New Mapping Tool on
DNR Website a Boon to
Outdoor Recreationists

DNR personnel, along with staff at the West Virginia
GIS Technical Center, have worked diligently this year to

provide outdoor recreationists with a virtual tool. Whether

you hunt, trap, fish, hike, canoe or go on birdwatching

outings, you'll find a new mapping tool on our website to be very helpful. The mapping
tool can be found at www.wvdnr.gov under either the Hunting or Fishing headings, or by
clicking on the black bear icon at the top of the home page.

While similar to the interactive trout stream map which has been on the DNR website
for five years, this also includes information on warmwater fishing and hunting. You can
find instructions for using the map on the landing page, choose whether you want to
explore information related to hunting or fishing, and then click the appropriate box. Once
on the appropriate map of West Virginia, you'll find a variety of tools at your disposal. I
like the fact that you can view the maps as either topo maps or as satellite images.

On the hunting map, hunters and trappers can find the location of license agents,
check stations, public shooting ranges, wildlife management areas, Class Q hunter access
roads, and hiking trails throughout the state. A search option allows you to focus on a
specific county, WMA or state forest.

If you want to check on fishing information while on the hunting page, a simple click
reveals fishing and boating access sites, trout stocked streams, public fishing lakes, and
float trips. A tool allows you to measure the length of a stream section you wish to float. As
with the hunting site, an option allows you to search for a specific body of water or county.

While the tool works best with a high-speed Internet connection, those with dial-up
can still access the maps, albeit at a slower pace. I welcome you to visit our website and
explore your favorite haunts with this new mapping tool. After planning your adventure

online, then go out and experience the best that West Virginia has to offer.
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