
		
		
		


		
		
		
			
			
				
				
			

					
		

		
				
		
		
			BUY A LICENSE
			CHECK IN GAME
		
	
		
		
			
			
				
											
						See What’s In Season

					
	
					
						
							
									State Parks
	Programs & Publications
	Law Enforcement
	Kid Zone
	Wonderful WV Magazine
	Blog

							
						

					
						
				
				
			

			
			
				
					
						
    
        
    

					
	
					
						
							
									Hunting
	Fishing
	Plants & Animals
	Lands & Waters
	Helpful Resources

							
							 
							 
							BUY A LICENSECHECK IN GAME

						
						
					
						
				
				
			
	
			
											
						
							
								
									See What’s In Season

								BUY A LICENSECHECK IN GAME
							

						
		
																						
							
								Hunting
	
								
	
		



Hunting State Records

Big Game

Small Game

FAQ

	

	
		Regulations

	Season Dates
	Poaching
	


Consuming Game

	Handling Deer Meat
	Recipes


Hunting Map

Check CWD Test Results

		
	

	
		Firearms

Archery

Trapping

Furbearers

Youth Hunting

Public Hunting Lands

Hunting Programs

		
	

	
		Hunting Basics

	Hunting License Information
	Lifetime Licensing
	Hunting Regulations
	Laws
	Hunter Education Program
	Sunday Hunting
	Class Q/QQ Hunting
	Hunting Applications


			
	


							
				
							
								Fishing

								
	
		



Fishing Basics

	Fishing License Information
	Lifetime Licensing
	Fishing Forms & Applications
	Sport Fish Identification
	Class Q Fishing


	

	
		NATIONAL HUNTING & FISHING DAYS

BOATER EDUCATION

FISH STOCKING

YOUTH FISHING

FISHING STATE RECORDS

FISHING TOURNAMENTS

FISH MANAGEMENT & PUBLICATIONS

FISHING MAP

		
	

	
		LAKE & STREAM CONDITIONS

STREAM ACCESS MAP

REGULATIONS

	Preparing Fresh Catch
	Recipes


		
	




							
					
							
								Plants & Animals

								
	
		



Native Species

	

	
		Native Species

	Mammals
	Sportfish
	Mussels
	Big Game
	Birds
	Amphibians & Reptiles
	Plants & Fungi


		
	

	
		CONSERVATION

	Elk Restoration
	Songbird Forest Management Guidelines
	Rare, Threatened & Endangered Species
	Nuisance Wildlife
	State Wildlife Action Plan


		
	

	
		RESEARCH

	Scientific Collecting Permit
	Surveys
	Wildlife Disease
	Exotic & Invasive Species


			
	


							
					
							
								Lands & Waters

								
	
		State Parks & Forests

	Lodging
	Activities
	Regulations
	Fishing at State Parks


NATURAL & SCENIC AREAS

	Forks of Coal


	

	
		WILDLIFE MANAGEMENT AREAS

	Map & List
	Shooting Ranges


NATIONAL LANDS

	National Parks
	National Forests


GIS & MAPPING

		
	

	
		RIVERS & STREAMS

	Dams & Reservoirs
	Stream Access Points
	Stream Gauges


BOATING

	Boater Education Card
	Boat Ramps
	Current Stream Conditions


		
	

	
		OFFICE OF LANDS & STREAMS

WHITEWATER COMMISSION

	Licenses & Forms
	Meetings
	Online Reporting
	Publications & Reports
	State Law & Regulation
	How to Become a Whitewater Outfitter & Guide


			
	


							
					
							
								Outdoor Recreation

								
	
		WILDLIFE WATCHING

	Observing Wildlife
	Landscaping for Wildlife
	Birding
	Identifying Wildlife
	Snakes Alive!
	Feeding Wildlife
	Wildlife Photography
	Birds of Prey
	West Virginia Wildlife Center
	Snakes of West Virginia


	

	
		PLANT IDENTIFICATION

	Native Plant Species
	Poison Ivy & Plants to Avoid
	Exotic & Invasive Species


OUTDOOR RECREATION

	Hiking
	Watersports
	Whitewater Rafting


		
	

	
		BOATING & WATER RECREATION

	Rivers
	Reservoirs
	Boat Ramps
	PFDs
	Boater Education
	Rules & Regulations


		
	


							
	
						
				
						
							
								
										State Parks
	Programs & Publications
	Law Enforcement
	Kid Zone
	Wonderful WV Magazine
	Blog

								
							

						
							
					

										
								
						

							
																		
											
																					
							
										 
											Fishing Regulations
 
																		
										

											
			
				
				





/
			
				
			
				2024 WV Fishing Guide: Licenses, Regulations, and Tips
				/
			
			


			
			

						
		
		

		
	









It’s important for anglers to keep themselves up to date with the current fishing regulations. Fishing is available to enjoy year-round, but you should be aware of the specific fishing regulations where you are fishing. Laws may differ when fishing in certain lakes or rivers or catching certain fish species. Review the current Fishing Regulations Summary before planning your next Almost Heaven fishing trip.


















CURRENT FISHING REGULATIONS




View the current Fishing Regulations Summary. In addition to regulations, it contains fishing tips and other useful information.




West Virginia shares waterways with several states. View information on reciprocal boundaries and rules and regulations for fishing these waters.
































Fishing Forms




	West Virginia Master Angler Program & Application
	West Virginia Trophy Fish Protocol & Citation
	Application for a Triploid Grass Carp Importation
	Fish Importation Permit Application
	2023 Fishing Tournament Policy








Fishing Tournament Information




View the complete list of upcoming fishing tournaments in Almost Heaven.




Ohio River Reciprocal Agreement Chart




View the Ohio River Reciprocal Agreement chart.













ADDITIONAL RESOURCES




In addition to downloading the above resources, printed copies of current regulations can be found at authorized fishing license agents or at your DNR District Office.




Fisheries biologists utilize regulations to provide the best possible recreational fishing opportunities for anglers, while protecting West Virginia’s fish resources. Regulations are established for a variety of reasons. They are often adopted to prevent over harvesting of sport fish, protect spawning fish, maintain healthy populations and/or to protect vulnerable species. 




Before implementing a new regulation, the WVDNR carefully collects biological information and considers anglers attitudes and preferences. The goal of our fisheries management is to create statewide sportfishing opportunities with equal and sustainable levels of harvest for anglers, while preserving our unique fish communities. If you have questions about a specific regulation, please contact a fisheries biologist at a nearby WVDNR District Office.
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												Cast a line at one of these 5 streams in West Virginia this spring
											
												Experience the essence of spring fishing at these Almost Heaven streams Spring brings a spirit of revival and fresh starts — not just for nature but for our hobbies and passions. If your fishing routine has become a little stale…
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												Hunting safety tips, essential gear and best hunting locations to help you enjoy turkey hunting in West Virginia Spring is just around the corner in West Virginia, and soon, the forests will come alive with the sights and sounds of…

											
											
										

																			
											
												
			
												WV DNR Police guide Mountaineer ChalleNGe Academy Cadets on second annual deer hunt
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												Angler catches tagged trout – you won’t believe what happened next!
											
												There’s nothing more exciting than feeling a tug at the end of your line and reeling in a monster trout in West Virginia — except for maybe reeling in a tagged monster trout. That’s what happened to Dylan Young during…

											
											
										

																			
											
												
			
												Buyer’s guide to 2024 hunting and fishing licenses in West Virginia
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												Whether you’ve hunted for decades or it’s your first time in the woods, this fall you can experience hunting in West Virginia’s beautiful hills and enter to win some fantastic prizes. This year’s Big Buck Photo Contest just got announced,…

											
											
										

																			
											
												
			
												Want to get your art featured in the WV Wildlife Calendar? Here’s how.
											
												If you’re an artist who’s painted popular game or fish species or other West Virginia wildlife such as snakes, frogs, turtles, salamanders, bats, songbirds, small mammals or non-game fish, the WVDNR is seeking artwork for next year’s calendar and offering…

											
											
										

																			
											
												
			
												New Trout Stockings Coming to Elk River in Webster County!
											
												Nestled in the heart of West Virginia, the Elk River in Webster County is one of the best places for a trout fishing adventure and one of the most exciting places to cast your line. And it’s about to get…

											
											
										

																			
											
												
			
												West Virginia Wildlife Calendar: The Ultimate Gift for Outdoor Enthusiasts
											
												Beat the holiday stress and surprise the outdoor lovers in your life with a gift that brings the beauty of West Virginia to their doorstep all year round — the 2024 West Virginia Wildlife Calendar! This carefully curated calendar is…

											
											
										

																			
											
												
			
												Your guide to fall trout fishing in West Virginia
											
												Tips, best fishing spots and helpful reminders to get you ready for your fall fishing adventures in Almost Heaven, West Virginia. Whether you’re a seasoned angler or new to the sport, fall is a great time to go fishing in…

											
											
										

																			
											
												
			
												Your guide to fall turkey season in West Virginia
											
												Hunting safety tips and essential gear to help you enjoy turkey hunting in West Virginia. Get ready for fall hunting adventures! West Virginia’s 2023 fall turkey season is set to open on Oct. 14. While the fall turkey season might…
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