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West Virginia, with 78 percent of its land area covered by forests, is the third most densely wooded state in the nation behind Maine and New Hampshire. Its timber resources are larger in size than they have been for the past 100 years. Although West Virginia’s forests and forest products have great economic importance, they also provide recreational opportunities, scenic views, fresh air and clean water.




Most importantly, these forests provide invaluable habitat (for unfamiliar terms see Glossary starting on page 33) for thousands of plants and animals. Seeing and conserving wildlife are among the most cited reasons landowners give for owning, maintaining and managing their land.




Realizing that their woodlots are mature and have substantial value, many landowners are considering a harvest but are concerned about how the harvest will affect wildlife. This publication examines the relationship between harvesting intensity and its effect primarily on songbirds, although the impacts on other wildlife is mentioned as well. We hope that the West Virginia Songbird Forest Management Guidelines will give landowners and land managers the additional information they need to develop comprehensive land management plans that meet




not only silvicultural and aesthetic expectations, but also provide healthy and diverse forests to be passed on to succeeding generations.




View the Songbird Forest Management Guidelines




WV Priority Species Guide







			
			
		


	
	




	
					
		
		
		

			

				
					
					
						
							
						
					


						
							
								
							
						
								
							
								
							
						
	
							
								
							
						

	
					
					304-558-6200

					
					
						Office Hours:
						Mon-Fri 8:30am-5:00pm						 
					

					
					
					
				

				
						About
	Career Opportunities
	Contact
	Events
	Newsroom
	Whitewater Commission
	Natural Resources Commission

				

				
					Newsletter Signup
					Report a Violation
						West Virginia Department of Tourism
	West Virginia Department of Commerce
	West Virginia State Parks
	West Virginia Division of Forestry

				

			

			
			
		
			
			
				Privacy Policy | Copyright © 2024 | West Virginia Division of Natural Resources
			
			
			
		
		
		

				
			
	







		
		
		

		
		
		

					
	

						Get a DNR gift card for your favorite hunter or angler.
		
				Buy Today
			


		X
	
			



		
		

	