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Welcome back to the Furbearer Management Newsletter. It is our hope that your traps are
already being prepared for the coming season. We also trust that your hounds are well fed
and being protected from the heat. As usual, feel free to contact us with any questions
regarding your trapping and furbearer hunting concerns. Please direct correspondence to:
Rich Rogers, WVDNR, 1 Depot St., Romney, WV 26757, Rich.E.Rogers@wv.gov.

River Otter Trapping Season Preliminary Results

West Virginia’s first modern-day otter trapping season resulted in a very modest harvest of
206 animals. This was lower than what was predicted. The population model used to
assess future densities indicates that this harvest level will in no way jeopardize population
growth and expansion. Only 131 harvested animals received CITES seals indicating that
quite a few pelts were kept for tanning and mounting purposes. Harvests were reported in
37 of West Virginia’s 55 counties with average harvest being 5.6 animals/county where
harvests were reported. Top counties were Greenbrier (26), Gilmer (12), Randolph (12),

Pocahontas (11), Ritchie and Wood (10 each). District harvests were as follows:

District | 7 otters 1.4/county reporting a harvest
District Il 32 otters 4.6/county reporting a harvest
District 11l 49 otters 7.0/county reporting a harvest

District IV 52 otters 7.4/county reporting a harvest
District V 5 otters 1.7/county reporting a harvest

District VI~ 61 otters 7.6/county reporting a harvest

The majority of pelts passing through the WVTA spring fur auction were in good shape

having been handled very professionally, bringing top dollar.
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On a negative note, only a small handful of otter carcasses or skulls were turned in to
WVDNR offices. Taking time to do so is a small price to pay to insure better assessment
and management of the state’s otter population. It will take approximately 8 years for
biologists to collect sufficient data to determine otter survival in West Virginia utilizing teeth
for aging purposes. Without such data, it will be much longer before biologists are confident

in liberalizing otter trapping seasons and bag limits. Please plan on helping out next

season.




2011-12 Fur Harvest Results

Harvest was up from last year for all species.
incredibly mild winter experienced during the season leaving trappers with more time than
usual to tend traplines. Species with an asterisk are checked at game checking stations and

harvests are actual counts of checked animals. All others are numbers of pelts purchased

by fur dealers.

High harvests were primarily due to the

HARVEST
SPECIES 2007-08 2008-09 2009-10 2010-11 2011-12 Shipped CITES
2012 Sealed
Muskrat | 3477 2331 2850 1920 6649 3331
Opossum (2704 2866 1487 2029 4976 857
Raccoon |19189 8949 6201 7495 22105 9984
Mink 331 318 237 357 689 318
Red Fox |[1746 1472 1152 1752 2664 1200
Gray Fox (2164 1631 988 1703 3188 1766
Bobcat 1976 1456 992 1495 1857 14 943
Beaver 1487 1107 783 911 1587 775
Weasel 14 8 1 3 15 3
Skunk 225 222 103 278 557 9
Coyote 826 624 691 2302 3086 781
Fisher 108 84 60 87 149 38
River 0 0 0 0 206 107 131
Otter




Coyote Food Habits Study Comes to a Close

Geriann Albers, West Virginia University graduate student, has completed her thesis
requirements and has received her Master of Science degree. Thanks to all who
participated in collecting coyote carcasses, stomachs, skulls, and scats for her research
project. This study yielded new information on coyote diets in West Virginia. It showed:

1. Coyote diets do vary seasonally.

2. Juveniles possibly consume more deer than adults.

3. Males are more prone to preying on livestock than females.

4

In areas with lower deer densities, coyotes switch to other prey items.

In addition, Geriann was able to collect a limited amount of productivity data which
tentatively indicated that a larger number of coyotes in West Virginia are breeding as

juveniles than has been reported in other regions of the country.

Two coyotes on a lake in central West Virginia.
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Unknown Coyote Caught on Camera

This photo of a coyote was captured on a game trail camera at the US Forest Service
Research Station in Parsons, WV. This animal has not been collared by state or federal
biologists, nor does it belong to our neighboring state of Virginia. The photo was captured at

an eagle bait site that is part of a WVDNR research project.
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Stealth Cam




Trapper Survey Results

This past season, the West Virginia Division of Natural Resources began a voluntary trapper
survey to collect data on trapper effort. The data will be used to enhance biologists’ ability to
track trends in furbearer numbers in the state by comparing changes in number of days it
takes to harvest an animal. Twenty-five surveys were returned showing trapping results

from 25 counties.

2011-12 West Virginia Trapping Season

Trapper Survey
Number of Days to Catch One Animal
Species # Days/Catch
beaver 2.26
bobcat 18.07
coyote 5.53
fisher 99.00
gray fox 14.68
mink 5.67
muskrat 1.26
opossum 3.26
otter 10.83
raccoon 0.95
red fox 15.50
striped
skunk 10.23
weasel 14.00

New Furbearer Hunting and Trapping Regulations in Effect
Several changes in trapping and furbearer hunting regulations will be in effect this coming
season:

1. Bobcats no longer need to be field tagged.

2. All legal beaver traps are now permitted during the March beaver trapping season as



long as they are in water.

3. Body gripper traps with jaw spread of no more than 5 inches are allowed on
terrestrial sets.

4. White lights are allowed for fox and coyote hunting at night beginning January 1 of
each year. Take note, that it will remain illegal to kill bobcats with lights.

5. Rifles of caliber .22 centerfire and smaller or shotguns with shot up to #2 will be
allowed for night hunting.

6. Measuring jaw spread for legal terrestrial traps will be inside jaw spread.

Super Predator

The following pictures were sent by Kentucky furbearer biologist, Laura Patton. They were
sent to her by a fisherman in Kentucky who happened to have his camera handy at just the
right time. The mink is an absolutely vicious predator capable of killing prey much larger

than most would suspect. The take home message - the yearly fawn crop is preyed on by a

number of different predators and opportunists.







Commonly Asked Legal Questions
Q: Is it legal to trap from a boat below the high water mark on rivers in West Virginia?
A: While the water may not be owned by a landowner, the land under the river is owned by

someone. Trappers must obtain permission from landowners anywhere they intend to trap.

Q: Is it legal for a fur dealer to purchase untagged deer hides?

A: Deer hides must be tagged as follows: no person may transport or possess wildlife killed
by another hunter, unless the wildlife or parts thereof is accompanied by a paper tag filled
out legibly bearing the signature, address, date of Kill, hunting license number (if required)
and the official game checking tag number (if required) of the hunter who killed the wildlife.
This does not apply to furbearing animals except that beaver, bobcat, otter, and fisher must

have game checking tags attached before being transferred to a licensed fur dealer for sale.

Links

West Virginia Division of Natural Resources www.wvdnr.gov

West Virginia Trappers Association www.wvtrappers.com

Guide to State Game Depts. www.identicards.com/links/statednr.html

Assoc. of Fish and Wildlife Agencies

Furbearer Resources www.fishwildlife.org/furbearer.html
National Trappers Association www.nationaltrappers.com
Fur Takers of America www.furtakersofamerica.com
Conserve Wildlife www.conservewildlife.org
Furbearers Unlimited www.furbearers.org
CITES www.cites.org
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