albert Falls in Thomas photo 
by Amber Miller; Harpers Ferry Virginia bluebells 
photo by Cindi Dunn; Edray barn photo by Joe 
Brennskag. Photos published at editor’s discretion.












































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































