January 2010 — Newsletter

We would like to welcome everyone back from their Christmas vacation. We wanted to dedicate this
newsletter to a very exciting upcoming event...

2010 AIS State Tournament Announced:

It brings the Division of Natural Resources,
Wildlife Resources Section, great pleasure
to announce that the “Fifth Annual West
Virginia Archery in the Schools (AIS)
Program State Tournament” has been
scheduled for Saturday, March 27, 2010 at
the Charleston Civic Center, located in
downtown Charleston (Kanawha County).
We encourage all participating AIS schools
to register to participate in the tournament.
The DNR anticipates as many as 600
students may participate in this year’'s
tournament!

Teachers Encouraged to Review
Registration Material Now:

Teachers are encouraged to review all the
state tournament registration material well
before the registration ends (February
26). All registration material is located at:
www.wvdnr.gov/archery/Tournament.shtm.
By reviewing this registration material early,
teachers will be more able to prepare their
team to participate. Also, they will be more
familiar with the registration procedures,
and will be less apt to miss the registration
deadline.

All Schools Urged to Consider
Participating:

We are hoping this larger facility will give
schools that have not participated in a state
tournament an opportunity to participate.
We encourage all parents, principals and
teachers to actively support their child’s, or
their school’s, AIS Program and consider
coming to the tournament. Schools can
attend the state tournament even if they do
not have a full team (12 co-ed students). A
school could attend with even 1 student!
That school would not be eligible for team
awards, but that student would represent
their school for any individual awards.

Volunteers May Be Needed:

Although we have conservation
organizations assisting us with the
tournament, there may still be a need for a
few extra volunteers. If your team has
already purchased your archery equipment,
we highly encourage you to coach your
team at the tournament. However, if your
team has not purchased equipment (or can
not do so before the tournament), you could
still volunteer to help score and pull arrows
at the tournament. This would give you
first-hand knowledge of what goes on at
our tournament. Just give us a call well


http://www.wvdnr.gov/archery/Tournament.shtm

in advance and let us know you would
like to volunteer.

Tournament Registration Requirements:

Please go to the tournament website to
review all registration forms and
procedures. However, the following
describes registration items:

1. Team Number — School teams are
arranged in 3 divisions: Elementary School
Division (4" — 6™ Grade); Middle School
Division (7" — 8™ Grade); and High School
Division (9" — 12" Grade). These divisional
categories follow NASP National
Tournament rules. Please follow grade
breakdowns for your teams regardless of
whether your actual school is an
elementary school, middle school, junior
high school, high school, etc. Teams
consist of 12 individuals, with a minimum of
4 of each sex. Therefore, teams may be
made up of 8 boys and 4 girls, 8 girls and 4
boys, or any combinations thereof, provided
each sex has a minimum of 4 participants.
Please note students from schools not
sending 12 students will still be eligible
to participate in the individual
competitions.

2. Bow Number — All participating school
teams in each Division are required to
provide enough bows so no more than 2
students (of the same handedness) share a
bow. This is because each 12-member
divisional team will be split into two shooting
blocks. For example, a school’s Elementary
School Division Team having 12 individuals,
3 of which are left-handed, must have a
minimum of 5 right-handed bows and 2 left-
handed bows to participate as a team. A
team with all right-handed shooters would
obviously need 6 right-handed bows.

Each school, and each Division at the same
school, must have enough bows to
accommodate their own team. For
instance, the Elementary School Division
Team and the Middle School Division Team
at a combined elementary/middle school
must have enough bows for both their
Elementary School Division Team and their
Middle School Division Team and can not
share bows at the State Tournament.
However, if a bow should break at the

tournament, one may be borrowed from
another team not shooting at the same time.

3. 2010 AIS State Tournament Instructors
Acknowledgement Form — All certified
instructors (including volunteers) registering
to bring teams to the State Tournament
must also send a copy of the 2010 AIS
State Tournament Instructors
Acknowledgement Form pre-signed by the
school’s principal or the county
superintendent to the DNR by the
registration deadline. The school may
produce their own Acknowledgement Form
or download the Acknowledgement Form at:

www.wvdnr.gov/archery/Tournament.shtm.

Only instructors producing a copy of this
acknowledgement form will be allowed to
coach teams during the State Tournament.
***Note if an instructor coaches at two
schools, they will need an
acknowledgement form from both schools
(maximum 2 schools/coach — see no. 4).

4. Maximum 2 Divisional
Teamsl/Instructor — A certified instructor
can only bring a maximum of two (2)
divisional teams to the State Tournament.
For instance, if an instructor teaches at both
an elementary school (having an
Elementary School Division Team) and a
middle school (having both a Elementary
School Division Team and Middle School
Division Team), they may wish to bring only
the two divisional teams at the middle
school, and allow another instructor to bring
the elementary school. Of course, if an
instructor wishes to bring one divisional
team from two separate schools, they will
need a 2010 State Tournament Instructors
Acknowledgement Form for both schools.

5. Tournament Fee — There will be a $10
non-refundable fee for each student
participating in the 2010 State Tournament.
Coaches must collect this money from
students and submit a single check or
money order for the entire divisional team
amount when registering, before the
registration deadline. (Maximum $120 — no
fee for alternates). Although the fee is non-
refundable it can be transferred to another
student if there is a substitution. Checks or
money orders must be made out to WV


http://www.wvdnr.gov/archery/Tournament.shtm

DNR - Archery in the Schools Program
and submitted with registration material.

6. Tournament Registration Deadline —
As the 2010 State Tournament is scheduled
for March 27, 2010, all registration material
must be received by the DNR on or before
the registration deadline of February 26,
2010. ***Note there is a two-step
registration process — items must be
received by the DNR by the registration
deadline by both mail and email. All
items can be found on our website at:

www.wvdnr.gov/archery/Tournament.shtm.

Items to be received by the registration
deadline include:

o Mailed:

o 2010 AIS State Tournament
Instructors Acknowledgement Form
(each instructor for each divisional
team or partial team)

o $10 non-refundable registration
fee/student (single check or money
order for each divisional team)
(Maximum $120 — no fee for
alternates)

o Printout of the 2010 AIS State
Tournament Divisional Team
Registration Form (for each
divisional team or partial team)

o Printout of the Registration For
Coaches Form (for each divisional
team or partial team)

o Emailed (as attachments):
o 2010 AIS State Tournament
Divisional Team Registration Form
(for each divisional team or partial
team)
o Registration For Coaches Form (for
each divisional team or partial team)

All registration items must apply to only one
(1) divisional team (e.g., separate checks,
registration forms, etc. for the Elementary
School Divisional Team & the Middle School
Divisional Team at an unnamed K-8 middle
school). If these items are not received and
completed by the registration deadline, the
team may not be able to participate in the
2010 State Tournament. Teams are
encouraged to have tryouts to select 12
individual team members (and up to 6

co-ed alternates) well before the State
Tournament deadline.

7. Electronic Registration Forms — As
noted above, this year two Excel
spreadsheet registration forms (2010 AIS
State Tournament Divisional Team
Registration Form & Registration For
Coaches Form) must be submitted via email
to billieshearer@wvdnr.gov before the
registration deadline (February 26, 2010).
(These are required because it is a
requirement of our automated scoring
system and it is also a way to assure correct
certificate name spellings, proper
identification of sex, team member number,
bow number and handedness, etc.). These
forms list school name, division, student
names, sex, handedness (left or right),
number of bows (left- and right-handed),
etc.

8. Tournament Limit - Due to staff, facility,
and resource limitations at the 2010 WV
State AIS Tournament, the number of
participating students will be limited to 648
students. If more than 648 students apply,
the method for determining participation will
be listed on our website.

Contact Us:
For information updates visit our website at

www.wvdnr.gov/archery or call
(304) 558-2771:

Jerry Westfall jerrywestfall@wvdnr.gov
Scott Warner scottwarner@wvdnr.gov
Billie Shearer billieshearer@wvdnr.gov
Dave McClung (304) 675-0871
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