
DISTRICT OFFICES
Main Office - South Charleston, WV 25303
324  4th Avenue
Fish Management − Bret Preston	 (304) 558-2771
Law Enforcement − Major Brad DeBord	 (304) 558-2784

District 1 - Farmington, WV 26571
1110 Railroad Street	 (304) 825-6787
Fish Management − Dave Wellman
Law Enforcement − Lt. Jon Cogar

District 2 - Romney, WV 26757
1 Depot Street	 (304) 822-3551
Fish Management − Jim Hedrick
Law Enforcement − Capt. Tom Stuckey

District 3 - French Creek, WV 26218
WV State Wildlife Center	 (304) 924-6211 
163 Wildlife Road
Fish Management − Jim Walker
Law Enforcement − Lt. Doug Benson

District 4 - Beckley, WV 25801
2006 Robert C. Byrd Drive	 (304) 256-6947
Fish Management − Mark Scott
Law Enforcement − Lt. Woodrow Brogan

District 5
McClintic WMA 
1163 Wildlife Road • Pt. Pleasant, WV 25550
Fish Management − Jeff Hansbarger	 (304) 675-0871
Law Enforcement − Capt. Kaven W. Ransom	 (304) 759-0703
4300 1st Avenue • Nitro, WV 25143

District 6 - Parkersburg, WV 26101
2311 Ohio Avenue	 (304) 420-4550
Fish Management − Scott Morrison
Law Enforcement − Capt. David Trader

Operations Center - Elkins, WV 26241
Ward Road, P.O. Box 67	 (304) 637-0245

From the Director		
Fishing and boating are fun family recreational activities. Many 
West Virginians and visitors enjoy spending time on our lakes, rivers 
and streams. Whether you are paddling a canoe and float fishing 
for smallmouth bass or driving a motorboat on a reservoir, the first 
thing on all of our minds should be safety. All boaters must be aware 
of West Virginia’s boating laws and regulations and practice safe 
boating measures.

Anyone born after December 31, 1986 must successfully complete 
a Boating Safety Education Course before operating a motorboat 
or personal watercraft upon the waters of this state. Course topics 
include: Boating Terminology, Boat Types, Capacities, Registration 
Requirements, Safety Equipment Required, Navigation Rules, and 
Preserving a Safe Marine Environment.

A number of online resources are helpful to first time and experienced 
boaters. I encourage all of you who will be boating and fishing in West Virginia this year to take the time 
to complete the boating safety course and review safety requirements in preparation for your time on the 
water. Please visit the online resources listed below and have a great and safe year on our rivers and lakes.

www.wvdnr.gov/lenforce/boating.shtm 
www.boat-ed.com/westvirginia/ 
www.boaterexam.com/usa/westvirginia/ 
www.boaterexam.com/paddling/default.aspx
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